
INSAXITV IN IJKLATION Hi LAW 17

•arated

Dill

5 over

ml sin,

I iniiso

charity

2 everv

almost

ions of

ipathy

:

naiTiers

nation

:

for its

'!• since

jresent,

>nalists,

ifluence

vnction

ccuracy

tal (lis-

Ingland

if there

be cut

be ob-

ftion of

pitch of

CIS to be

? hardly

irtainty.

nient.

—

kind of

I in tlio

I

body considered as nltimatf phenomena are unseen, so that if

we ascertain tlie structure of ;l\e minutest I'ibril and hiy it l)aru

in the living man in all its detiJls, we must still accept external

things as the indices of things unseen. The subtle forces act-

ing in the brain are onlv determined ultimatelv as thev iutlu-

ence the (ionsciousness in ourselves, or as they cause those

changes in th(^ hotly or its movements which are tlu^ indices of

changes in the consciousiuiss of others. AVe might as well look

for the electric iluid which carries the expression of our thoughts

along the uire. Xo other evidence is possible, even iuthe

most ordinary cases of this kind. If the police find a man uj)-

roarious, reeling about and smelling of whiskey, they comdude

he has been drinking ; and if policemen reason at all, they will

conclude that the drink went down his numth, into his stomach,

and from his stomach into liis lungs and brain, where it is doing

its j)oi.sonous work, and making him temporarily insane. Thus

the police will conclude that external thing.s, that is thc^ drunk-

ennes.s, are tlie indices of things unseen, that is tlie whiskey.

—

The Cliancellor added tbat lii» Avas about to attempt to legislate

so as to discover \\here tlie abuses and caiises of eiTor lav, which

made such cases as Windham's generally odious, and the exam-

ination by mad doctors little better tliiiii a farce.

Windham's case is well known. He was ;i young man who
succeeded to a large ]H'0]ierty, whicJi lie dissipated ii^ all kinds

of am'cc in a f(>w years, and his nt^xl relative tried to have him

inade a wai-il in ( "laincery, and ]uit on an all(»wance for life, in

order to save tlu' rt^innant of the jiroperty. Tlie usual htird

swearing concerning his sanity took [dace in court, and one

doctor was ])itted against another, until more than the usual

amount of disagreement was elicited, and fiir more than the

usual amount of disgrace and contempt fell upon the ]vofession.

And all this because the man was tried on a false issue. It ouyht

to have been no t|uestion whether the acts of the man were

consistent or uot with perfect sanity, a^* judged l)y his know-


