
THE WEEKý..

cIf offenses chargedi would flot have been surprising, there is
rally a decrease, taking «rowth of population into the

acceunt, of about ton per cent. The number of individuals

reOgnized a-, belonging to the criminal classes, or Ilthose
knlown to the police," lias failen from 87,000 in 186î, te

'50,000. In about the saine time, tbe ,îuînber of Il juv enile

Offenders " (uû-der sixteen years cf age) bias (iecreased f romn
4tO 25 in every 100,000. There C.are also very pleasing

decreases in the numbher of divorces, and in the ratio of

asset>5 to liablities in cases of bankruptcy, thougb the

flunber of bankrupteies remains about the saine.

Tbe Lme ad XYat is tbe right thing for those busy

infd in Toronto people, who wvould not willingly pass by on

the other side wbien a legitiinate demiand
is mnade or) their altruistic principles or sentiments, to do0 in

regar.d to those unfortunate blind or mnaimied fellow-creatures

whb sit witlî pouch or tin cup in nooks and corners, making
Mute appeal te tlîeir sympathies as tbey pass up andi iown

the b)usy tboroufghfares about tbeir daiiy business? Tbe

8'911t Of the appa rent ifisery oif these wretcbed fcllow-beings p

touches the heart, and evorvone flot absolutely beart-hardeit-

ed Would gladly ease bis conscience, or indulge bis sympa-
th etic impulses, iy dropping in a coin, if lie but kniev tbat

it Would help te allev iate real distress, or to make life a

1'tti0 more endurable te these to wbomn it must ho, unless

theY are upîield 1by sonie consolation or hiope denie d te the

iflanY, unutterably dreary. And yet tire agencies of the or-

ganized charities are con stantly telling us, wbat most of us
hale been already wvel1 prepared by observation and expori-

e"et eieve, that indiscrimninate giving te tbose who ask
'8 the very werst tbing that can be done, se far as tbe genu-

'nle Objects of charity are concernied ? Ho-wN can tbe be-
StOWer of a cent, or a dollar, know that bis gift dees net go

inlte the pocket cf soine sordid ani conscienceless wretclî
Wbosu uins it is te tratie upen tbe sympathies of the saft-
blearted, and wbe coins meoney eut cf the calamnities and dle-

oemit0  f tlîe poor x ictimis cf accident or <isease ?1 ls it, not

ruucl inlure probable tlîat tbis is tbe fact, in a giv en case, than
tat this mute miendicancy is resorted t<> by the poor wretcbes

theinselves or their bonest friends, as a last resort against

t'le PanIgs cf hunger ?And is there net somietbing meorally
degra(ljn,, in tlijs pub)lic exhibition cf deforinity ami disease?

U'cr our owfl part, iii ouî ignorance, we should like te ask
W1etbeî. týhis kind( cf s3treet-Ieuging, is permitted ind(iscrumin-

Fttely,) te anr unlimited extent, in our city streets, ani, if net,
to wbiat extent and uîîder w~hat condtio>ns it is permitted.

'Are tihe crganized cbarities cf the city' uneijual te the task

of~ 'naking provision for ail such cases ? Shahl w'e give
or shahl we net give '? Ye -xvlbe are wise in suci inatters

Pleas0e informn us why, if sucb niendicancy isý bonest, the pool'

Suffeî.s are nct cared foi-, and if it is imposture whv it iis
Perruitted.

" A Salor'a MVe have eccasionally vetrdte comment

in tbe verses cf seme cf the foremiost cf

Ouir Canadian poots. In one er twe instances we hav e re-
ferred especiallv, te these cf Bliss Carîran, wbe stands easily

'in t'le front rank cf bis compeers. W~e 1îav,, therefore, the
greater pheasure in recognizinig the miarked nierits of the last

bit Of verse from bis pen wbich bas falien into our bands.

We refer te the uines entitled "lA Sailer's Wedding," wbich

aPPýear in the September number of the Aflantic -ilotihly. It

WeUid be easy, it is true, te peint eut even in tbis beautiful

thuhpathetic littie poemi linos wbich are te seine extent
niearre<î bv theoeld fauits of mannerismn and ebscurity where
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the genius cf the poean demands the utrnest simplicity. Bu t
we can well. afferd. te overleek these miner faults iii the

pleasuro afforded by the skilful structure and tire truc peetic

spirit cf the pem. We are serry that we mnust content eut'-

sel ves with a more glance at one or two linos wbich, with

înany ethers iii the poeii, seemi te us exceptiorially fine. For

instance, everyene who bias liad experienco in sailing craf t

will recegnize tlîe trutbifulniess as weil as artîstic quaiity iii

9ticl bits ef description as tbat iii which it is said of the

captain, wbo is driving bis geed sbip homeward that lie may

mneet and marry bis "' Malyn cf the Moutiîn

He sinothers ber [the vessel,' with canivas along the criunbling
brie,

Hec crowds ber tili she bunies and sbnddIcers froin bis band,
For in the angry snnset the watcb bias sigbted lanid.

Again.

Sbie gatbers up the distance, andi grows and v'eers and swvings,
Like any bomning swallow witlî inighî fail in lier %nings.

Once more.
Th~e bh acinths are lnnesoiiie andl mwite in Malyn's rooin
And ont at sea the sînwilake is dnriving tbirongh tbe glooni,

The "smeothering " cf the 'i ssel with canv ass tie

cruni)ling brine ;tlie '' shuddem'ing " craft the sigbt cf

land caugbt in the Il angry sunset ;"the ship "gatboring up

the distance ; II the nigbtfull in tbe boming swallews wing ;

the centrast betwveen thre "llonesome byacinths " in this

qjuiet i'eem, and1 the snewflakes Il on the drear ocean witb-

eut," driving tbrougbi the gloemn ; these are but .sanples cf

suggestive word-paintinig and cheice epithet and inetapher,

sucb as abeund throughout tItis cbariniing though saddening

little idyll.

Proteetorates aîld SI-av ery.

\ \FIAT is a British Pretecterate? Iili whiat relation

dees it stand te the Il pretecting " power Is Zanzi-

bar, for exanîple. a part of the Britisht Empire ? Dees its

near relation te: that Empire bring it se far within Il tic

shere cf British influence," that aIl its inhabitants inay

alike roly upon British ]Lw and British. justice for the

p)rotection of their rigbhts te life, liberty, an<l the possession
of property These are questions wbich are juit now agitat-

ing thre tninds of levers ef freedoin iii the United Kingdoin.

Tlieir immnediato reference is te the state cf things nowv ex-

isting in the newly adepted pretecteîate of Zanzibar, and
Pemnba Island, though the officiai reply te, certain questiens

teucbincr these countries is genieral enough te exnbrace in its

swe@p ail tire ether Af ricani " protectorates." Frein tbe

statoînients of different Englishi newvspapers it appears that

Mr. Donald McKenzie was net long- since deputed by the

Anti-Slavery Society te visit Zanzibar and Pemba and in-

quire into tie position cf siavery as it no(w exists iii that

part cf the British Doîniiins. Somie cf the facts brouglît

te liglît iii bis report inay be x ery briefly sumrniarize(i as

folews -- Out cf a total popuialion ef 400,000 iii those two

districts, 266,000 are slaves. Tir Zanzibar, wlîcre "lthe pun-

isimmuont cf slaves is ef t te the master's eivî discretion, with

ne check of any sort on the part cf the autherities," refrac-

tory slaves "lare cf temi beaten te death, in order te striko

terrer inte others." At the port cf Chaki Chaki, in Peinba,
Mr. Mackenzie feund ini "la tuînble-dewn old prison, a numi

h)er of prisoners, maie and female, heaviiy chained and fet-

tered." On inquiry he learned that, witm the exception cf

on@, whe liad stehen a little rice, the sole crime, whicb wvas

heing visitedi with this terrible punisbiment, was an attompt

te escape frein siavery. Once more. IlThe condition cf the

(slave) wemen in Pemba is soniething very terrible. Tliey

mix muertar, carry loads cf sand, stonef, or ethei' material,
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