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across the floor of ti House-the hon. gen- till the assembling of Parliament-results in te
tieman had better post.pone his motion for s11u ppression, often for periods of many months, of
the meantinie. and allow the matured opinion;i formation relating to public affairs whichî the
and recoinmendations of the Government to public interests requir'e should be promîptly made
he )resented to the House. If th<e lion. gen- public.
tiemuan does that. I think lie will be doing rihat the Iblite-liooks ai departmetal rep(rts
right under tieécircumstances. If not, I will ! for each tisui or calenadar year should iii fut are he
have to niove, I suppose, the adjournment oflimadie public as soon as practiabl uter the tane
this short but very interesting debate. | ae preparued, anîd thiat no unnec-essary delay shîould

r.1whaoi e peritted to iterfe wU the issuing of thte
Mr. MNULOCK. 1 ihave enudeavoured on i samle.

nany occasions to bring this motion in at ITat theinancel'epartmenteausetobeinserted
the right time, and 1 have never yet suc- i "CamahtGazette-attheceloseofenehmontha
cee'ded in hitting upon the tine that would staîtementt of revnue andexpeiliture for t he moith,
exactly please the Finance Minister. 1and alISo for the unexpired p>ortioi of t he tiscad vear,

Mr. FOSTER. Blundering, as usual. c distinguishing between expenditure upon capitalj accounît anîd expenditure on accotnt of Cous ditlaited
Mr. MULOCK. I have always brought It 1Fund, and giving statemncaît of gross det ad i net

in ait thie time, lie favoured in the previous! deht.
year ; but is policy, or his interests, or his I 'uhat th'e Custons )epartmneut cause to he iin-
views, or his convenience always lagged serted in t he- CaiadiaiI Gazette " at the close of e ach
about a year behind lhis previous expression. îiontlh a statel'ent of exports. of imports, f ih-
Since lie acknowledges now that he is, if I ' igration admiof navigation for the month, il
mnay so say, on the string, I an willing to aiso> for the unîexpired p>ortion of thle tiscal year.
grant his request. I assume, from what he That the Department of 1tailways cause to lbe
huas stated, t hat at hast the Governient, like inîserted in the "'Caîmaala (azettet -iai week a state-
Davy Crockett's coon, is going to come down. nent tIttigoss (11d1tit! neteof
and therefore I gave him the opportunity cai of thie <overîaîîîeutrailways for t he pr
vithout beiig brougt down. week, and also for thte unîexpired port jion of tie

Sir JOl> I T '1f14 MlISON utoved the< adjourn-
ment of the debate.

3iî tion' agreedi to. and debate adjoureti.

BLUE-BOOKS AND DEPARTMENTAL
RPORTS.

%Ir. CIIAIRL'ON mnoved for:
Return slh>owiigv thea dates in eai year since

Nlav 5th, 1887, wlena thie Public Accounts, the Ap-
propriation Accotunts, aud the Traude andi Naviga-
tion Returns of Canadla, for the next preceding
tiscal year, have been puiblished and ready for dis-
tri bution: aud whe hie said accounts and returias
have been issued to the senators and mnemlbers of
the House if Coliimions of Canada in each of the
years aforesaid.

He said : i desire, in connection with this
motion, to ask the attention of the Govern-
ment to an order of the House that was
passed on the 5th May, 1887, with regard to
this miatter. The blue-books and different
departmental reports had often been issued
at a late day, and many mnembers of the
House, nyself among the number, felt that
it would be desirable to have sucu returns as
the Trade and Navigation Returns, the
Public Accounts, and the Auditor General's
Report placed In the hands of members at
the earliest possible date. We used to have
these reports placed in our hands after the
assembling of Parliament, and thus members
were not perrnitted the privilege and ad-
vantage of careful study of these returns
before coming here to discarge their ses-
sional duties. The motion I referred to was
moved by myself, and was as follows:-

That the rule now in force requiring the with-
holding of uie-books and dtepartmnutai reports

Mr. FOSTER.

tiscal year.

I far, Mr. Speaker. that this mandate of the
ouse lias to sone extent escaped the notice

of the Government. The order coitaitine(d in
this resolution is a very explicit one, and the
object as affirued -at the tuie, amd aîs as-
sumed by the Governient to be a very
good one, was to place in the hanuds, es-
pecially of membe of the ouse of Con-
nons, the information coutained in tâese
reports at the earliest possible moment.
Now, Sir, this year the Trade and Navigation
ieturns, which perhaps are the most import-
ant of elic returns Lssued by any of the de-
partments of the Govermeuuit, were issued
more than seven moinths after the close of
the fiscal year. Rather more promptitude
was observed ait first. The reports of 1889
were issued on tue 18thî of December of that
year, those of 1890 on the 20th of Deceuber,
those of 1891 on the 26th of December, and
those of 1892 on the 2Tth of December. This
year that report was not issued until the
6ti February. I make this motion partly
for the purpose of complaiunig at the un-
necessary delay that cuaracterizes the con-
duet of the Government in issuing these re-
ports, partly for the purpose of calling their
attention to the publication of tie ln-unigra-
tion returns and railway returns that
they have not conplied with, and
partly for the purpose of bringing
to their attention the fact that the
House has. required of them the discharge
of a duty which they have not discharged ti
the spirit of the resolution passed by the
House. I hope that In the future the Gov-
ernment will give attention to this matter,
and will issue these reports more promptly,
and will place them in the hands of the
members of the House, and in the hands
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