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forget the awful responsibilities resting upon them. They
constitute the oldest nation on this western hemisphere,
the first on the list of existing republics. They stand for-

ward, the object of hatred to some, of admiration to many,
of wonder to all ; and an impressive example to the people

of every country. To them is committed an experiment,
successful hitherto, the final result of which must have a

powerful influence upon the destiny of mankind ; if fa-

vorable and happy, the whole civilized world will be
free ; if adverse, despotism and darkness will again over-

sh7«dow it. May they ever be sensible of the vast import-

ance of their example. May they never betray their sacred

trust.
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