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we have heard from the minister in very re-
cent times-we have been arrnexed te the
United States by an Order in Council. Our
railroads and our railroad services -have been
autamatically twisted north and south. by
those whe swore upon a hundred platforms
that se f ar as they qould tlhey ehould
neyer ru.n any way except east and
west. Well, if *my hon. friend -the Sol-
icitor Genéral and the Deputy Minieter
of Justice are righst in. their law--or, rather,
I ought ta say, ili my hon. friend froni Hali-
fax je righst in bis law and the Order in
Council lapses at the end of the wer, I can
only trust that the annexation will lapse
then also.

I would not like to be in the position of
the Minister of Finance on this question.
He and I have -had maîny good-natured bouts
acrose this fioaoT, and I do ne>t Vhink any
one iii the Hous 'bas a greater admiration
fur many of his qualities than I have. 'But
I must say that ithere le one of bis quali-,
ties which I would net want to. emulate,
however much I might admire iA. I have
had far too little experience myself as a
quick-change artist to envy hie position at
tbe present thue. I canînot help recaffing
that oily in the lest session af Farliaxuent
my hon. friend delivered a speech one hour
and three-quarters in duration-and tiiat
was quite a long -speech, much longer than
the Budget speech, one od hie speeches upon
which the meniber for Halifax ceuld not
have congratulat-ed him, on the quality of
ýbrevity-in whieh fie gave the reasons why
we ahould. not have free- wheat. What
changes this war has broug'ht abo dt! I
recaîl a special sentence in the first speech
which my- han. friend delivered, in this
Houe. Aftèr heavi-ng told us how hie party
had been put in power by the assemibled
and serried bardes oi mnen ýbehind him from
the province of Ontarioand how he had
got the support af alI classes in that prov-
ince, he turnied ta us and sadd: "Would it
not be the part of wisdom, the great prav-
Ince af On.tario having spoken in this way,
for 'hon, gentlemen opposite to accept the
verdiet?" And ne>w he himef, by an Order
i Couneil, has torn the verdict ta ebreds
and tatters. What changes, Mr. Speaker,
this war bas brought about! ButL 1 should
be the Iast man to quarrel with the change,
and here I offer my hearty congratulations
ta the minieter. I bhail withi pîsasure any-
thing in the way of freer trade, came from
where it mnay, and I offer the minister my
hearty congratulations, as 1 do alea upan

hie increase of direct taxation announjced
in his Budget â1tatement.

I know, in answer to the comments that 1
have been making, that it will be said by
some hon. gentlemen opposite-they have
already been saying it in the country-
that this Iree wheat ie a mers war measure,
and they leave the people of Ontario to
infer that it will disappear at the end of the
war. The Minister of Finance and the
Solicitor General do not feel disposed to take
that coure and if they do not, I shall give
them crédit for courage and honesty; but
the fact remaine that .hon. gentlemen op-
posite are saying on the public platforms
nowthat thie je a war meaeure, and the
inference je that it will dieappear alter the
war je over. Something of that meaning
muet have been in the mind of the Minieter
of Trade and Commerce at an interview he
gave on the statue of the change. He made
ane of thoee curioue statemente that only he
is capable of producing, when he eaid:
"'Thie je removed from the realm of trade."
When I read that statement, two thoughts
occurred to me: the firet was, if it was
removed from the realm of trade, into what
realm wae it removed? I wondered whether
it had gone into the realm of science or
astronomy or some realm of that kind.
'The second was, that we are dealing in
wheat with the United States, dieloyal
though that may be, especially in this time
of war. The keystone of the arcb, as my
hon. friend from St. Antoine (Mr. Amee)
said in the debate six yeare agôo-I remem-
ber what he eaid because I followed hie
speech-t-is gone. We are dealing with the
United States, but the Minister of Trade
and Commerce says that thie thing is re-
moved 'from the realm of trade. Had he
been here, I would have aeked him what
realm it hae gone into. Then I would have
gone on ta ask him why a Minister of Trade
and Commerce should 'rejoice in any act of
the Government being removed from. the
realm of trade. To an ardinary man like
myseif, a Minieter of Trade and Commerce
ought to be a man whose endeavour je to
promote trade, bu~t the gentleman who holds
the partfolio of Trade and Commerce at the
présent time might be better déscribed as a
minister to prevent trade. He went ta the
Antipodes and came back without paying
expenses as the greatest commercial travel-
1er in the world. On hie way back he
stopped off at Japan, but I do not know that
our trade with Japan bas increased by
reason of hie vieit, and I. do flot


