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furnished to -me, and I believe ta other mem-
bers of the bouse, by Mr. Charles Delbridge,
who was police commissiocer of that city for
the year 1932. 0f the 411 holdups 324 were
carried eut with arms, and there were 23
attempted armed holdups. There we have
uver eighty per cent of the total holdups in
Vancouver during that period carried out
wîth the use of arms. Then there were twenty
cases in which it was doubtful whether or flot
arms were used; the attempt was made to
convinoe the victim that the holdup man was
armed.

I tbink this aIl goes te prove the necessity
for some legislation such as we have before
us to-day. Perhiaps in Vancouver our popu-
lation is a little more cosmopolitan than it
is in some other centres, but certainly there
we have been victi'ms cf the holdup artists.

Mr. MARCIL: The same thing applies to
Montreal.

Mr. HANBURY: The hion. member for
Winnipeg North Centre inquired from the
micister whether this legisiation was advo-
cated and supported by police boards in
varices parts cf Canada. I shculd say that
perhaps it is, but in addition to that, it is
being supperted by members cf the council
and, on mv part. by oce member cf this
loeuse cf Commons, and I think it is legisla-
tien that we shoîild have. The city council
cf Vancouver bas on several occasions
advo~ cated legislation alccg- this lice and, like
the hion. m-ember for New Westminster, I
do net think we can make the law in this
regard toc drastic. The minister is suggesting
an amendment whercby hie is geicg te fix the
gacl terni frcm cce te five years. It is con-
ceivable that a man might inadvertently be
carryicg a weapoc with him and in that case
perhaps it might werk an injustice te put him
in gacl for a period cf five years. On the
other hand. the mac whe is carrying an
offensive w capon should show good cause fer
havicg it i0 his possession, and if lie bas it
fer offensive puirposes, agaicst the peace of
the people cf this country, I do net think
five years is tee long. Indeed, if I had my
way, I would put him in gael for the rest cf
bis life. The man who gees around with
an offensive weapon is a potential murderer;
I do not look upen him in acy other way. I
hope the micister viill keep this legislation as
drastic as possible.

Mr. LAPOINTE: 1 agree with the previ-
siens cf this bilI1, and more particularly with
the provision that the attorney general cf
the province shoeld have the righit te issue
permits either te the police or te other
per:,ons carryîcg offensive weapens.

[Mr. Hanbury.]

Mr. MITCHELL: In my opinion there is
absolutely ne reason why any civilian should
carry arms. I have neyer owned a weapon
le my life and I do not believe there is any
reason fer anyene te own, firearms. The man
wbo carrnes aroued a firearm is a moral
coward. My hion. friend from cee of the
British 'Columbia, constituencies spoke of
peeple who might carry arms inadvertently.
It secans te me that if we leave that loophole
in the legislation te take -care of such cases
everycce wbo is arrested under this law wilýl
endeavour to get from under by invokicg
that amendment. W/bat I want te peint out
in coneection with the Montreal case bcw-
ever is 'that this man bad ne cpportunity te
defend bimself. It cannet be said that hie
carried arms. 11e wvas absolutely uearmed
and was shet in the back.

Mr. JEAN: That is net correct.
Mr. MITCHELL: It is.

Mr. JEAN: No. The case was beard be-
fore Magistrate Cusson who heard twenty
witnesses and effered te bear as many mere
as might corne forward, and ble absolutely
justifled Constable Zappa in 'the action be
hiad taken.

Mr. MITCHELL: This mac was unarmed.

Mr. BELL (St. Antoine): H1e bad picked
uip an iren bar.

Mr. MITCHE.LL: 1 still maictain that
lie was unarmed. I absolutely agnee with the
contention that it is ucnecessary for the police
force of the country te walk arcucid armed
like scidiers in the midst cf a war. It may be
necessary under certain circumstaeces fcr
themn te carry arms, and 1 arn net one cf
those wbe would suggest that the police force
sbould net semetimes be armed. I sbould
like te kncw however what proportion cf the
mec who teck part ie holdups in Vancouver
district wcre natives of this country.

Mr. HANBURY: That dees net alter the
position.

Mn. MITCHELL: Tlîe respoesihilitv rests
with the police forces cf the country te see
te it that there is ce unnecessary display of

acm nc their part. Any such display is in
my opinion utterly wreng. I do net tbink it
is a gocd thing to display arma te beys whc,
particularly at this time, have very little te
de. In my opinion this legislation should if
possible have some stipulations along- that lie.

Mr. BELL (St. Antoine): The bion. member
fer Wicnipeg- North Centre and the hon.
member for East Hamilton bave cet stated
cerrectly the facts in cencection with this


