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Convent at Milan, of Santii Maria doUc Ora/.if, and havn looked upon thi' 'Ccnncolo,''

must have dillii;ulty in bolioving thkt it ib tho pro<lu<-tion of a Icft-hnndod man. This

wonderful work of art, now greatly decayed, still preserves much of its wonderful beauty,

and it is known to those who have not visited Italy, by the engraving of Raphael

Morghcn, i)ul)liKhi'd in 1800.

I am unable to speak v)f his contributions to general publications. Throughout his

life he was a constant writer in the press and the magazines, until even within a few

months of his dcaih. The Canailinu Journal, of Toronto, contains some of his most valuable

contributions. As a rule they run in the direction he always willingly followeci

:

antiquarianism and ethnology. Tho Journal was alco edited by him for some years. Ho
likewise wrote some articles for the Kucydopiedia Britannica.

His ccntributions to the 'Transactions' of this society partook of tho same character.

In IH83, " Pre-Aryan Americian Men " appeared ; in 1HH5. " The Artistic Faculty of Abori-

ginal IJaccs." In tho same year, and in 1880, tho two papers I have previously named.

In 1880 likewise, ''The Lost Atlantis" based on tho Platonic dialogues of tho 'Timieus'

and the 'Critias.' Quoting Jowett, that no one know better than Plato to invent "a

noble lie," Sir Daniel examines tht^ opinion of Humboldt, that the legend is a possible

vestige of a widely spread tradition of earlier times. His own c(mi lusion is that "the

legendary Atlantis must still remain a mylh." In 1880, he wrote a paper on the " Trade

and Commerce of tho Stone Age." " Viniand of the Northmen," the last of his contribu-

tions, appeared in 1800. We must also remember that in 1882 Sir Daniel gave the inau-

gural address on the constitution of the society at its first meeting. I will only remark

that, as all may suppose, he then expressed his sense of pride in the dignity and honour

of being a British subject, adding the hope that the Dominion will continue to remain a

portion of tho great empire to which we belong.

On the retirement, owing to ill-health, of Dr. McCaul from the presidency of the

university in 1881, Dr. Wilson was named to the post He was the one person to whom
public opinion pointed as Dr. 'McCaul's successor, and his nomination was on all sides

acceptable. In 1888, he received tho honour of knighthood. His death took place on the

6th of August last. Sir Daniel had been a widower since I88r>. A daughter had pre-

viously pnssed away ; his second daughter. Miss Sybil Wilson, survives him.

It has been stated that in no long period after his arrival in Toronto, he was ollered

tho presidency of McGill College, in Montreal, but that he declined the oiler, having

resolved to devote his energies to the advancement of University College, Toronto.

Such are tho brief facts of Sir Daniel Wilson's uneventful life, at least in tho incidents

which appeal to public attention. In this society we have to consider his loss from the

view of tho influence he exercised on the higher education of his province. With the

gent'ral public, his admitted status as a man of letti :s was more accepted on authority than

based upon tho wide popularity of his writings. It was a received fact that his books in

the mother country had brought him fame and distinction, and that ho had beeu selected

for the post to which he had been appointed owing to the reputation he had gained ; but

there were few who would not have boon puzzh^d to describe the character of his writings.

Indeed they are not of a nature to obtain acceptance outside of the class to which

they are addressed. His " Memorials of Edinburgh" could no* aspire to general popularity.

The book was addressed to the more intelligent of the community ; that it received praise


