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readiiy go lu there and open up transporta-
tion between Summerside and Cape Tor-
mentine Iustead of ietting ber run betweeu
Georgetown and Pictou lnvolviug the trans-
portation of our stuif from Tignisb to
Georgetown on the Prince Edward Island
sîde and a hani of a couple of bundred miles
on the Intercolonlal Raiiway ou the main-
land side, whereas, with a littie attention
aud foresight on the part of the department
you couid go almost straigbt across. Tbe
auswer of the minister was that the control
o! these boa-tsand the discretion as to their
movements were left entlrely lu the hands
of the captaina. la not that a nice state o!
affaira? It la no wonder that you have sncb
a report bronght Iu by the Civil Service Com-
mission wheu you bave sncb a haphazard
way o! doing tbe business of tbe country as
leaving this most important feature of the
work of the departmeut entireiy at the dis-
cretion of the captains. We have a marine
agent lu -Charottetown who représents the
Department of Marine aud Fîsheries. Why
is he not made the responsible party a-nd
wby is be flot given a-utbority to report the
conditions which exist there? The Idea o!
leaving it to tbe two captains of the boats
who, are away from the western end of the
Island and wbo know nothing about the con-
ditions to, be found lu differe nt parts of the
island because they are crossing from
Georgetown to Picton, la something that
would not occur to the mind of any one who
desired to carry on the affairs of the depatt-
meut ln a businesslike way. It is bigb time
that the responsibility for the transportation
facilities betweeu Prince Edward Island aud
the mainiand was put upon one department
to whIcb we couid carry our grievances and
wbicb wonid be responstible for tbe service.
Tbe Department of Marine and Fisberies
puts the blame for the unsatisfactory con-
dition of the mail and passenger service
upon the Department o! Railways aud
Canais. The Department of Railways and
Canais attributes the fa-uit to tbe Post Office
Departmeut and the Post Office Department
tbrows it back agaîn to the Depa-rtmeut of
Ralways and Canais, and that ls tbe sort o!
bumbugging and nonsense that have been
golng on year after year. I think there !a
some menit lu tbe Iast part of tbe hon. gen-
tleman's résolution, but from our experience
lu the past I do not have any hope that this
goverument wiil taire a-ny active measures to
attempt to remedy tbe unsa-tisfactory con-
ditions whicb exiat at the present time. If
tbey have not given it a trial before thia or
if they bave not reallzed the position of this
service 1 have very littie faith in them. doing
auything except that tbey may try to drag a
red herrlng across the trail because elections
ma-y be coming on uext fa-Il. However,
there ls some menit lu this part of the ne-
solution and 1 hope at a-ny rate that the Min-
Istry wIi get together a-nd put the service
under the control of the Department of Rail-
ways sud Canais so, that we will have some

department responsible f or the whoie ser-
vice.

Mr. TAYLOR. I would like to Inquire of
the hon. Minister of Rallways and Canais
(Mr. Graham) what it would cost to carry
into effect the first part of this resolution.
Has he any idea of what It would cost?

Mr. EMMERSON. I tbink it la very un-
fortunate that a resolution of tbis character
shouid be discussed-

Mr. TAYLOR. I was making an inquiry
of the minister.

Mr. EMMERSON. I assume that the min-
lster ivili perbaps later on say sometbing In
answer to your inquiry.

Mr. TAYLOR . I intended to say some-
thing more when 1 got an answer to my ln-
quiry.

Mr. GRAHAM. 1 have neyer made any
estimate of what It wouid cost. If It; were
going to be doue I imagine it would be very
much cheaper to do It graduafly than to do
it ail at once. It wouid cost a good deal of
money.

Mr. TAYLOR. How much?

Mr. GRAHAM. I would flot like to give
an estimate.

Mr. TAYLOR. I am of opinion that it
wouid cost $100,000 or $9-00,000 to, make the
change. You wouid have to change ail your
books aud stamps ln couflection witb thé
whole system besides repalnting and letter-
ing ail your cars.

Mr. EMMERSON. You are very moder-
ate ln your estimate.

Mr. TAYLOR. I think It couid be doue
for that. 1 think that if the change were
brought about at ai the simplest metbod
wouid be to change the Prince Edward Island
system and mnake it part of the Intercolonial
Railway. That would not cost so very
ranch. Then, ail the book-keeping could be
done at one headquarters. It wouid cut off
a good deal of expense and I think that
would be the business way of doing it. I
thiuk, with niy hon. friend from Prince Ed-
ward Island (Mr. Lefurgey), that you should
have the system, including the steamboat
service, under one management instead of!
having two or three different bodies control-
ling the Prince Edward Island, the Inter-
colonial Raiiway, the mail service aud the
ferry. That would give you an opportunity
of conducting It lu a business manner. But,
to change the whole system, unless the gov-
erument have $100,000 or $200,000 to tbrow
away, would do no good. The Intercoloniai
Raiiway Is now known the world over and
If you changed It to the Interprovincial Rail-
way it would take people years to under-
stand what lt meant. I think it would be a
great mistake.
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