
An Essay on Trade. H
To proceed: as to the fifth reafon for exr

clufive companies, there caa be no pretence

for it any longer in our times. For it is

well known, the credit of our government

is fo good, that individuals rather chufe to

lend their money upon pubKc, than private

(ecurities.—And that they do it evea on

cheaper terms.

Wherefore, laftly. If thefe nufances to a

free trade, and the public good, ihall {till

continue, it is too plain, that they will owe

their prefervation to the fame caufe that

gave them birth, v/z. a jobb.—But that I

may exprefs my utter diflike againfl them,

in common with every other ditinterefled

man, who wifhes well to the good of tha

whole community, I fliall go on,

Thirdly, to point out a few of the princi-

pal evils, and deftruftive confequences at-

tending them.

In the I ft place, Thefe exclufive com-

panies cannot trade, if they were inclined,

upon fo eafy terms, as private adventurers

would do, were the trade laid open. So
many dire^ors, fupercargoes, ftorehoufe-

keepers, fadlors, agents, clerks;—and all

the pickings of their leveral dependants:

—

fo many fees, fweetnings,^/f. from the ma-
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