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affairs, government may be wisely 
administered even although the peo
ple themselves be sunk in ignorance. 
But it cannot possibly be so with us. 
Nothing can be done for us in the way 
of government except what we do for 
ourselves. When questions of public 
interest are discussed, it is, in the long 
run, the educated opinion that pre
vails, if the educated men will only 
exert themselves to make their influ
ence felt. When the battle of con
federation was being fought in Nova 
Scotia, one of the leaders opposed to 
it, the Hon. Woodbury McLellan, 
was asked what were the prospects. 
“We shall win.” he said, “ this time, 
but confederation will carry in the 
long run.” Being asked why he 
thought so, he replied that in Halifax 
Archbishop Connolly and G. M. 
Grant were speaking in favour of it, 
and he found that when men of 
ideas, who had no selfish interest to 
serve, took up a cause, it was pretty 
sure to triumph in the end.

Not only do the universities help to 
educate public opinion and to shape 
the decisions and demands of the peo
ple, but they help the community to 
cherish the higher ideals and stand
ards of life. The university stands 
for what is lofty in thought, for the 
pursuit of wisdom and the love of 
truth as ends in themselves and not 
as mere means for amassing wealth. 
We are entering on a period of indus

trial and material development. This 
is, as we are often told, our growing 
time, and the prospect is that our 
commercial progress will be more 
rapid than anything we have yet at
tained or even dreamed of. But there 
is danger in rapid progress, for when 
the speed is great, then, in the moral 
as in the physical world, it may be 
more difficult to keep- one’s balance 
and more disastrous to lose it. We 
need all the influences that can help 
us to maintain correct ideas and ideals 
of national life, and to remember that 
for neither man nor nation does life 
consist in the abundance of what we 
possess. It is part ot the duty and 
privilege of universities to keep the 
heart of the people true to lofty pur
poses, as well as to strengthen them 
in faculty for the achievement of such 
purposes. In this high endeavour 
there should be the closest union of all 
university men, for there should be no 
envy nor jealousy in the fair sister
hood of universities. Ours is a coun
try that may well call forth the most 
loyal enthusiasm and the most fervent 
hopes of her sons, and there is laid 
upon our universities in a special de
gree the duty of striving so to influ
ence the people that Canada shall 
stand as our great mother Britain so 
long has stood, for helpful and suc
cessful effort toward the progress and 
enlightenment of the world.


