— Make every effort to ensure that the necessary resources are allocated for the development
~ of the lines of action of this Plan, with the technical support of the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO). They also will promote bilateral and multilateral collaboration, and
will request the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the World Bank, and other
financial and technical cooperation institutions to support the programs and activities
included in this initiative, according to their own specific priorities and fields of action.

— Develop mechanisms for evaluating the relevance, cost and efficacy of the technologies
introduced to deal with these and other priority health problems.

Women

Governments will:

— Strengthen and establish, where they do not exist, national mechanisms and governmental
organs, as well as the respective regional and subregional networks in charge of promoting
legal equality and equality of opportunities between women and men, focused on gender
equity, and provide them with adequate and timely financial resources to enable these
entities to promote, coordinate and carry out the commitments undertaken by the States at
the World Conference on Human Rights, the International Conference on Population and
development, the World Summit on Social Development, the Summit of the Americas, the
Fourth World Conference on Women, and the recent "Santiago Consensus" of the VII
Regional Conference on Beijing Follow-up (ECLAC/UN).

— Examine the existing laws and their implementation in order to identify obstacles limiting
the full participation of women in the political, economic, social and cultural life of our
countries. Whenever necessary, promote reforms or create new laws to eliminate all forms
-of discrimination and violence against women and to guarantee the protection of children’s

- rights.

— Implement and follow up on the commitments regarding the status of women as agreed to
at the Summit of the Americas, with the support of the Inter-American Commission on
Women (ICW), in collaboration with civil society, with the Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB), the World Bank, United Nations Economic Commission on Latin-America and
the Caribbean (ECLAC), and other entities of international cooperation, using when
appropriate the System of Indncators adopted by the countries of the Americas at
Montelimar, Nicaragua.

— Promote policies designed to improve women's health conditions and the quality of health
services at every stage of their lives.



