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APPENDIX TO V 01.. II, 817

No. II, . Coujlruclion of the joulhcrn Mcuntains of liindojlant

[Commuiu'catcd by Dr. Buchanan,]

The molV common rorkn '"n Karnala, that is ti> fay in the country above the Ghnts, belongliifr to the Briiiflt

tnd their idly the Rnj.i of Mypire, are various granites and ffnoifTcs with olher nccgrL-jjate ftw.ie^, ;liTp:>l"ed in ver-

tical flrata, ami )niicii intevfcCtcd !iy veins of quai-tz and ol fclfpar. Some f.f thLie veiv; are of great thick-

Iii-fs. The granite:* are of great variety, and fome of tliem and of the poruhenes are veiy beautiful, dfl'ord liir'je

niafTcs for buildii.;::, and l.ikc an elegant \;. 'lib I-on fliot quartz and h.)ir^lt;one are very cornm^)n ; a; is alio

fnido/.e mica, moll bcau'ifid fp?einiens 01 wliicb n^ay be piocured on tbi' Xarit;hit hill wbicb overlook- Seringa-

patam. Hornblende and pot-ilone, with a variety of rocks of an im mi^dia'e nature, are alfo convnon, and
alForJ excellent materials for building. Of the firll have been formed the hi, llv politbed col'.imns by wliicU

Hyder's tomb is fiipported. In almoll every part of the country are found in the 1 r' fporadio calcareous con-
cretions, which in fome fields are very abundant, and fupply the inhabitants with lime.

DraveJa or the country between tiic I^alU-ru Gkals and Madras conlills nearly of the fame materials with thnffi

above mentioned ; but the mo,l common aggregate rock is one compofed I imagine of fmall malles of arid and

fat quart/, united. Some fuppofe that what I have called arid quartz is felfpar in a (late of decay : tlie (tone

howevci is cxccflivcly hard, and an excellent material for building, although it dots not admit of a marble

polilh

In the province of Coimbetore the fame vertical rocks form the bafis of the country j but In many parts

they are covered entirely by a calcarcous_^r(j/um, which in its naaire and appearance eutirely rcfi^mblts the fpo-

radic concretions found to the northward y jnd, thefe alf > are common in Coimbetore. 'I'hat it is a tufa,- or

dep.ifition from water, I have uo doubt, having found it maiked by the imprcflion of leaves of trees, and alfo

united with fmall fragments or the primitive rocks fo ai to refemble the cement formed of lime and fn-.all

gravel.

The maritime region between the fea and the weftern mountains from Paligbat to Goa, an-d probably Hill

farther north and fouth has for its bafis a folid grey granite without veins of quartz. Towards the north I ob-

ftrved interinixe'l with this granite rock of talcoze argilite and hornblende flate. The nioft remarkable llratuin

in this part of ».h< ountry lies over the primitive rock, and by the natives is called Brick-itone. It Is nn indu-

rated clay con"'-; rr ch oxyde of iron. While in the llratiim, and covered by the foil, it is fo foft that it

can readily be •-• r> uny ir.m isillrument, fuch as a knife ; and is tafilx' raifcd in mafPes with a pick ax, after

which it is cut \ " owtl into pieces fit for building, wlii h by evpof u-c to the air become equal in liardnefa

to the bell bricks, and «re ufed in all buildings, even fuch as are unilti water, as a moil: dural)le and excellent ma-

terial. The paitsof this llraluni that are expofed to the air alumic tlic .ippe:iraiice of a black rock, containing

numerous fmall cavities as if it had undergone the adlion i)f ine, and which is extremely lleille.

Iron ore aboimds in alniolt every prirt of the fouth of India : the moll common is in the form of black fand,

which 13 found puic in the channels of torrents, or is procured by walhing it from bed? of clay with which it i»

Intcrmi-xcd.

Height of the MouHtains of Iiutari or Tibet.'

By Colonel Crawford's obfervations, taken with great care near Patna, the highell peak of Himala then within

view is more than twenty thouland feet above the plain of Nipal, which is probably live thoufand Icct above

the fea.

• » In the Hindoo chronology mentioit is made, by Sir W. Jones, of Billions, Sec. of yean. D;. John'aa

Jjaving given no explauation, the following may not be unneccllury.

Tii'lioni. B'rilionj. Millinn'. Units.

I2;,2JZ, :-C,J<-2, 722, lit, 2t:,Z.2,_

Bv a Billion Is meant, in fhort, what is otherwil'e called a Mllion ot Mi'lions ; and by aTril ion, I- meant ?.

Million of Millions of Millions. .A.nd the hke is to be undcrllood of Qiuidriil'ons, Qnintillions, Sestil ions, ;vc..

ffelll'i /iriihm. 1723. bvo. p. P, lu.
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