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0f course one does not expect legislation affecting the legal
profession to be treated with ordinary fairness by the average
newspaper penny-a-liner. The temptation which assails himi for
a stale cheap joke is too great to be resisted; and, as he know8
nothing of the subject, lie could flot be expected to treat it with
intelligence. But one does expeet something thoughtful and
intelligent from one of the leading daily journals, perliaps the
best of them. Were it flot for the sueers at the members of a
profession whîch lias a larger percentage of high minded and
honorable men than any other calling in the community, news-

q paper mnen included, the sentence we quote inight bc supposed
to bc an extract f rom Mark Twain. This sentence is atr, fol-
lows: "Good conveyancing is flot so u icl a matter of legal
Rkill or knowledge as of personal character and moral fibre."
Could anything be funnier!1 The proposition is so mani-
festly absurd, and so curiously expressed, that any analysis
is superfiuous. But what does this reniarkable journalist

an by "personal character'" Does lie refer to moral char-
aJlter or immoral character, or strong character or weak char-
acter, or what 1 Every man on earti lias some sort of a " per-
sonal character''; but nu nman is born with an intimate know-
ledge of the law of real propert-. A child niay draw in "moral

ï, fibre" with his mother's milk, and rnay grow up to rival Joseph
iii norality, but one £ails to see that this lias anything more
to do wvith skili in conveyancing than the colour of his hair. The
writer once heard an excited Scotch fanmer at a political mieet-
ing hurl this indignant question at has opponent: 'Wad ye
doot the ver-racity of the Glob, mnon 1" We fear wve shaîl have
to dIo so 01 tliis occasion, and to iay that iii our opinion "Good
conveyancing is a matter of skill and knowledge, and not oi per-f sonal cliaracter or moral fibre;" and every sane mani will say
so too. Ex no discc omnes.

A novel point lias recently been decided in a Kentueky Cir'-
cuit Court, whicl isl of intereat to the "hot'sey" comm~unity as
well as tu Hurnane Societiles. An netion wva4 brought for


