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tlîrotugliout ic ficrccst trials and persecuitions. Dogs tlîat thcy were! They
%vere no good at buying and selling.1 An Armienian couild beat a Turk ai; a
bargain any day. Nay, wvas it flot well said, 'An Armenciiali is as goad as two
J ews,.' Why had the Turks corne the. day before and scized ail the rifles and
hutnting knives whichi the Armienians biaH? Why did they refuse thein thc
use of weapons? Was it nlot because they feared the Armenians and haped
in this way to k.eep them in subjection. But the Armenians did not iieed
weapons. They could do without them. They would demionstrate their
superiority to the Turks in spite of ail obstacles. Why! Haji Ghazaros2

himself had said the other day thiat the recasoni why England and Russia did
not set the Armenians, frec was because they were afraid the Armilenianis, u-
lcss kept in submissîon, wauld grow toc, strong for them antI perhaps conilie.r
them. That was a great admission for those l)roiid nationis ta miake ; bult
Haji Gliazaros must know, for hie had been to Istanibol and Jeruisalemi and
knew alrnost everything. Ha! Torkomi had fooled the Turks when tiîey camne
to his bouse. They had taken even his shot gun althoughlie o ad secuired a
license for hntnting that xvinter. But they did îiot know that there was a
six-shooter buried in the earthen floor of his house, and beside it a Lin of
powder. The fire which lie built iui the ' middle of .the floor and aver whicli
1we cooked bis mieals, concealed ail signs.3 And what ldid hie care for bt
gun? He couid get more than its value in actual gain out of these villagers
who knew na more abouit driving a bargain than lie knew abouit dri villî thecir
dirty cattie. AndI perbaps lie iniglit persuiadec oue of tbieui ta sdi Ilin, blis
gun, for it wvas the saine way lie got anc the other tinie.

These and similar reflections occupied Tarkoui's iind until lie reached
bis booth. Uc took down the sliutters, pauising ta give a salaani to thc Turk
whose booth was next bis own. Then lie stepped insidie and stirveyetl tue
orderly confusion iu which biis stores were (1i51)ayed. Here were clips ami
fancy lamps that lie biad boughit clieap) 1ecalise of flaws in tlheir mlakilig.
Tiier-e hting ropes and Ofiiofis. lu thc corners stoo(l hags of sait and coffec
and rice. Cobwebs ani( chealp arnaincts (larkelie( the windows, wh'ile spIices
frorn Arabia jastled Coieiiiaus binle ati( Sunllighit soap. A Lancashîire As-
surance Co. calendar aind a M ilwaukee beer advertiseînieit decoriat'çl is
waiis. l'lie civilization of thc west liad pelletrated ti) this remaote region.
To be sure lie knew nothing of insurance anti the i)est drinks lie could getwere raki anti wine fronii the café across tue way. ['lit lie preferre(l a sinall
cîîp of strang Turkisli coff,ýe, and as lie sipped it. seateti on a cane bottolie(l

1. The Armenian word for commerce is "ar.ev.door," literitdly, "give and talko."
1). H-aji is an Armienianl tbie given to those who have vi@ited Jertisalem, (hazaros -LaizausThe Armenians are very fond of Bible naines. Benjamin, Zerubabel, and Jehoiaclîinl arequuite common.
3. The hunting-license is not. a permit to hunt ab certain meamons, but grrants only theright t. carry a s5hot-gun. A rifle la not allowed to the Christian 8ubjects of is8 mnjesty.Powder is a eontraband article (a government monopoly) and separate permission înumt lIe me-cured for every few pounds of iL, which is ail one can get at a time. Frequently the police raidthe bouses of Armenians and seize not only the ahot-gklns which they have seclired permissionto use, but even any large kflives Mauîy are the ingenious3 modes of escapung "nutc"whichthe Armonians employ. Money often <loos the work.
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