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And here I cannot help reflefling on the an^zing conduct of our mlniAry, in

not attacking tiiis colony, which at prefent is To far from being formidable. It

ought certainly to have been the very firft objedl of our attempts after Canada

was in our pofTetrion. A great force at an immenfe expence, (much fupcrior to

what would have been required for the conqued of Louifiana) is gone againd

Martinico, which is not of ftch confequencc to us. General Amherft migli;

have conveyed his whole army down the Ohio and MinTillippi, with as much
eafe as he proceeded through a much worfe and more impenetrable country, by the

way of Crown Point by water to Montreal. It would have been a moft remark-

able advantage, to have been able to proceed by water for upwards of three

thoufand miles on fuch an expedition j and the country is fo very fruitful, and

abou ds fo with deer and tame cattle, that an army might be maintained in it

perhaps eafier than in any other country in the world. But there are many other

reafons which muft be evident to the reader without reciting, that prove very

clearly how ill our miniftry judged in preferring an expedition againft Martinico,

to one againft New Orleans.

The firft article of the feveral memorials between the courts of Great-Britain

and France, which I inferted above, alfo ceded to France a (hare of the New-

foundland filhery, in confideration of Dunkirk's being demolilhed, according to

the treaty of Utrecht.

If the fame miniftry who made that peace and alfo that of Aix, had again pro-

pofed fuch an article as this, I Ihould not have been furprized j but that a man

of our Patriot Minifter's abilities, (hould give up the intereft of the nation in a

point of fuch immenfe importance, I own is fomething odd, or at leaft it appears

fo at firft fight, though this paradox as well as many others, might perhaps be

cafily reconciled with common fenfe. The vaft confequence of this fifliery fhould

undoubtedly have prevented our miniftry, from ceding any port to France in

thefe parts. We offered them the ifland of St. Peter j this fpot which has

a convenient port, is very finely fituated for the cod fishery, as well as any point

of Newfoundland, and they might undoubtedly make it of as much coniequencc

to them for filhing as ever Cape Breton was, but this ifland is not the only cef-

mafters of them already, oiiJy with a handfuj of men, how will they ever be rooted out of them,

when they come to be well fecured and fortified in them, the firft thing they will do without doubt

;

and to encreafe and multiply as they muil do in fuch fruitful countries ? It will then be in vain to

iay, that Britain ought to vindicate its rights to thofe countries ; or that Spain is endangered by them.

They muft both fubmit to the fate they have brought upon themfelves, if they fufFer the French thus

to over-run North-America, and to fccure and fortify themfelves in it. We never fee them part

«vith a place they once get fure footing in ; nor give up or neglect fuch advantages as thofe here re-

prei'cnted, theSpanifli treafures in America." ^eTheConteJl in America, written by Dr. Mitchell

i

»ho pcrfedly uoderllood the importance of thefe countries.
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