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A nation cannot ignore these factors, in
any of its regions, and consider itself
truiy secure. The multi-dimensional
approach taken by the organizers of this
conference recognizes these relation-
ships and 1 hope wiii promote a
balanced debate on the choices for
peace and security.

For my part, let me say a few words
about security, defence and arms con-
trol. The security of the Arctic is
inseparabie from that of Canada as a
whole. The threat does not originate in
the Arctic, and its solution does not lie
there. It lies in the resolution of East-
West tensions.

We cannot regard the
security of our Arctlc
In isolation f rom aur
national securlty

Let me look for a moment at the East-
West relationship, which is unquestioni-
ably in a state of flux. Its fundamental
nature is changing - we hope for the
better.

There is no doubt that the changes we
have seen in the Soviet Union - in the
field of human rights;, in declarations
about, and changes in, forelgn pollcy;
and in the unilateral commltment to dis-
arrnament - are all positive develop-
mente, In responding to these changes,
We must ask ourselves how far will they
go? And how long will they last?

have again, to reduce the level of
conventionai armned confrontation on the
fault fine of East-West relations.

The resuits we achieve through these
negotiations wili set the tone of the East-
West relationship for the next generation.
Shouid we fail to act constructlvely and
with patience and determination, the
taîke cou Id suffer the paralysis
experienced in negotiations of the early
eighties. In that event, our security wiil
continue to be threatened by the pres-
ence of large imbalances in conventional
forces in Europe in favour of the
Warsaw Pact.

But neyer before have the prospects
for a mutuaiiy beneficial, verîflable agree-
ment been so bright - an agreement
that would eliminate the asyrnmetrles in
stationed forces and severely reduce the
potential for mounting surprise attacks or
large-scale offensive operations.

Can you imagine what a different world
it would be if the confrontation in Europe
was contained and defused? What better
impetus for future arms control could
there be than a successful completion of
a veriflable agreement to this end?

rity in the Arctic, I know that you will
approach these issues criticaily and seri-
ousîy. And I hope that you will agree
with me that peace, security and
freedomn are not alternatives or add-on
options - they are integral parts of a
whole. An insecure people are not at
peace, and peace without freedom is a
holiow condition.

We cannot regard the security of our
Arctlc in isolation from our national secu-
rlty, and we cannot regard Canadian
security in isolation from the security of
both East and West.

Peace, security and freedom are the
aims of the Govemnment of Canada as
surely as they are the aime of the many
groupe, associations and incilviduals here
today - let us ail work together to build
a lastlng peace and let our legacy to
future generations be a true north, truly
strong andi free." 13


