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bountiful yields of crops on the Prairies are the direct catises
of the lumber demand there, and British 'Columbia w0043
are becoming better known in Eastern Canada hence the
increased orders. It is expected that even a short crop tht3
year will not seriously curtail the prairie demand althoug®
present indications point to a larger crop this year thaf
last. The severe wet summer last year resulted in reduce
yields in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. The growing seaso?
is more apt this year to result in a deficiency of moisture i
those localities.
crop and is perhaps the most prosperous section in the
Dominion. The Interior mills benefit most from the Albertd
demand, and that section of the Province is most active 1
manufacturing lumber. d

Loggers are making a remarkable cut on the Coast at
figures indicate a larger output than last summer, whic?
then constituted a record. Prices have advanced and ma)
advance again. But the increase in cost of supplies ab
labor do not make the profit the prices would indicate.

In the lumber industry the future is bright for coi
tinued and increased activity with a reasonable net y1€X
in profits when the season closes. '

Agricultural conditions are very satisfactory. The

Deputy Minister of Agriculture recently stated, after mak” .
ing a tour of the Province, that never did yields look 8

promising. The fruit crop will be much larger than 1a%
year and general field crops looked well. The acreag®
planted to potatoes has very largely increased and the pla?
is generally in splendid condition. The crop should be
much larger than even last year’s bumper crop. Livestot®
will remain as about last year. The back yard movemet*
in the cities has resulted in the use of vacant lots and toW!
acreage to a remarkable extent and is expected to make;ﬁ
perceptible showing in production. British Columbia W
come more nearly feeding itself this year than ever befor®
The fishing industry is clouded in uncertainty. Th!?
is the year of the big pack, yet, because of the blocking?
the Fraser four years ago, salmon packers do not kno
what to expect. The run has started in the North let
disappointing results to date; but that does not indicat
much for the North nor the Fraser. Only after the fis
have ceased to run and the pack is completed will it g
known whether a profitable season has been experienced
or not. It is only a question of fish. The price is high a8
profitable despite the increased price for fish that will h'a‘fe
to be paid the fisherman. The halibut industry of PI’}“C—i
Rupert has surpassed that of Seattle, and so long as halib®
will be a profitable industry this condition will obtain. 3
In general manufacturing and industry the past 11911f
year has been active and prosperous, and the second hal;
year this activity will undoubtedly be increased. 05_
particularly will this be true of the new shipbuilding indus
try. The Imperial Munitions Board has let 27 contra€

for wooden steamers, while six steel steamers of 8,800 torE s

capacity are being built in Vancouver. So far the ind‘}lstry
has been preparing to get under way. For the remainde 4
of the year and beyond it will be actual construction. Thi_
industry will employ several thousand new hands, will Pur,
chase very large amounts of supplies, and, in the case of the
wooden ships, will make the lumber industry even m‘.).n
active. It is difficult to measure its beneficial influence ;
the districts where the ships will be built. We can of
hope that the industry may be made permanent.

Another industry that has increased and will increa>
is the paper-making industry. The Ocean Falls plant Com‘
menced operation the first half of the year, as did the Swall
son Bay plant. Other developments are being underta ¢

se

which will bring two more plants into operation within P50

next two years. The pulp and paper-making business has

only begun in British Columbia.

Mr. Grange V. Holt, manager of the main office of thf
Canadian Bank of Commerce at Vancouver, return r?s
cently from an Eastern trip, where he conferred with he
head office officials in Toronto and visited Montreal,
York and Chicago on the return West,

Southern Alberta promises a third larg¢
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