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In the present arrangements of our industry, wliero frequent

removal from one manufacturing town to another is the fu-

% lure, almost necessary., of every enter|)rising workman, it is

iiiilced a pily tbat that removal should throw liiin and his

laiiiily, ill any case of dcstitnlion, out of the list of ihosi; for

wliom [li(> town ho lives in should provide;. A statute, intend-

ed mercdy to assume the charge of vagrants, .should not so de-

sc ibo tlii'tn as to iiiclnde iialf the working men of the State.

In 1H,"5() I made application to the Overseers of the Poor on
liehalf of a man who moved into the town in is:>:i. In

IS II he removed from it for six montlis. He returned in ISli,

and from that time he paid his taxes for eight years, lit; had
been naiiiralized in the proper form also. Seventeen years of

residence had not given iiim a "settlement," however, be-

^ can.se tliey were not continuous,—nor had tax-paying, nor cit-

izenship. Hccould not be relieved therefore asa pauper belong-

ing to the town, i may add that the overseers would gladly

have relieved him as a State p.mper, and wished to do so, but

that, from the time of that relief ho would have been obliged

to hive begun a now ten years' probation. The children of

this man,— all born in the town, were in like wise a charge to

the Slate Treasury.
It will he observed that this stringent law does not in the

least allect the necessity of supporting the persons who have
no "settlement." It only creates in every town of the State

a class of persons, most of whom have lived there for years

probably, from whom every year come those poor persons who
are cinirgeable in part to the Slate 'I'rcasury, in the anouia-

loiis and misystematic way I have dt^scribed, instead of the

town tr(!asiiry, according to the simple old Saxon arrangoment,

which we had from the beginning.

No other IVew I'lngland State is nearly so strict.

t>, ^lassachusetts requires ten years' residence.
^' Alatiie " live " "

i\'ew llampsliire " seven years' poll tax.

Vermont " four " residence,

(/omiecticut " six " "

Rhode Island three years' residence to entitle one to support.

To such extent do these States provide more carel'nlly for

foreign paupers than does Massachusetts. They give them
support, that is, in the town which has been made their home,
by a residence of years.

Iiiit with us the existence of a class who almost never earn

"settlement"' is perpetual trouble and cause of useless expense.

The temptation is iniiiHitise to s(!nd them to some other town
where tliey have friends, or think a better chance will open
to them. Ten thousand dollars a year is a small estimate for


