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of action arose, or within which he resides, or carrnes on business, or wcirks for

gainl. Now--a-days no person, be he prince or peasant, is exempted froiti the
jurisdiction of one or cther of the civil courts. Even the Government may be
sued in the ordinary way, instead of by petition of right, the Secretary of Staté,.
for India being niade the defendant.

IL The various ateps in a su, in India are sornewhat sirnilar to those under the
fa-aidjudicature Acts. For instance, oral evidence inay be suppleniented

and farts proved by affidavit, bv leave of the Court. In civil suits pending before
foreign tribunals, Nvitnesses nmay be examined by interrogations, 'or viva voce,
uinder commi;ssion issued by or to any of the High date " Suprenie ") Courts o
Jtudicaiturc- at Calcutta, l3onbay and Madras, etc. Interrogatories may be

m ýÉý .drninistered to elucidate facts preparatorv to a hearing. In exceptional cases
njunictions acarddbMfusl ort.One of the High Court Judges

latel v secrely critici zetd this pnwer thuls -- A jurisdiction originally belonging
m eý, onlv ta a Suiperior Court possessed of legal kniowlcdige and experience is now

impflse( on a M-ofussil Court.. wbicli 4hares witlî its victinis the crueltx' of inflict-
0 ý5. ing such powers.-

Verilied lists of documents are ardcred and inspection granted ta bath sides,
zifter tiling of written statemucut uiswur), and Subpes to iesses follow in

due oure lurter nfomation au Indian proccdure wil be foud in R. Bell-

chaniber's Practice of the Civil Courts.
Iii aiv suit for monev in -vhich the plaintiff is a wvornain, the Court ina'g at

anv stage nmke an order for scurity foi- co)sts, if satisfied II that such p!aintiff
dooes not possess aiiv sufficient jumovable propertv xvithin B3ritish India. indepen-
dent of the property in suit." Lt need scarcely be added that my eulogy of
India's law docs not extend to suich a stronglv wordIed section. Whatever niav
be its true construction, an\ such power of sinothering a just dlaim is rough on
ladies, Europeans aud natives alike. To coutiterbalance this in a measure, nO
\voinan can bc inic.rcerated( for debt. Even with regard to mnales, imprisontment
uinder civil process is practically abolished as regards honest debtors.

\s regards \Vitinesses, ai persons (including husband and wifé) capable of
giving rational answers ta questions put to them are comupetent to testify for
thernselves or others in bath civil and criminal proceedings. Ali lawyers are
aware that a person înav, ho\%'evýer, be competent \vithout being comnpellable, but
the rare instances in whýichi the law will miot permit a witness to testify, if he be

ýi willing, are in the Lndi . Evidencre Act succiuctlv defined.
According to our Evidenice Act the Judge*is empoNvered, in bath civil and

criminal proccedings. te crnquire to the utnlost into the truth by puttîng any ques-
~ fltions he pleases in any forrm to an\' witness or to the parties about Sny fact

relevant or irrelevant ta the matters before him. and he niay, of bis own motion,
order t îr"tluction of anv docuiment or thing.

Inidia is a free country; it has a frc press, and its legal codes Ilsecure to ali
Her MNajcstv's subjects, withont distinction of race or creed, equality before the '

law~" Last speech of Lord Dufferin n Calcutta. The natives of India, of
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