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ST A A AN
KING GEORGE THE FOURTIL.
from Tue oM wj

T death of his late Majesty has induced most public pens
to attempt skeichas ol hiv Hie and character. These sketches
ara ny diversiflod in tanuer and matlor ds ure the ininds of the
writers.  While some are satisfied with a mere recital of fact,
others bring the ru}»reheuﬂible purty of his Majesty’s conduct
prominently forwnrd, nnd others waste the realms of hyperbole
and bombnst to ‘crowd terms of culogy dn theiv subject.  Per-
hopanathing shows mankingd to be moerely il grown children, do0
strongly, aa their delight inlicking the dest belore every porson-
fficatton of power, aud (heir great aptitade to he eanght with
glare and pomp, forgetful of what forms real digvity 6F charfic-
ter.  When a princo or a.great mun Is fatlen, inatend of trbating
the subject on ita own metits, there s generally In preachers
and writers, 0 proatration of independence and integrity, and a
kind of mental Klolutey, ‘which is fonlish ag it Is nacteons.  Hup-
pily the subjaot ofithe prasont skotch afiords full scope for man-
ly eutogy, wad for slacere regret, which, in getting expression
noed lillle fear hyporbole.  When we say this, it is of the King,
not the man, we speak~=and perhaps it is as the former, ' not the
latter, his character should be scanned; forit is in that he has
heen moat intimately connocted with the nation. Thodd v. .o

. argne-that his Majesty’s entire life is public property, and that in-
taking an estimate of his character all shouid be brought under
review, ng being justice to the dead and bonefit to the living—
have some grounds for fheir nvowal. If a person, who; from hiy
birth to his death,has boen fed luxuriously by the nation every day,:
should coma broadly under the cognizance of public observation,
wo find many argaments for a general review of the character of’
iaorge the Fourth.——At (he age of twenty oné;in the year Y783y
we find that he received from the Parliament a sum of £100,000

-as an owlfit, and a sum of £50,000 a year from the civil fist.
The sums of money at this period wera of considerably more
value than similar amounts now. When the Prince was twenty
four yeurs of age, wa tind Mrs. Pitt announcing an increase of
£10,000 a year to his income, a grant of £161,000 10 pay his
debts, and £20,000 to finish his house, Cacllon Palace. Two

- years. afted; on the marringe of the Prince, his Income -was’
increased to 133,000 a year, £28,000 was voted for jewelry .
and plate, . £26,000 for furniture—and debts to the amount of
£639,800 were settled.  In 1812, when lie assumed the dignity
of Regent, £100,000.-were granted to defray his expences.
These ave. the ackmowledged and public items which were la-
vished on a. few years of the life of one man. They incontesti-
bly prove the immensity of British resources, and the extrava-
gant and. reckless hand with which they were dealt by those ia
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