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A. Introduction

Whether the perspective is that of a northem donor Government committed to efficient

management of dwindling development assistance funds, or southern Governments and NGOs

faced with the enduring crisis of scarce capital, the substantiai human and material resources stili

consumed for military purposes are being eyed with growing interest. The emerging and, by

now, widely respected concept of "common security" (also referred to as "hunian"' or
&Gcooperative" security, or a variety of other terms) recognizes that the security of individuals and

communities depends significantly on a comniitment to recovering resources from non-

productive military spending and making them availabte for social and economic devetopment.

Hence, catis for military spending reductions and accompanying mititary reforms in the South

are premised on both economic and traditionai security grounds. With the ideologicat and

competitive divisions of the Coid War nowlargely set aside, a dispassionate review of post

Wortd War Il militarv rotes su22ests that an excessive retiance on miiitary responses to local and

-onfiscation of resources desperateiy needed for devetopment.

of the post-Cold War era have spawned a broad-range of proposais and


