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‘SEPTE!\H:ER 18th, 1896.! THE
Lanq Battles on the Canadian Frontier
in the War of 1812-15.—1.

I HE firyg movement of the Americans was to assemble

1 three armies for the invasion and conquest of Canada.

‘he army of the North, of 10,000, under Gen. Dearborn, was
alrthEd by way of Lake Champlain towards Montreal. The
My of the Centre, 5,000, threatened Canada by way of
“Wiston from the New York boundary. This was com-

sanded by (fen. Van Renssalaer.  The army of the West,
000, under Gen. Hull, was in the vicinity of Detroit.

rl In' 1811 Sir George Prevost succeeded Craig in the
.ershlp of Lower Canada. Gen. Brock at the same

time became commander in Upper Canada.
In Lower Canada, in 1812, four battalions weve organ-
Col. de Salaberry’s was near Quebec, Col. de Rouvil-
el‘eau’:’r. M(?ntreal, Col. Cuthbert’s at Berthier, Col. Tasch-
U8 ab St Thomas. A regiment of Voltigeurs, under
beZiOI' de Sala erry of 13116 GOth Foot, was also recruited and

e noted for steadiness and valour.

On July 12th, 1812, Gen. Hull, at the head of 2,500

fzeq.

Ing; A
P&i: :j)f' the army of the West, crossed the Deuroit river and
1sed the U S, flag at Sandwich. He then issued a proclama-

10N 1hvit: . . .. . :
Mviting the inhabitants to join him, and condemning to

&t,l anyone caught fighting with the Indians against him.,
85 he & same time he had in his own employ as many Indians
to « could enrol. Tn the language of that day, he expected
at o reakfast at Sandwich, dine at York (Toronto), and sup
Ontrey) ”
Gen, Brock, Governor of Upper Canada, set out to
1l from Niagara to Detroit, by land and water,
Canadians and 600 Tndians. Sowe of the militia,
rriveg el, reached Amherstburgh five days before Brock
Bbter They, under command of Col. Proctor, erected a
'Y at Windsor, opposite Detroit.
With tgrly,_}n thft mprning of the 'la')b‘h August, Gr.en. quck,
efOrte‘ 730 ‘nullbm, crossed the river three nfxles be}ow
haq bec In which was Hull’s army of 2,500. T'he 600 Indians
towy OansenU_through the woods to come up in rear of the
anadi etroit  So determined was the appearance of the
forg G A0S that, when they were within half a mile of the
0. Hull sent in a flag of truce, and afterwards sur-
imself and army and the whole territory of
18? the British. This occurred oa the 16th of
) .

dep (men- Hull declared that his army was forced to surren-
16y Of&CGOunt of the capture of Michilimackimac fort on
egulay uly previous, by Capt. Roberts, at the head of 200
Iﬂdian and voyageurs, saying that, in counsequence, .a!l the
the g became hostile to him and friendly to the Dritish as
stronger party.
ea'mp 2t~ Cb". IR12, Gen. Van Renssalaer established his
Dtarig Lew”%om on Niagara rviver, midway between Lake
2,500 - &0d the Falls. e had with him 1,500 regulars and
militis,
UpPOSit[:a Ithe 13th, Gen. Wadsworth landed at Queenston,
8 comp “eWiston, and attacked the Britiah position, wln.ch
Wme manded by Captains Dennis and Williams, with
Bl‘itish wt e 49th Foot, and militia and J_ndizm.s:. The
Osity o t}‘:re f()l'?ed hackward by the number and impetu-
Pin ghe : assailants ; hut when Gen. Brock, who had con;e
Wag jp g oMtinie, led them, they renewed the fight. It

t . .
fforn 1 eh’"ge that Gen. Brock was killed by a shot
he ehem
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nd Indians from St. (ieorge were hurried to
the relief of the British. These were com-
on. Sheaffe. The American left was .broken
charges of British regulars and militia and
an Renssalacr, seeing how slowly reinforce-
in by, But g f"i"& vecrossed the Niagara rivelrb t,l(j)th;;;x}"}:
bro &t,tle,were . bkf merican troops, who had as ye 1l bee?
th ug b pagg Sickened by the sight of the wo}uu(leu who ;
Cen 3 them ang refused to advance. Van Renssalaer
adi n s(?a“ to briﬂg back his defeated troops from th’e
01 960 But in spite of this Gen. \.V'ndswor"ch's
bagg) wae en was captured. The British 1(-))5,; 1(,)1
n es:;iet:)?:}% ]0‘1)‘, the American, nearly %000,
. _&Pmistic(, pllsollers.‘
' Was concluded the next mor
merican commanders suhject to the

ning between
condi-
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tion that forty-eight hours’ notice was to be given by either
party prior to the renewal of hostilities,

After this battle Gen. Sheaffe found that the number
of his prisoners exceeded the nuinber of his British and Can
adian troops.

The Anterican “Army of the Centre,” 3,000 strong,
with fifteen pieces of avtillery, commanded by Gen. Smyth,
was assembled near Butfalo the first part of November, 1812,

Tt is needless to say that he did not feel himself bound by

the terms of the armistice, but did not have the manhood to
say so  He also added to the appearance of his army a
proclamation to the soldiers, in which he bade them remem-
ber that Canada would yet be a part of the United States,
that its inhabitants were groaning under the pressure of
British tyranny and longed to be under the liberty ani
equality of the American democracy.

On Nov. 28th the troops began to be ready to embark
at sunrise for the Canadian shore. Gen. Smyth failed to
appear and for several hours most of the troops stood shiver-
ing on the strand.  The British were assemled on the
further side. At length when all was ready for them to
cross and they were already on board the boats, the ovder
eame for them to disembark and dine.  Gen. Porter marched
away to Buffalo in disgust with his New York volunteers,

On Nov. 28th Smyth called a council whose members dis-
agreed about the time when to cross and attack the British,
Canadians, all the while, were busy in erecting batteries and
earthworks for their protection.

Smyth gave orders for embarkation the next morning,
which was to take place to the music of “ Yankee Doodle.”
But Porter objected to the time and proposed ‘the 1st of
December and the place to be Grand Island  Gen Winder
wished to land at Chippawa, from thence to march on
Queenston and besiege St. George.

This Smyth consented to do and gave orders for the
assembly of troops to take place at the Navy Yard on Dec.
1st. When the hour came only 1,500 were embarked.
Tannehill’s Pennsylvania Brigade refused to march to the
place of departure. The Canadians were aroused by the
noise and fired signal guns from Fort Erie to Chippawa,
Smyth then hastily called a council of regular officers, ex-
cluding those of the volunteers from the conference. The
result of the council was an order sent to the troops on
board to land and go to their quarters. Then followed the
explanation, that the invasion of Canada was abandoned for
the present, Smyth declaring that he had received orders
from headquarters not to attempt it with less than 3,000
men. The militia, disappointed at not getting cheap glory
and plenty of plunder, dispersed and the regular soldiers
retived into winter quarters. Three months later Smyth was
deprived of his command. This ended the third invasion of
Canada.

News reached Col. de Salaberry, at St. Phillips, on
November 10th, 1812, that Gen. Dearborn, with 10,000 men,
was advancing to Odleton. He sent Capts. Perrault and
Duchesne, with two companies of Voltigeurs and 300 Tnai-
ans, to re-enforce Major Laforce who had two companies of
militia at La Cole river. This post was further strengthened
by Captain McKay with some of the Voyageurs’ corps ;Lnd.BO
Tndians. The next day Colonel de Salaberry came up him-
self with the rest of the Voltigeurs and MecGillivray’s Voy-
ageurs and four companies of Chasseurs,

The Americans were at this time at Champlain town,
two niiles distant.  On the 20th, 1,400 strong, under Cols.
Clarke and Pike, they surprized a guardhut, but retired
immediately after.

On the 22nd, the Governor of Lower Canada gave an
order to the militia to prepare for active service. Colonel
Deschambault crossed the St. Lawrence at Lachine with four
battalions and moved on I/ Acadie. One battalion, fOl'll‘ com-
panies and a troop of dragoons crossed the same river to
Laprairie. General Dearborn, seeing that vigorous means
were being taken to oppose his advance, r?UFEd into winter
quarters at Plattsburg, November 27;}1,Y l'blz. ‘ )

The next year, 1813, found the United States armies
assembled as follows :—The army of the North, 18,000,under
General Hampton, was near Lake Champlain and the south-
ern borders of Lower Canada. The army of the ?e(;lt‘re
7,000, under Generals Dearborn and \Yllkmso’n gteg( ed its
lines from Buffalo on Lake Erie to backftts ar our‘ on
Lake Ontario, and the army of the West, 5,000, under Gen.



