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forotlicrgovcrtirnonts to pursue n like policy witli tlioir

colonics.

H. — Freer intcrcourso with Spnin, but with Spain
only, wns allowed to Cuba after ITH.'i, and an increased

measure of prosperity resulted, V)ut it was cursed with
th(> stain of the slave traile, as Cuba became the depot
for the traflic in humanity for all Central America.
The trade in slaves was freed from all former restric-

tions in 17H!). and from that year to 1820, the; average
importation of slaves to Cuba per annum, was 7.(K)(>.

For the ne.xt twenty-one years the average was 18.0(10.

The trade was placed under restrictions after 1S41,

and in 184") it was expressly forbidden. That order
was made absolute by the vigilance of Captain (ren-

eral Concha during two years, but after that lapse of

time it became understood by Spanish officials that the

order was not in earnest; it was a concession to civiliz-

ation in outward appearances, not intended for every
day wear. So the slave trade revived in Cuba after

the year 1847.

4.— Cuba enjoyed an era of commercial prosperity

after the first quarter of the nineteenth century, for

three reasons : Hayti had fallen into trouble, and
civil wars distracted attention from busines.s, so a rival

was practically removed ; the tobacco monopoly, which
confined all dealings to Spanish ports, was annulled in

1816, and the benefit speedily followed ; and thirdly,

general freedom of trade was permitted in and after

the year 1818. There were insurrections of the ne-

groes in the year 1844, and again in 1848, besides

many minor outbreaks, but such risings were repres-

sed with great rigor, and it is believed that the war of

1848coi5t 10,000 negroes their lives. The slave traffic

could not have been all profit, when from a slave own-
er's point of view, so much valuable property had to

be aestroyed in order to prevent all the rest from

emerging into human conditions.

6. — Cuba is an object of very great interest to the

United States, as may well appear from the fact that
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