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"Many a time," 1 ansvered: "and
generally îh a chuckle."

"Oh, I should like 10 read about him!"
said the lmp with a deep sigh; "viii
y ou lend me your book about him, Uncle
Dick? "

I shook my head. " Unfortunaîely,
that, together with many other vaiued
possessions, has bes ravaged fromt
me by the ruthless maw of Time," I
replied sadly.

The Imp sot plunged in deep thought,
taiiing ha fingers penscvely in the vater.

"o;And so your Austie Lisbeth isgon
fra row vith Mr. Selwyn, is she? "I said
" Yes, an' I told hier she could corne

an ' be a pirate with me if ehe liked-
but she vouldn't."

"'Strange!" I murmured.
"Uncle Dîck, do y ou think Auntie

Lisbeth is in love vit h Mr. Seivys?"
"What?" 1 exclaimed, and stopped

rowing.
"i Umean, do you think Mr. Selvyn

iin love with Austie Lisbeth? "
::My Imp, P'm afraid he is. Why?"
"'Cause Cook soys he is, an' so doe

Jase, an' thuy ksow ail about love,
you know. V've huard themn read it
out of a book lots an' lots of limes.
But 1, thisk love îe avfuil' siily, don't
you, Uncle Dick? ".Occasionally I greatly fear co," I
sighed.

"You wouldn't go loving anybody,
would you, Uncie Dick? "

"«Not if 1 could help il," 1 asswered,
shaking mny bead; "but I do love some
ose, and that's the worst of it."

"Oh!" excioimed the Tmp, but is a
tose more of sorrov than anger.

" Don't be too bard on me, Tmp," 1
sid; "your turo moy come whes you
are older; you may love somnebody one
of these days.p

The Tmp frowned and sbook hîs heod.
"No,'" lhe onswered stersly: "vhen I

grow up big 1I bhall keep ferrets. Bus,
the gardeser's boy, has ose with the
littlest, teeniestpisk sose you ever saw.""Certaisly a ferret has ils odvastoges,"
Imused. "A furret yll ot frows upos

ose ose minute and flash a dimple ot
ose the sext. And thun, again, a ferret
cannet be ruasonably supposed 10 possese
as aunt. There isse uthing 10 bu said for
your idesafler ail, Imp."

".Why, then, let's be pirates, Uncie
Dick," hie said with as air of fisalîy.

"I thînk l'Il bu Scarlut Sam, 'cause 1
knov ail about bim, as' you cas bu
Tirnothy Bose, the boatsaiaî."

"Aye, aye, sir," 1 responded promptly;"fonly I soy, Imp, do't roll yoîîr uyus so
frightfuily,ý or you may roll yourself
ovurboard."

Scornisg reply, he drew his cutlass,
and settisg il belveen his teuth in most
opprovud pirate fashîon, sot, pistol
in hand, frovsisg terrificaliy at creatios
ini gusural.

"Starboard your hlm--starboard," hie
criud, rumoving hic vuapon for the
purpose.

" Starboard il j5 l " 1 anssvred.
"C7luar away for action!" grovled the

Imp. " Doubie-shot the cassonades, and
bo'sun, pipe al banda 10 quarters."

Hereupon I exucuted a lively imitatios
of a boatswain's vhistle.

MOST children are blessud with imag-
ination, but theu Tmp in this respc

is gifted buyond hie ye.urs. For bim
thure le no such thing as "pretence"l;
liu has but to close hie eyes a moment
to opun thern upon a new and a very ruai
world of hie ovoý,-the golden world of'
Romance, wburuin s few of us are privi-
leged ta walk in these cold days of common
sense. And yet il je a very fair world,
peopled with giant~s and fainies; whure
casîles lift thuir grim, embattled towere;
where magic woods and forests cast their
shade, full of trange beasts; where
knigbts ride forth with lance in reet asd
thuir armor shining in the suri. And
right wul1 we know thumn. There is
Roland, Sir William Wallace, and Here-
yard the. Wake; Ivanhoe, the Black
Kniet, and bold Robin Hood. There je
Amnyas Luigh, oid Salvation Yeo, and that
lovely rascai Long john Silver. And
thure, too, je King Arthur, with hie
Knigbte of the Round Table-but the
îhrong ie very great, and who couid
naine them all?

So the Imp and 1 sailed away loto
tbis wonderful world of romance aboard
our gallant vessel, which, like any other
pirate sbip that ever existd-in books
or out of tbem-"luffed, and filkxg upon

another ta ck, etood away in pursuit of theSpanieh truasure glen in the offing."
What pen Ircould us i eccribethefight which fol LyhowY guns roared

and pisoefahd while the air vas1uif of houte and criee and the thu-durisg dis of bttle; how Sarlut Samfoamned and tamped and flourished hiscullase; how Timothy Bone pipud his,whistlu ae a bo'sun should? We hadalready 'eusk fivu gruat galluons andweru hard ot worlc with a ixth, whichvas evidently in a bad way when ScarletSam ceaeed foaming asd pointed ovurmy eboulder vith hie dripping biadu.
"'Sail ho!"lhuieciud.
"Whuru avay?"I I called back."Three pointe os the wuather bow."As bue poku came the eound of oars,and turning My head, I saw a skiffapproachisg, scullud by a man in irru-proachable flansule and traw hat.'Vhyp t's-it's hirl!"cried the Tmpsuddenly. "Huave ho,» theru!"I he bel-lovudin the voic of SCaripi Sam. "Huave

to, Or l'Il isk you wîîh a 'murderousbroadside!"' Almost with the worde,and bufore I couid prevent bim, he gave a.sharp tug to the rudder lises; tlere was asangry exclamation buhind me, a ehock,a cpiiserisg of Wood, and 1 fousd myseif
face ho face viîh Mr. Slwyn, flusbed asdhatless.

"Damn!" aid 1Mr. Slwyn, and pro-c edd to fisb for hie hat wîh thu shaftof hie brokunoor.
The Imp cat for a moment haîf fright-uned at bis basdivork, then rose ho hiefel, cutlase in hand, but 1 puntud himagusîly back 1510o hie seat with my foot.
"Reallyb" I bean, 'm avfully carr,
"Mary I Inquire," said Mr. Selwyncuttingly, as bu surveyed hie drippisg bat

-" nmay Iinqure how il al haPpened?"$"A mosî dupiorable accident, Iassureyou. If 1 can 10w you bock Ï shah budeligbted, asd as for the damage.....IlThe damage is trîflisg, thanka," h.ruîurnud icily; lit îa the'dulay that ifisd ansoying."
g".You have my verY humblest apolo-
ges," I said muekly. IlIf 1 cas be ofasy servce-" Mr. Slwyn stoppedmu with a vavu of hie hand.h"4Thask you, 1 tbisk I con manage,"0
bu said; "b ut I chould rather like 1Oksoy how il happesud. You are unscd

10 rowing,, I preumne? "
"Sir," I aswered, "it was chieflyowing 10 the hot..headedses of ScarletSam, the Scourge of the South Sa."I1 beg your pardos?" eaid Mr. Seivyntih raised brove.
"Smr," 1 wusî os, État thie moment~ou robably bulieve yourseif to buM. lwys of Sulwyn Park. Allowmu to dispel that illusion;-yOu are, onthe costrary, Don Pedro Vacquez daSilva, commandîng the Esmuraîda gai-klasse, bousd out of Santa Cruz. la usyou behold Scarlut Sent asd TimotbyBose, of the good ship Black Duath,wiîh the 'ekuil and croesboses' flutteringat our puak. If you dos't see il, that laont our fulit."
Mr. Selvyn cta-rud at me i widu-eud astoniehmest, Inen shruggisg bi&

e ouldurs, turned bie bock upon meand pddlud away as beet he might."welI," lIadIouv neîthis tne. sad"yuvdoei
o'f Froid, bave,"ie returned; "but
oh wasn t it grand-.and ail that aboutDon Pedro an' the truasuru galleon!i do wich 1 knew os much as you do,Unclu Dick. I'd bu a ruai pirate thei.'"Huavus forf end!".'I1uxclaimed.
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