
ACCIDENT JNscSnANcY.

ing the scientiflo construction of a sonisid system.
of insurance. The pioncer curnpaniy is fairly
entitled to the credit ut developing this systern,
and proving that tise ririncipie of average can
be skilfuliy generalized into a real protection
against loss by accidentai bodiiy injuries. Lt
now is tise largest and best arrauged accident
company in the worid, liaving issued duritog thse
ten years ut îts existeuce over 250, 000 general
accident policies and paitt more than $2,000,000
on over 17,300 dlaims ; an average compensa-
tion for lusses equal to about seven handred
dollars a day for es-ery secular day tise cornpany
has doue business.

Probably most persons ima-gine tisat, iu tise
days ot frequent casualty ou lend and sec iu
public couveyances, accident insurance le de-
signed for tras-ellers chiefly. The reported
cases, isowever, suggest tise saistake of tisis sup-
position, and lu fact accidents frous travel are
on]y a amail part of thse lusses for whlsi conm-
pensation la paitt. Since tise Travetiers' Comn-
pany ia the mnsat successfui association, as well
as tise oldest, tise discussion of the subject be-
cornes of necessity, lu its preseut forai, litle
more than au exauihation ud its poiicy sud
pa-actice, although, its detuucit rivais have cou-
tribus-ed something to tise law ut sncb inurance,
and sorne of tliemn have left iu tise reports de-
cided indications not ouily w by thcy failed but
how well it la for the public that they died.

Accident insureuce lu tisis country beg-an
with the s'ale ot ''accident tickets " to travel-
les-s on ralroada. They were of tisree classes:
insuring thse passenger, flrst, against accidents
to the conveyance ; second, against ail sorts ot
accidents ichile travelling by public convey-
ance ; tisird, ssgpinst ail accidents set forth in
tise contract, without refereuce to couveycuice,
mode uf travel, or occupation. These tickets
were sold et raiiroad stations. By commun
agreemnent, however, of ait the American cous1-
panies, tisis brancis of insurance, was et an) eariy
day given up to tise Rcilway Passengers' As-
surance CJompan3y, which oves o'wned isy cli tise
companlea, and la now under control of tise
Traveliers' Insurence Company. Tisese tickets
cuver only c speciflc journey, or a short period
of turne, and contain tise sanie g-eneral provisions
ýas the conumon policy.

The poiicy grents a lirited insurance. Ltý
mesures eltiser îndeninty for injnry by payrnent
of a specified weekly allowance during tise time
tise insured is disabied by thse injasry, or coin-
pensetion for deatis by payrnunt uf a fixed siua if
tise insssred dies in consequence, of an accident.
Tisese t'wo formas of insurence are issued separate-

iy or in c joint policy covering botis indemnity
and compensation. Tise picy noix in use
coversal cil"bodily injuries effected throufla
ectes-uaZ, violent, atnd acIenisnac" L-
demnity is lisited to tweuty-six weeks, aud ex-
ception is expressly msade againat ail fora uf
diseuse, drunkness, duelling, suicide, se1gf-
inflicted injuries, sud wiifnl expossurs to un
ssecessary risk. Formierty tise word "lexternat'
was not inserted, but now, i order to guard
agaînst frauda, the inijnry must ho trous sonse
externat. mens aud produce a visible injury.
Deatis must occur wit'siu niuiety days from tise
happening ut tise accident to entitie tise isssured
to compensation, sud issdennity la not earued
except it totcliy disables 1dm froîsi prosecuting
any sud every isind of business for tise cors-
tinssous period for wieih it la clairned. These
are tise peculiar provisions of an accident policy,
xvbîch otiseru ian resemblses an ordiucry tifs
pollcy, thongh lu its effect and enalogy ac-
cident insurance more cloacly rcumlsfire lin-
surcuce than life insurance, and is truiy c pro.
vision for iudesnnity except lu ciascs of deatis,
wisen it becomes c contract to lcty c flxed san
of money upon tise hsappenisng of deati caused
bv accident. Thse form of tise policy bias beea
cisanged frequeiitiy ius order to adapt it to new

judîcia] decisios, sud too littie regard je lsad to
tise expedienicy of retiiu[ing tise forun ot words
whicis hes been judicialiy construed, sud thuq
expressing tise rights of ail parties by e couits-et
which gradualiy becornes quite exact lu its con-
struction. Indeed tise introduction ut certain
phsrases from tinse to tirne shows tise effect sud
mariks tise date of certain legal controversies,
sud usakes a file ut policies of successive years a
condensed history ut tise law ut tisis departaient
ut in1sussuce.

Wbat le an ac tdent ? Tise terni, as used lu
policies, bias been severai times deflned lu tise
adjudiuated cases. Lt la Il env event wlsicis
takes place without tihe foresigbt or expectation
ut tise pecrson acted upon or affected by tise
eveut." * Thse cerne definition la substautiaily
adopted in Maryland.+ Lt il "an unusual and
ssnexpected resuit attending tise performance uf
a usual sud neceaaary eut." Lt is " any unex-

pected event which heppens as by chance, or
whieli dues not take place aucording to the
usuel course ut thlcsgs," 4: t la something
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