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the fobriety of diftant pofterity, and the faga-

city of an enlightened hiltorian ; and could be

happy enough to make his voice heard, by afl

thofe direaly or remotely intercfted m the

event. ,11
The great problem of political knowledge,

is, how to prcfcrve to mankind the advan-

tages of freedom, together with an authority,

ftrong enough to controul every daring viola-

tion of general fccurity and peace. The

prize of political wifdom is due to the man,

who fhall afford us the bed comment upon

that fundamental principle of civilization,

Liberty without Licentioufnefs.

Great is the error, or firtifter and aUrm-

ing the policy, of thofe, who tell us that

politics is a fimple fcience, where the plaineft

underftanding is in no danger of a fatal mif-

Uke. Politics, efpecially if we underftand

that term as relating to fuch focieties of men

as at prefcnUivide the earth, is the mafter-

piece of human fagacity*

To govern individu^s in t petty and limited

'
circle, is eafy. TTh'-may be governed, if

fufficient judgment be exercifed upon the fub-

jca, by reafon alone. But it is far otherwife

with nations, with millions pfmen united
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