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W HATEVER may ho the fact with regard ta other of

81 the world's great pacte of the day, no charge of

krsI excluiveness cen ho laid at the door of Sir Edwin

r..mold. It was e geniel and graceful act of the world-

I*l"ldOrientalist ta givo lis anc evening in Toronto

t' the entertainment of e public audience. The somewhet

ri're spectacle of one who stands but a very few remaves

trnthe top of the list, always a short one, it 18 truc, of

to Who have really received the divine efflatus, reciting

OWn *11pacms in the presence of the people, mu8t have

~'ried the thoughts of the students of classicel litereture

!fig8Zt back ta the secred foretime when this wes the only

Ilnd iwich the productions of the immortal seers could

4 'Ofl ta the world. Elacution, et Ieat in those deys

of ilffct articulation, 18 an art and lmost a talent in

'tl ther tbings being equel the author of e great

OlksOUId h its best interpreter in speech, and every

ael' Of sucb works must often have wished, wben puz-

Zliug Over sanie sentence or sentiment wbich bas sot the

cOglBe1tators by the cars, and wbicb refuses ta yield a

Oir'816Clear note of meening ta bis most, earnest efforts,

'btthe author wcre present ta give the ikey for its inter-

ptrttiOn by bis own eniphasis and inflection. As a matter

6
*Ct, ha Wever, distinguisheci authors have net always

Prov.ed successfuî in edrn for the coua ar eveni

011OUi productions. If such lis, as bas sometimes been

the rule, the author of the IlLight of Asie " nust

"e88arded as anc of the exceptions, as ail wba were pro-

E ti r inta have been delighted with bis naturel and

p a reproductions o choice passages from bis awn

nthi fi nEnglish litterateur recently went a little out

Wae Y ta pronounce Canada the least literary of ail

ahInies. It is, therefore, ail the more gretifying ta

attbetO hope that in an audience comprising many of the

1.3, ad thinkers of Toronto, presidcd over by Mr.

~' th, Sir Edwin found an audience not wholly

dioi~oîîiv, ither of the beauty of his thought and

OWU brf is kindness in giving theni the benefit cf bis

erdriuiglî.

H-E WE-E
TORONTO, FRIDA Y, DECEMBER 4th, 1891.

IR DANIEL WILSON'S letter in aur last number, t]

on the Canadien Coi yright Act, presents the case ti

fran the point of view of the author's right ta the product iv

of his own brain. That rigbt is indisputable. That it isA

tho first question ta, be considered in an honest Copyright

Act, cvery honest man must admit. That this should ho

the sole consideration, evon on moral grounds, i8 nat 8n

ilear. Like moat other questions of legialation in which d

variaus righti and interests are invalved, the subject of t]

copyright is a campliceted and difficult one. One migbt p

almost suppose froni aur respected correspondent's way of F

putting the case, that ho regards the brainwork of the b

author, his time, study, labour, etc., as the only elements a

which enter into the production of a book and give it tg

value. A little reflection will show how very far this is a

fromn being the fact. In the first place, there 15 no such C,

thing as absolute originelity in book-making. The "ltime,n

study and labour " expendcd are, as a rule, expended toa t

large citent upon the works of preceding thinkers, writors tj

and book-niakers, which have beconie uin a manner public t

property, but which could nover have become such had

the principle for whicli Sir Daniel Wilson soems ta con-

tend prevailed ta the fullcst extent. The very possibility c

of publication, in the modern sense of the terni 1 depen-a

dont upon the invention of printing, of paper-manufactur-a

ing, etc., and upon the thousand and anc improvements in c

ell the mechanical arts involved. Each anc of these wasi

in its turn the product of somoo't3 brain, and somne's

tume, study and labour. These have alI now become pub-t

lic property. May it not ho fairly questioncd whether the

author bas morally, or should have legally, the exclusive

right ta manopolize for bis own personal gain ail the

advantages dorived f romi the use of these eppliances 1 The

question may seeni a nice one, but, as aIl these arts are

essential. ta the production of a bookc, it can hardly ho

claimed that the resultant book-the niaterial, transfer-

rable, merchanteble book, which alane bas pccuniary value

-is the author's sole production and prapcrty. Only sa

long as he reteins it in bis own brain, perhaps nat even

en long, cen it be an regarded. To put the matter

mare concretely, what is it that gives pecuniary value

ta a book 1 ls it sololy the toil and talent

or genius of the author 1 By no means. Tbat 18

the first and indispensable element. But in bow few

cases comparatively has the author the capital necessary

ta put the book on the market and push it into circula-

tion 1 We hold no brief on behaîf of the publisher, but

few persans, perbaps few authors even, have any adequate

conception of the expenditure of xnaney and labour, yes,

and of brains, toc, which are necessary ta the succesaful

publication and sale of the work of even the most brilliant

author. We may go further. The talents, time, and

labour of the author, and the money and machinery of the

publisher would be aIl alike in vain in the absence of a

wide canstituency of purchasers with a taste for reading.

The accessibility of books et reasonable prices, and even

in the despised cheep editions, is the main factor in the

cultivation of this teste. Thus the pecuniary value of, say,

Arnold's Il Light of the World " is largely the result of

the apread of cheap editions of the worksa of other great

poots which have develaped whatever teste and creatcd

whatcver demand exists for poetry of a high order. Tue

doniend for gond literature in Canada is not such as we

aIl could wish it werc. But suppose that aIl such works

as those ta which Sir Daniel Wilson refers had been locked

up in English high-priced editions, what would the pro-

duct of the brain, the tume, toil and study of the moist

brilliant author ho worth, pecunierily, in Canada, under

the most rigid protection of tbe author's rights i We

have flot left aurselves space ta speak as we intended of

the peculiar circunistances in which Canada is pleced in

tbis mattor. Proably it is nat necessary. Everyone can

se ther ta shut Canadien readers up ta tbe expensive

English copyright editians would ho ta debar all but a

favoured few frani accesa ta the best literature of the day,

1and thet, taa, with loss instead of gain ta the au thora.

1Once more. Is there not sanie misapprohensian underlying

1Sir Daniel's remark that Ilthe tact that ho (the English

[author) has disposed af his copyright for the British mer-

iket in no reaan why ho may not negotiate with the Cen.

adian printer and publiaher for its issus here " ? Why,

hat is the very thing, as we understand the matter, that

the Canadian Copyright Act is deRigned to encourage and

induce the English author to do. By so doing, under that

A.ct, he can secure the fullest protection of lis rights.

AFEW such meetings as that held at Woodstock ast

-'week should suice to convince ail who have anv

doubta on the sub*ject that whatever questions touching

he future of Canada may .Iust now be awaiting settiement,

political union with the United States is neo ne of the

possible answers. It i8 welI that such. meetings should

be f reely held sa long as there are any persans of respect-

.bility and influence who think that any good purpose is

oe be served by holding them. Such decisive expressions

as that of the Waodstock meeting are scarcely necded to

convince those wha are thoraughly familier with the senti-

ments of the great mass of the people of the Dominion

bhat annexation is not a living question, and that it is in

the !east dcgree likely ta become such in the future. But

these meetings may not be without good effect, net only in

enlightening the minds of the few of aur own people who

have in sanie way received a different impression, but in

conveying ta aur neighbours an the other side of the border

a knowledge of the truc state of the case. We have nover

seen any good reason ta believe that cither the politiciens

®r the people of the United States are by eny meens look-

ing for the annexation of Canada with the intensity of

desire and expoctation which a good many among us secm

ta suppose, but there are undoubtedly a good many of bath

classes among aur neighbours who do fancy that the peo-

ple of the Dominion are roally longing in their hearts for

suoh a cansummnatian, and that nathing but the iran hend

af British rule prevents theni freim seeking ta attain it. It

might help net a littie in smoothing the course of future

negotiations were it once for ail distinctly understood thet

the mind of Canada is y settled on this point, and thet

the question of a cl age of allegiance neither is nor is

likely ta be open for discussion under any circunistances.

A few such meetings as that et Woodstock, showing how

fully we are at liberty ta discuss the whole question of

aur own future without reserve, could scarcely fail ta

make this important fect se clear as ta eliminete it froni

the background of international conference and intercourse.

From this point of view, as well as froui thet of aur own

freedoni of speech and national dignity, it is matter for

congratulation that the discussion wes se free froi bom-

hast, or attempted intimidation, or excitement of any kind.

Any such display of feeling would have weakened the

effect. Mr. Sol. White, the leader of the few who favoured

political union, complained, it is true, that his arguments

were met with sentiment, not with argument. But secing

that those arguments were based wholly and avowedly an

commercial considerations, this fact is ail the mare signiti-

cant. With those who replied ta bum thoeinetter was, no

doubt, one of sentiment. To have argued it on the ground

of commercial expediency would have been a scemîng

admission that ta prove that Canada would be botter off

commercially under the flag of the great republic would bc

tantamount ta proving that sho ouglit ta seek a place

beneath its ample folda. This the loyal Canadian is by no

means prepared ta do. He believes, with Rev. Me. Mc-

Mullen, that there are tbings of vastly greater importance

than even increase of niaterial prasperity, and that 8anie

of these things would be involved in and sacrificed by the

propased union. ___

H ON. MR. CHAPLEAU'S speech before the Com ercial

Club of Providence was certainly not wanting in

eloquence. Indeed, anc of tis first thoughts which sug-

gests itself ta the Canadian reeder is one of wonder thet

the voice which uttered that speech is not more frequontl *

and influentially heard in the Canadian Parliament. A

reason no doubt could be found, but it would perhaps bo

rether ungraciaus ta stay naw ta seek it. There is much

in the ring of the Providence speech that will commend it

ta truc Canadianq, irrespective of perty ; as for exemple,

its uncampramising assertion of the determination of the

people of Canada ta work out thoir own national destiny

and ta presorve their national self-respect at ail hazard.

To sanie minde the glowing tribute ta Rager Williams, and

ta the great and grand principle of religions liborty of


