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sented ta the. Lord CJhamellor meniorial- Praying for1 îonie
new stem of appointment of theue magistrates, which would
be non-political. The reply of the Lord Chancellor, Lord Lore-

fully noted by.the powers that be, and flot only noted but acted
upon, if the Bench in Caniada is to retain anything of ita historie
clignity and eficiency. The Chaneellor's remarks were as
follows:

"dIt is one thing to correct moxiopolies and open the Bench
t9 the honourable ambition of men of ail parties. It is quite a
clifferent thing to treat the position of justice as merely or
inny a reward of party services. Yet this is what I arn con-

stantly and mnt unfortunately asked to do, flot> itideed, by the
great bulk or nembers, but by sanie of theni, and by many out-
side. And it is most significant that, with the exception of' two
or three names, 1 cannot recali any application f rom any CoL
servative niember for the appointilient of any person" as justice
of the pence. Sa widespread and so, deeply-rooted seems ta be
the persuasion that the Bench of justices is the appanage of
party, and the Lord Chancellor the mere registrar of party
selections. Now this is, in xny judgnient, a serions danger. Jus-
tices of the peace ini England and Wales deal with an immense
Proportion of the total number of crima] cases at ane stage or
another, and have a jr'isdiction which ranges from long ternis
of penal servitude at Quarter Sessions ta slijght punihluent at
Petty Sessions, with practically littieý chance of appeal. I arn
eertair. that I ought not ta allaw an office which places in nien 's
bands the liberty and reputation of their humblest neighbours
to beeoine the subject of political traffle. The principle up'on
which I have aoted, and shahi continue ta sot, is thàt, if a .man
is suitable, -the fact that he is a strong party man, on whatever
side, is no objection. A great proportion cf the ables,~ and Most
vîgorous men are sa; and justicec, being unpaid, cannot be ne-
quired as judges are, ta lay aide political activity. But I shahi
nat allow a defeet in the necessary qualities ta be nmade gaod by
political services or restrict the choice ta those Nvho have been
politically active. My purpose la that the Beneh of justices


