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preceding fiscal year. Large as this expendi- te farm, ati thus atM to tbe general pros
ture bas been. the beneficent results attained îÇrîty cf Canada, and bv giviug tlem facil
in extending the free distribution of mails to I ie no- denled. I propose te read au
the residents of rural districts have justified Itide frcîs he Weeki '
the wisdom of the outlay. Statisties brought
down to the lst of October, 1904, show that on grat respect for the opinion cf the agri-
that date there were 27,138 rural routes estab- iultural joînnale of til country lu a
lished, serving approximately 12,000,000 people iittr of lis kiud, because they conle in
in rural districts, remote from post offices, and C'ose teucl vitl the farmers, and the farm-
that there were pending at that time 3,859 (1, after ail are the people wlîo have to
petitions for the establishment of new rural lcar the chief burden, if this motter le car-
routes. Unquestionably some part of the gen- ont. Te article is headed ' The Coun-
eral increase in receipts is due to the increased
postal facilities vhich the rural service bas dd Co tlrr it.'
afforde;. Just beore parliament prrogued, Sur Wi.

Lest the Postmnaster General or any mem-
ber of this House should be misled as to
the deficits of the mail service il the United
States, I point to the elornous figures I
have just read, and the fact that for many
years. going back ten or fifteen years, there
bas been a deficit every year.

I have no desire to ro the Postmaster
General of auy credit be is entitled to in
Canada for a different condition of things
prevailing here, as long as it does not result
in robbing the people wbo do the work. But
I have stated the fact that iu the United
States the delicits have not been occasioned
by the adoption of rural delivery ; but that
on the other hand the Postnaster General
Il.ere points out that the iicreased receipts
of the post office are to soie extent due
t" the adoption of rural mail delivery
and I also point out that they bave been able
to discontinue the. expenditure on the Star
zervice route, effecting a saving of $579,324;
and of rural post offices, to the amount of
.171,000, making a saving of $750,445.32,
during the last year in consequence of the
establishment of rural mail delivery, an
imnportant point in considering this question.
I point out the fact that the Postmaster
General's Report, and all these reports that I
have taken occasion to peruse, contain many
features well worthy of consideration in
tf-is country, a country where rural life
ccntrasts unfavourably in respect of con-
veniences and advantages with town life
and city life, and where ail the people of the
country should be willing at a reasonable
expense to e:dtend these advantages to
every section of the country. We will have,
if we establish it. as pointed out by the
United States Postmaster General, a great
genera: increase in conveniences. He says
also it has resulted in increasing the value
of the farms, it bas resulted in improving
the highways, it has increased the values of
markets to the tarmer. and enabled him to
transaet his business more satisfactorily by
giving him direct access from time to time
with the carrier, to transmit money and to
carry on many business transactions. More-
over what is as important as anything. it will
bring iucreased comforts to the home. and
rnake contrast between city and rural life
less marked than It is to-day. It will tend
to encourage the farmers' sons to stay upon

Mulock, in answer to Mr. Lennox, said a study
of the question of rural mail delivery had con-
vinced him of the impossibility.and unwisdom
of the inauguration of such a service for Can-
ada, and that it would be many years before any
government would recommend its adoption.

The expenditure necessary to extend the ser-
vice to every farm house in the whole of the
United States, including the most sparsely set-
tIled sections will not exceed one dollar per
family, or less than half the value of the ser-
vice to those enjoying it. A year or two ago
the total expenditure on rural mail delivery in
the United States was twelve million dollars.

A little above the mark there as to timue
ns I bave shown.

It would not cost anything like that sum to
introduce such a service here, and even if
it did, what then ? The Laurier government
bas increased the expenditure on the general
services of the country by fourteen million
dollars in eight years. The amount that is
wasted on little public works-

This is a matter that should strike my
lion. friendl the Postmaster Generai, ln con-
nection with a discussion we laid recently.

-in the form of docks, &c., for doubtful con-
stituencies, and in bounties to iron manufac-
turers and subsidies to steamboat owners and
railway promoters, would easily meet the cost
of providing the farmers of Canada with this
great boon.

I regret having trespassed upon tie at-
tention of the House at such length, but I
think the importance of the subject justifies
me in doing so. In moving the motion that
I have placed on the Order Paper for
a return of the papers and docu-
mcents in connection -with this matter, my
object was to introduce a discussion upon
this question, and at the same time to urge
upon the Postmaster General to consider the
propriety of testing this matter for our-
selves. It is not necessary to make an ex-
tensive experiment. As I bave said, the
s- stem was begun in the United States with
a sum of $40,000. Let us appropriate $5,000
or $10,000 for an experiment in Canada, and
If it is not found satisfactory, it will have
served the purpose In the meantime, and
will have satisfied the people that we are ail
united lu a desire to promote the best in-
tereets of our farmers throughout the
country.
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