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<« Scotland •-." The reafon affigncd for refufing thefe applied-

'

tions, was clear and fatisfaftory. A letter from the Court of

Hanover contains thefe words :—" The Eleftor cannot' give the

« money demanded for the eleftions. Befides, he (hould faii"

" infallibly) as the Court luould alnuays have the betuviefi

«* purfe\" '--it ?^>»' 4-?*i - 'i^ iA."-;':^^*-? i^^i .'i^tdft «!'.. v <:.

Nothing is more furprifing, than the inaccuracy \v4iich'

abounds in many, even of our beft hiftorians. Thfere cannot*

bs ftronger proofs imagined of the corrnption of both Houfes
'

of Parliament, than what have been juft now produced. Yet»

with this blaze of evidence before his eyes, the writer of the

Memoirs of Britain has advanced a very ftrange aflenion.—

When fpeaking of Mr. Duncombe's acquittal in the Houfc of'

Peers, in 1695, he adds, ** For the honour of the Houfe of
«* Lords, this it the only infiance in- EngUjh hifioryt in which"

« the diftribution of private money was fufpeded to have had"
«< influence with a number of PflcrsJ."

Afker fuch a fpecimen of the honefty of the Whigs it would ^

be unneceflary to enumerate all the other mediods. which they"^

fell upon to embarafs their unfortunate Queen. One of thdr "

fchemes was, to bring over the Eledor Prince, under the title t

of the Duke of Cambridge, as a head to their party. But un* i

juckily this projeft was equally difagreeable to the Eledlor of^

Hanover and to the Queen. In a letter to George, dated 30th "

M«y 1714, " I am determined," fays Anne, « to oppofe a "

« piojeft fo contrary to my royal authority, however fatal the *'

«' confcquences may be ^." And George himfelf abfolutely re--'-*

fufcd every propofal of this kind. " His refufal was fo peremp* '

« iQVfa that the Whigs, and even his fervants, made no fcruple-

'

« ofafcribing his conduA to a jealoufy of bis (nvn/on^" It''»

has been faid, a thoufand times over, that George the Firften- '-

tertained the mod violent fufpicion as to the legitimacy of his'''

* Macpherfon's State Papers, vol. ii; p» 498.
+ Ibid. p. 497.

% Memoirs of Britain, vol. ii. part jdi Book iv*

^ State Papers, vol. ii. p, 621.
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Macpherfon, vol, ii, chap, io»
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