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Montreal, went up the Ottawa to the Lake of the Hurons or Fresh Water
Sea, and ascended the Ricl|belieu, to discover Lakes Champlain and
George. He brought out clergy and established the Roman Catholic
Church. He had, indeed, to surrender Quebec to the Kirks, and was
carried, with others, away to England, but even there, during his five

weeks' stay near the French Ambassador, I think it was he who laid the
basis for the restitution of Canada to the French, which shortly followed—
Charles IL giving it up so as to secure Queen Henrietta's overdue
dowry—and he then went back with fuller power than ever, saw his infant

colony well re-established, and died and was buried in the little city he
loved so well.'^

In quite early times, say in 1613, he had attempted even more; he
commenced an enterprise not yet completed, though it may soon be
accomplished, viz. : the establishing of a trade route between the Northern
Ocean and the valley of the St. Lawrence. And of his attempt to reach
the Hudson Bay by a land and river route, this paper is intended to give
pai ciculars.

His own writings must be the basis of the account, and as in this

particular work he is especially lucid, there should be Kttle difficulty in

reconstructing the scene.

He commences with a picture of the way merchants over-reached them-
selves, and in his downright, old way he was no free-trader, but a monopo-
list. "They send their vessels into the ice," says he, " in the hope to be
the first in the river ; they secretly (as they think) bid against each other for

furs and so give far more for them than necessary—thinking to forestall

their competitors and getting cheated themselves." This he complained of
because they were gathering the fruits of his labors, without contributing
to the great costs and charges of building forts and warehouses at Quebec
and elsewhere, and aiding him to make fresh discoveries for the glory and
profit of France, or helping to bring the poor Indians to the knowledge of

the Lord

!

To remedy all this he succeeded in getting some sort of a patent of

* The Relations of the Jesuits are full of references to Champlain. In 1640, speaking of a Huron
settlement, they say :

" This was where the late M. de Champlain remained longest during his

voyage to the inland sea, two and twenty years ago, and here his reputation is still a living memory
in the minds of the wild races, who honor, after these many years, the numerous virtues they found
him to possess, especially his chastity and continence. Would to God other early French travelers

had been like him."

One dark spot appears to rest upon his noble, solid, unselfish character. He was the first to

fire a shot in war in Canada. Raiding with Algonquin and Huron tribes, he sullied with Iroquois

blood the shores of the lake to which by right of discovery he gave his name.
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