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Over the biea-,t et the Iiîfinite
O)ne sweet sang-

Life weî-t thoît dreaîiing'
TIhe oie, <of dlîeaîiis iii stroîig.

Tiiere <vas thc flash of a g1ory sild,
U~ ing frein the deep ;

Kyes imite turiied skvwaî,
Buot eyes Ct n e doill svith slecip.

What des it mni;r (0 titan heaveîi-gleeîiiedl
Hope tiîra' the strife'ý 0

I)reami filleci thy itostrils,
Yet brcnthing the bi-eath tif lie

O the eyes gaziîîg upwni<l
Yet natighît is kiîewiî

t nly a song hearl,
<)niy a Iieart ta îîîoaîî

Thi e \Vou(en Nttn îg A\ge:
I' INFIL7FNCE, IN AMERICAN EJ)LCATION STILL

IN tire article on " New Weapons oif tire LUited States
IArmy " in last February's,, Century, the clo8inig para-

graph opens "It is absoiutely certain that tire practice
which bas existed iu this country of waiting for at deciaration
of hostilities before inaugui-ating defeusive and offensive, pre
paratieus cari ne longer lie foilowed. ' lVe d(fraf"/d Ehîtglan/
tivice and ïwe can do it agaiu ' i aîu <f-lpae!oust th1af
creates a pleasant tinkie inl 01(1 eas That thîs
account cf a boast and a desire is an accurate stateirient of
a feeling in the average Aierican breast bas been preved
by the recent outbreak cf Iltho Cleveland war."t Conicern-
ing the feeling in question, therefore, 1 trust the words 1
say, as a descendant of men who rendered unquestionable
services during both the Revolution and 1812, 'viii be recog-
nized as necessary retiections of a plain-speaking friend, and
that the ozone in them will not be unacceptabie te those
who honestly desire a reasonable patriotism. Wliat is the
origin of this intense (lesire, thon, to 'l defeat Englatnd," a,
nation pi-ofoundly fi-ieudly i Why is it that while the
Ainerican flag cari he, nd lias heert, carried frein ce end
te the other cf the British Isies witlh acclamations, the
Union Jack neyer appears on an American street without
insuit? Front long inquiry on the subject J. have corne te
the conclusion titat it is a result cf the mîanner in which
popular and scîteol accounts cf the Revolution are written.
To titat period cf course tire nîational pride riglitly looks
back as the epoch cf tire enigin cf Amierican liberty. But
in what antiquated aîtd laughable forms is it dressed !A
critical schooi cf Amierican historv exists, but Justin Win
sor, Mellen Chamtberlain, Moses Coit Tyler aud theii like
are tao slow for these dime writers. "The British " of
those days figure as a parallel te the Pawrtees cf the othem'
branch of populai- literature-a race of red-coated iustead cf
red-skiîîued brutes and pusillaniînous cowards:I the Brit-
ish " of to-day are pictured as still unchanged it nielodramr
atîc clînîacteristics and institutions, aud still pî-eoccupied
with, net the mianagement cf the atiairs cf their fourtli of
the human race, but with designs of -1descending on New-
York "and reiniposiug Il monarclty "on this conttinent ;the
Liberal party, "lthat brilliant baud cf the friends cf liberty "
as they have been called, whit in Parliament foughit for the
cause cf the colonists as being eue with that cf the Britisht
masses, are iucludcd as indiscriminately in the condeinnation
together with ail titeir actual and spiritual descendants ; no
ITory "' is aliowed a conscience or anu argument still less a

regr-et in his confiscations and exiles ; every patriot 'vas a
whiite lîeadcd bya fuli tledged Patrick Henry, a Paul
Revere, aud aise a Buffailo Bill ;-and every Ilpatriot " cf
to-day is at descendant whîo inherits theii wreugs, their
glories, and their prowess. Is this an overstatement, I ask
cf any candid mari ? The form may vary, but the substance
at ieast is wvhat ail] îy goed little cousins 'vere brouglit up
upon.

*The (2hicago Open Court published tliis article iii its syîn-
posium on the Manioe D)octrine, Jan. 30th, 1896.

t The pî-atests of innumnerabie leading persans iii favour of incd-
eiation and gond-feeling hav-e. it is true, sliown that the hest lirains
and bearte are fart nio îst part exceptiotns but they are obviousiy a
niinority and more ar les ahead of the generatian as a whole.

Niowv two serious dangers exist in tAie state o>f thii1gs
which sucli an education preduces. One is the extrl 1

daingers of bringing upon the country the sufferings Of
cruînal 'var. Those whiî have miade a study of the original
facts of 1776 anc( 1812 know ai littie of what that uieafl-
anîd tht-y kneow tlîat Iltire oft-repeated bat"abpve mefl
tioned, is a boatst without foundation. In tire war of t776
the patriots did flot Il defeat _Engiand " in any sucli seilse as
te flatter vanity. The conclusive testiniony of Washinigtoi'
;vas that Il night does riot more sureiy follow day " than thatt,
without the iminediate aid of France, the cause 'vas lest.
Ini 1812 the 'var proclaimed by Mëdison, was, like the Cleve'
land one, for political etlèct. As evervbody knew at the
tinte, its actual object was the conquest of Canada, whose
hiandful of inhabitants it 'vas thought were defenseless while
England was fightingr Napoleen for the liherties of the worl(l
The war ignoininl(usly failed iii Canada. American, Se"
commerce wvas totally destroyed. Washington 'vas cap-
tured. Several Ainerican armnies and generals were taker]-
And the number of American priseniers was enorinflOSY
greatertitan thiat of their opponients. Conveniently ignorilg
these trifling details, the Jingo historians, inheriting their
facts fromn the Wooden Nutrneg Age, have clothed àt With
some sort of giory as Il the Naval War " on account of abolit
a dozeni victories of ship over ship. Unfortunately coinm0On
sense insists on pursuing thre inquiry deeper, aid a table Of
gens, crews, and toniage of the vessels concerned shows thïbt
these victori-s weî-e due to the simple policy of building
larger ships and equipping themi with fron a third agaul' to
twice the number of crew anîd weighit of metal.

The truth was-and here is the second and greatest
dlanger-, the internai one-that the war of 1812, unlike that
of 1776, was a mnean war, entered into frorn ne sober tIhougbt
1101' highi moral motive. Armies cannot stand up te defefld.
frippery reasons against mnen fighting sternily for their homesl
and consciences. The saine principle applies miost seriouSlY
to ffhe welding of at nation situated like the United Statte'-
Citizens whose ideal of nationality is an antiquated hatred or
any other outcome of a history built upon vanity, illiberalitYy
and the idea that impatience is freedoin and rashness cour-
age, are notthe right cernent for the lîuge regions and stirrug
elements of the republic. Habits eannot bie confined to 0iie
set of actions. Readiness te rush into wars grows or, the
Saine boughi as reaoiness te rush into rebellions :covetoul'
ness of foreign territory is the sanie appetite as covetousileS8
hy eue class of the rights of another;- political. reckleSssness
mnust, produce net one but many political disorders; unfnir-
ness oii tire outside nieans like unfaîrness within and the
refusai to study history sobeî-ly must resuit in heavy le8ste
iii the miaking of history. Surely recent events have shOwg
that this question of common-sense education in historY 18
worthy of the careful attention of ail, and particularly of the
national patriot, xvho ought to hold, the saine princililes i

ail coutîties. W. 1). Li i .-

Montreal.

JN al iges tiis liasbleeila v-ital questionw~itli the 10jliîîg
t millions, and man 'v an ancient and, îîany a mledia, &i

-city have resounded xvith the cry fromn famished lips 0f
bread or blced." But of recent years it has cerne it

s-pecial prominence, through varjous causes. 0f titese, 0 110
of the muost important is the diffusion of knowledge allý
the mnas.ses, amd the opening te thein of manifold avenues Of
pleasure undreamt of hefore, if but they possess the golder,
key. Formerly these masses accepted, as an axiOmietO
truth, that these avenues were closed to them. They weile

content, te remnain in that station iu whici it had pIeaed
(bd te place thein. B1ut universal educati<rn bias ('la cg
ail titis. It has given them a keener appreciation cf the'
pleasures of life, and a determination te enjoy these piea1-
ures-a deterînination strenigtheued, mnoreover, by their
increasing scepticism on tire question of heaven. Further':
They are perceiving that poverty is net a blessing, is trot
mnan's rightful. lot. Poverty bas, of course, its uses-it gives
opportunities foi- the display cf charity ; and wealtlî bas its
suares. But it is being seen that tiiere i', no more frulitfutl
sour:ce of suffering, crime, and death, than' this colttiiîusî
struggle with want, titis dread foreboding that,> throUgb'
weakness or evil fortune, 've shall faîl by the wayside %ri

be trampled under foot. Think of it: iiterally millions of
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