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and carried on by otîser disciples who had aise taken the
pledge.' Also, at the Detroit Christian Endeavor conven-
tion last year. In a speech received with applause, be asked :
"Who, in this age of magnificent endowmcnts, will give
$rooo ooo for the establishment of a great Christian daily
newspaper ?"

In advance of the appearance of thc Topeka model, wc are
compelled ta resort te Mr. Sheldon's book in order ta get a
conception o( bow he tbinks a newspaper sbould be conds'cted.
Of the suppositious Raymond Daily News, wbich bad bîtherto
been a journal of yellowcst bue, we read :

It (Tlîc News) mas bcing edîlcîl in such a remnarkale fashIion Iiat'
ils subscribers liad nover been'o c\cited over a ncwvspaperbleore First.
îliey liatd noticed tic absenice of the Prire figlît. and gradually il tiegan bo
dawn upon tlici ihat Thse News no longer printed aceoutt of crime.
with detaîled descriptions, or scindaIs in privatc life. TIey noticed that
tic advertisemrents of liquor and tobicco - ere bcing droppcd. togellier
%iaiii certain otiier advertisciiients of a c. cstiOial cliaricter. Tie
discontinu.tnce of tic Sunday paper cauied tlîc grcatest contment of al,
.and now ilicecharacterof t>iecîlitorials isas creating icgrcet e-shemeni.

Then follows an extracf front an edttonal on - The Moral
Side of Political Questions," in wbich this policy is outhined :

Mlie cîitor of Tlîe N'css has aîvays advocaied tic principle, of the
great polîti. aI îarty at present in posser, anl lias. ilîcfore. di-ctiseul ai
political questions froin a sî.înîpuîiîî or espcdliency. or of bcihef in the
Party as opposed tu .. iller org.sniîLisis. liercafter. to lie perfecil)
lionest i srî aIl our traders. the edisor %% ill present and diýcuiîs polifie.îl
qîuestions frount a standpoint of riglit and wroiîg. Thie saine principle
will bC observcd in the office tomsar<ls candidates f r pi icca of rcsponti.
bilityand trust in tlie reputîlie. Rcgardlrss of pa ly polities. tic edstor of
rîîc News svill do al iii lîk puwtr tO Irng tîle tiesi mlen i , powser. and
will flot LknossinglY !îclp to support fur office an> candidate wlio is
îînworthy. lîosevcr mnuci lie nîay be endorseit by tlie pariy.

It is also said of the reformed News that
tliere it an absence of slangy. çensation.tl, scarc-lieads. The reditng
maitcr under thc lîead.lines %%as in perfect keeping witlî flin. in tiso
columnts the rcportcrs' nancs appcared. signed at the Iîoitom. and tliere
was a distinct ideance in the dignity and style of ulieir coîîîpo ilion.

1 amn sure we wilI not ail agree, in every detail, with tic
programme suggested by The News, and yet there is little of
what can fairly be cbaracterized as being too ridiculous for
consideration, even by the practical journalists who compose
the Canadian Press Association. The Sunday newspaper
problem d'les not confront us in Canada, because the law
stands in the way, and there are few publishers who would
care ta have if changed. Had the law forbidden the publica-
tion cf reports of prize fighting, in placing the fights themselves
under the ban, no one would have been a laser. The other
suggcsted reforms may be more debatable, but many of them
mighf be carried ouf without loss ta the newspaper, even from
the standpoinf of revenue.

That a daily paper conducted along the lines cf The
Raymond News is possible anywhere, there is no question.
That it can be successfully conducted an a commercial basis
is not by any means so apparent. We have religlous weeklies,
and less frequent publications cf aIl types, wbich are able ta
pay their way because cf the small expense entailed in their
publication, and the large extent cf territory over wbich fbey
circulate. With a daily newspaper, the situation is different.
The expense of publisbing is very great ; news becomes stale
wben it is carried very far by post or mail, and the average
reader demands ahl the news, and not merely that wbich is
selected for him by a moral censor. Sheldon's ideal daily, it
is clear, can only be made financially profitable when a
sufficient number cf people ready ta accepf if can be found at
or near any one centre cf population.

More important than the Tcpeka experiment is tne tact that

we have in aur cwn country a daily newspaper which Mr.
Sheldon intimates closely conforms to bis ideal. The Montreal
Witness takes ne notice cf prize fights ; it does not print
accounts cf crime with defailed descriptions, it doesnof print a
Sunday edition nor does if open ifs advertising columns ta
announcenîents cf thcatres, billiards, Jiquors, cigars, or even
baîls. It bas been known ta cancel, the advertisement cf a
grocer wbo scld liquors, altbough nef advertising the samne in
ifs columns, and ilf absolutely refuses te dojob printing for any
business to which it is not prepared ta seli advertising space.
It is aIse fairly independent of political parties, and will support
ne man for office wbom if believes unworthy ta flil if It is, if
anything, in advance cf The Raymond News and cf flhc views
cf a large percentage cf Christian business men. Thaf if baîs
existed for many years amnid environmients, not especlaîly
favorable te success, shows that the Sheldon ideal is not
unattainable.

But cculd a journal like The Montreal Witness be made fa
pay in a smalier centre, say irn a city whiich can support not
more tban tsvo daîly papers, and in which bath cf the leading
political parties must cf necessity be represenfed ? ln such a
feld success for a newspaper not in alliance wifh either
political party would seem to be impossible, and yef such an
alliance is incompatible with the absalute independence of
crifîcism cf policy and acts which the Sheldon ideal catis for.
What would an Edward Norman do in such a position?
WVould he abandon bis newspaper ta same more pliable and
less conscientieus titan himself ? Or would he seek te do the
besf fbing passible in bis limitatiens ?

The conclusion seems .uustfied that daily newspapers cf the
Sheldon type are commcrcially fecasible wben the field is
sufficiently large ta secure reasonable patronage for them, but,
thaf until flic moral education of flic mas!es is more advanced
than if is af present, tbey cannot be numercus, and are nef
likely cither te be widely circulated or te be maney.makers.
Tbat tbey will be respected, and possess an influence ouf cf
proportion ta the numnber cf copies turned front their presse-c,
goes witbout saying.

A-iouig the daily newspapers cf Canada there may nct be
many Sheldon ideils and few nierai crusaders. There is
much, however, tbat is cammendable and many signs cf
advancement. If tnay hcîîestly be said that there is a grawing
disposition, bath in the sancfum and in the ccunting-racm, te
weigh the moral as well as the financial aspect cf any preposed
line of action before entcring upan if, and there are but few cf
aur papers wbich mnay flot unreservedly be admitted fa the
family circle. There is also a considerable increase cf inde-
pendence displayed even by party organs, and, with expand.
ing revenues, this cemmendable spirit witl be increasingly
manifest. If may nof be important that wc sbould strive fa
attain te the Sheldon ideal, or the ideal cf any oflier man, ne
mat ter upon wbat if may profess ta be based, but if is cerfainly
reasonable tbatwe sbould bave for ourselves a lofty conception-
of wbaf is rigbt, and wîfh if sufficient ipinal column ta live up
ta if. To us the French axiam -"noblesse oblige -is flot
inapplicable. If high rank brings correspcnding obligation,
s0 mnust great opparfunify for public service bring correspond-
ing responsibility for its prcpe- use.

The association then adjourned, to mieet in Separate
sections privately during the affernoon. It was understood
tlîat the discussions at the atternoon meetings would be
private, and that the papers tbemseîves might aIse be
private wlîere their authors dcsired il.
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