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THE MOKMOiNS.

DOMESTIC roLICY OF THE MOKMoNtr.

CIIAPTKU I.

THEIR COUNTRY

AiiMii^;; till' toiMninn; events <if the present era, v\\o of tlio must leniaik-

iilile i.-- till' rui'iiiiitiiiii (if 11 Htiile liy 11 ]K't'iiliiir jieuplc, in the liii' inleriui'

of Aiiu.'i'iia, wliicli Iims nssiiineil tlie imiiie of l>es-er-et, ii nivstic vnnl,

tiiki.'ii frniii tlie IJock of Monnnn,* sl^^nilyini^, the Liiinl of tliu lioncy-l'x.'O.

Its jiri'sent I'liijitiil 1111(1 ]iriiu'lp:il settlement is in the viiUey of tlie

Tireit Salt Lake. In this iiiul ((iiiti;;iiiiiis vales ai'e the pinlens of 11.
i-

iii'iuntaiiis, ill which the liee ami its fo^iterinjr eoni]iaiiion, nmn, have

lately lieeii eiloiiizeil, iiiid friniMvliieh neither will earrv away the st('i'es

pitherccl into the (loiiu"-tie hive. Iniliistrioiis alike, the sweet I'ouiities

of I'l'iiviileni'i^ lire eolleeteil, to lie li'.xiiriateil ii]ion iit lionie, in all the

freeiliiiii of their liein;^ and eoiistitntinn of their nature, 'fhis valley is

situated niidwav lictweeii the states of the };reiit Mississippi anil tiic

ji:uldeii eiiipire iVsln;; to life iuid intliienee on the shores of tho I'lieilie

Ocean. It is isolated from haldtalile p;rininds; liaviii;j; inhospitable tracts

to the north and south, aiid the untiiiilieiedslo|ie of the Itocky Mountains,
nearly a thou-^iiiid miles wide on the east, und nearly u tlioii>.and miles

of and salt-des(,'rts on the west, liroken up liy freipient ri.l^es of sterile

mountains. 'J'his I'ertile tract, therefore, presents itself to us with varied

iissoeiations, an olijeet of curious contempliitlon.

The Mormon setlk'inents are in that remaralde depression styled The
Oroivt lJa.sin—a region cmlmiced in the Itucky Mountuin hind out of

* The '• Liittor-Uay Saints" pretend to derive the word Mormon from the

Oaclic and u liraiich of the Teiitoiiio dialects: coiiipoundiiig it from Mor,
more or i/i'enl, niid from .Men, sipuilyiiifi yDml, and therefore it imports—more
pood, pieat jrnod. Mormon, mornumos, (Jreek, siguilics n femulc spectre, a

phantom, a liideoas nicjiister.

These two ikliiiiiions may bo decmcil to convey the differcut opinions of

the supporters uud ojiposers of Murmonisiu.


