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conversing witb the doctors of the law is His
boyliood, and Isere He tauglit the people in nass-
hood.

The interior of the Mosque is somewhat dark,
but thse decorations are very ricb. T1'le stained
glass Windows are beautiful. '['le inside walls are
also eovered withi Viles, and on both these ansd the
outer w~alls are inscribed passages frein thc Koran.
Timere are many things and places of little or uo
consequence pointed out in tise building, but the
one great attraction is the bare, rugged, unliewn
piece of rock underîieatb the doine-a part of Mount
Moriali itself. It is (60 feet long by 45 feet wvide,
and l"stands about 4 feet 9,ýinches above the mable
pavement ut Uts iîigliest peint, anti elle fout at iLs
lowest." Thiere are tbrc steps cnt dlown on one
side and a chamber beneathi, with whicli a circular

hol cemuncaes komabee.The olJect inithese
things is net kuoivn, but it is now prctty generally
believed tîsat thse Temple altar wvas fornser-ly huilt
over tliis rock aînd tisat tiese cîîttings were used iii

that connection. Scores of legends hover over this
rock, Jewishi, Christian, and Muslimn, wbich I have
net time even Vo mention. As I walked about it
and heard the legends of Mahiomet's association
%%ith it, wvlicb seesned repulsive Vo mie in the ex -
trenie, a strange feeling crept over nue. I ivas
eppresseil by an emetiosi I cannot explalîs. The
force of Christ's prophecy and warniug regarding
false Christs assd false prophiets (Matt. xxiv, 5, il,
24; Luke, xxi, 8) su vividly iînpressed me; for tliere,
riglit over the sacred spot wlicrc sacrifice hadl beesi
wont te be madle from the time of Abraham Vil Vhe
fail of Jeruisalein under Vise siege by Titus, wvhen
Jewish sacrifices ceased-wheuce the sinoke of
thousands of offerings had risen to the skies-nighit
on the very gronnid wlîere hiad stood the Holy
Temple of Israel ; and perhaps witbin a stone's
throw of where Christ hiînself had stood whien lie
üttered these prophecies, was this noble building
creoted for and devoted to tihe vorship of thse great-
est faise prophet thut ever llved-one who bias in-
deed deceived many. But this, too, was part of

the Divine purpose, and prophecy must îseeds be
fulfilleil.

Between the -' Dome of the Rock " and Vtse
Mosque El Aksa is El Kas (the Cup), a large marble
founitain, beneats whichi are vast reservoirs hewn iii
the solid rock, and jite, ascse.water w-as cotnveyed
frons the Pools cf Solomoîs. The founitain is flot
now in uise. Lt iuay have been here that Solomon
placed Vise Brazeis Laver. >The Mosque El Aska is
a gs'oup of buildings in Vhe south-west corner cf the
Har-am, the enigin cf whiclh is uncertain. It may
bie, iu site at least, ideutical with tIse Basilica,
fouiided by Vthe Emiperer Justinian. Here, also,
many Lbings cf littîs or ne iutcrest are sliownl the
visiter. -Somne cf thse pillars and stones iii the
lower part of Uiis M1osque ara cf great sixe ami were
onsce iised in tse TLemnple buiilings. Ia the soutis-
eastern corner cf Vise Harans a fliit cf tirity-two
stel)5 leaîds te a sh"il vatltcdl chaînher, Vo whicli
mlaily legcnds attacîs, ansd thence Vtse descent is
mnade iisto the so-OatllC(i Soloînon's Stables, " a vast
succession of pîllarcd and vaulted avenues," bearing
great reseinblance te tise work-à
ilaniship cf the builders cf the 9, C 4
lirst Temple. It is a wvcnderful
place ini(eed, aisd it is puzxling :
te tiîink liow tise Hebrews in
sisose early days wcre able to
Isandie suds enoruseus blocks ~ j

of stoîse. Mlost cf tise great
coluinns were in a single piece. Jl
Tbey certaiîily built wvell. Be. :j

neat thi is nothr siira
series cf great vaulted pass-
ages, and, frein tise littie ex-

cavating tîsat bas been done,
it is believed a third exista be-
low tîsat agails. AIl this wau '~

doue cii tise steep sîopes cf
Mount Moriah te build up tiseM
vast Temple platforr-n. Tise
Egyptians hîilt massive iind
Wonderful monuments but

never ivere they known te huild sueh foundations,
which certainly eclipse anything that ever existed.
If the Hebrews mnade such foundations what must
tlieir buildings have been? No wonder the disciples
looked ini ainazernent at the Temple architecture
and said, "lMaster, sec whist mnanner of 9tones and
wvhat buildings are here!"

At the south-east corner of the llaraii wall
(which is ideutical with the city wvall at that point>
some of tlie large stones and masonry of the ol
original W.-Ill appear above the surface, as it dees
also, at onc or two nther points, and is in strikinig
contrast with the Iighiter wo'ck of the preseut wall
above it. Ontitle outsidle,ut thiecornter referred to
a shaft wvas sunk beside tise wall an(l revcaled the
faet that its foundations wvere 130 feet biclow! Um-
fortunatcly ail suncb excavations and inves3tigations
are now stopped by the Turks.

8oeme of tise lower courses of the western Ilaransi
Wall (whicbi lies wit.bin the city) are the stones, at
least, of the alicient Wall, andti one place, wliere
the old stouecs arc easily accessible, the jews gatlier
(ou1 the out.9ide, of course) to lainent the loss of the
Temple ami pray for its restoration. Tmis is calledi
the Jews' WTailing Place. H-ere soute of theii
assemble every aftemmîoon aiid a large number Fri-
day afternoon, at thrc o'cloek, te benican the fal
of their great sanctuary, and the scne is a most
extraordinary one. Old men and women, the
younger generation, toc, and even ehildren, stand(
or kneel before the Wall, ani, if not tou crowde<l,
with their bieads leaing against it, weeping and
wailing or reading passages frein sacred Hebrew
books. While soine are net as earnest iii their cry-
ing as tlsey mnighit bc, there is no doubt about the
sincerity of tise înajority -particularly the old nmen,
soine of whomn ery as thougli tiseir lieurts would
break, Ilthe body waving te and fro and tIse lips
muttering andi wailiisg lamentation after lamnen-
tation "

The five or six courses of tihe ancient work here
are coniposcd of enormous blocks of mnarble,

fifteen feet long and three or four feet deep, witli
ronghi parielled surface and smiootlî bce-elled edge,"
and bear sinaller s'vones above. A littie to the
southi of the Jews' Wailing Place, iii the saine walI,
is tise sprissg of an arch (ealled Robinson's Archi,
after its discoverer), the fragment censisting of ims-
mnse stenes projecting freins LIe wvaIl near iat is
now the ground surface. This lias proved to bc a
portion of a large ai-cii of a viadtîct whlîi fornerly
connecteil the Temîple witlî the south-westerin part
of the city, the vailey between iseing isow filled writli
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