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on economie questions, on the International
Control of Ports, Waterways and, Railways
and on Submarine Cabies. During thelast
mornth of my stay in Paris I acted regulariy
as Chairman of the British Empire delega-
tions in the absence of the Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom, whose duties as a
member of the Council of Four constantly
lirevented his attendance.

It is desirable to note an important de-
velopment in constitutional practice respect-
ing the signaturp of the various -Treaties
concluded at the Conference. Hitherto it
has been the practice te insert, an article or
reservation providing for the adaiesion of
the Dominions. In view cf the new position
t.hat had been secured and of the part
played by Dominion representatives at the
peace table we thought this method inap-
propriate and undesîrable in connection
with the Peace Treaty. Accordingly I pko-
posed that the assent of the King as High
Contracting Party to the varlous Treaties
should in respect of the Dominions be sig-
nified by the signature of the Dominion
plenipotentiaries, and that the preamble
and other formai parts of the Treaties
ehould be drafted accordingly. This pro-
posai was adopted in the form of a memor-
andum by* ail the Dominion Prime Ministers
at a meeting which I summoned, and was
put forward by me on their behalf to the
British Empire delegation, by whom At was
accepted. The proposai was subsequently
adopted by the Conference and the varicus
Treaties have been 'drawn. up accordingiy
s0 that the Dominions appear therein as
signatories, and their concurrence in the
Treaties is thus, given in the same manner
as that of other nations.

This important consiitutional develop-
ment involved the issuance by the King,
as High Contracting Party, cf Full Powers
te the various Dominion Plenipotentiary
Delegates. In order. that such powers
issuçd te the Canadian Plenipotentiaries
might be based upon formai action cf the
Canadian Government, an Order in Council
was passed on April 10, 1919, granting the
neceseary aut.hority. -Accordingly I ad-
dressed a communication te the Prime
Minister of the United Kirigdom iequesting
that necessary and' appropriate steps
should be taken to estabiah the connection
between this Order in Council and the issu-
ance of the Full Powers, by His Majesty se
that it inight formaliy appear cf record
that they were issued on the responsibility
cf the Government of Canada.

The new and dellnite status of the Doà
minions at the Peace Conference is further

maifiested in the constitution of the
League of Nations. Since they had enjoyed
the samnestatus at the Peace Conference
as tbhat cf miner powers-, we tock ýthe
ground that the Dominions should be sim-
ilarly accepted in the future international
relationship contemplated by the League.
The League of Nations' Comumission,
while inclinedý te accept this in principle,
did. not, at the oùtset accept ail its imp1ica-
tiens as was apparent in the first-'draft of
the Covenant. This document, however,
was professedly tentative. The Domin~ions'
case was, pressed, and in the final form as
amended 'and incorporated in the Treaty
of Peace with Germany, the status of the
Dominion& as to membership and repre-
sentation in the Assenrbly and Council was
fuily recognized. They are te become mem-
bers as'signatories of the Treaty, and the
terms of the document make no distinction
between them and other signatory mem-
bers. An officiai statement as, to the true
intent and meaning of the provisions cd the
Covenant in that regard was secured by-
me and is of record in the Archives of the
Peace Conference.

A similar question arose in respect c'f the
constitution of the International Labour
Organization. Corresponding te the Council
of the League there is a Labour Governing
Body ccneisting of delegates noininated
by a limited nuniber of governments. The
original form of the Labour Convention
did not adequateiy reèognize .the status of
the Dominions and at the 'Plenary Session
of April 11, 1919, when a resolution was
proposed that the Peace Cconlerence ap-
prove cf the Draft Convention, I moved
that the resolution be amended by adding
a provision which. authorized the Drafting
Commnittee to make such amendments as,
were necessary to have the Convention
conform to the League of Nations in the
character of its membership and in the
method of adherence. 'As a. resuit the
Labour Convention was finally amnended so
that the Dominions were piaced on the
same footing as other memibers of the In-
ternational Labour organization, becoming
eligible liI<e others, for selection to nomin-
ate their Governruent Deiegates te the Gov-
erning Bosly.

I hope the House wiii realize that the
recognition and status accorded te the.
British Dominions at the Peace Conference'
were not won without constant effort and
firm insistence. In ail these efforts the
Dominions. had the strcng and unwavering
support of the British Prime Minister and
his colleagues. The cônstitutional struc-
ture of the British Empire is imperfectly


