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“That the Liberals will have a majority
over the Conservatives and the Nation-
alists combined ig already a certainty.
What, then, is to happen to our schools?

Will the Liberals, having got
the assistance of the Irish Catholics and
by means of it made their triumph
sure, turn on those who huve befriended
them and aim a deadly blow at their
most vital interestgs by destroying the
religious character of their schools?
It is hard to believe that they would be
capable of such bage ingratitude. On
the other hand we must bear in mind
that no less than four members of the
Min#%try have publicly asserted that
the first measure of the Liberal Govern-
ment will be a Bill to amend the Edu-
cation Act of 1902, and that it will
a.bolish religious tests for teachers and
give popular control in the manage-
ment: in other words that the man-
agers will be chosen by popular election.
All we shall say for the present is that
the Catholic body will to the last defend
the rights of their schools, and, though
superior forces should be against them,
will not give way to counsels of despair.”

ever withdrawn the reason may be
sought for and found in the insane
policy and actions of “Equal Righter.”
and those who follow him in trying to
build up in this tolerant Canada of ours
a political party’s prestige on the
narrow and disintegrating lines of racial
and religious animosities.

It may have been my misfortune, in
defending my rights as a citizen of
Canada, to have run counter to some
politicians, 1 do not do this on ac-
count of party politics, but on account
of the pernicious principles brought into
politics by some of its leaders. These
principles are not only subversive of
the best interests of the country as a
whole, but are specially aimed at the
rights and liberties which I, in common
with 40 per cent. of the law abiding
citizens of Canada hold dear. I shall
always exercise my rights as a free born
British subject to repel with all the
power 1 possess the attempts of “Equal
Rights,” or any other misnamed party
to interfere with my rights and liberties.

J. K. BARRETT.

Winnipeg, Jan. 31, 1906.
CURRENT COMMENT
(Continued from page 1.)
and taught during the times we want
—dlways excepting the hours of secu-
lar instruction for which the author-
ities pay—and taught during those

times by teachers, who believe what
they teach. We are sure that our

“But nothing would be more ignoble
than to thus trade upon the race loyalty
and the generous feeling of worthy but
Misinformed men; and nothing is more
unlikely than that the English people
°f Quebec will ever be seduced into
Such a national crime. If we had a
genuine grievance, we would fight for
Our rights in a manly fashion; and all
the world would know exactly where
We stood. But our good friends in
Ontario may take it for granted that
80y whisperings with regard to our
Position are to be safely and sanely

Sregarded.”

This leaven of common sense comes
Tom a Conservative journal and a Con-
Servative member of parliament, resi-
dmt in the much abused province of

ebec.

- These Protestant leaders of thought
are dajly witnesses of the toleration
thown to them and their people by the
Catholie province of Quebec. These
Wen are the best friends of the Con-
Bervative party in Canada. They real-
12¢ the fact that it is not only a crime

. Bainst their party but also a national

- ®fime to make racial and religious ap-

" Peals, The toleration shown by the

leaders of the governments of Manitoba

4nd Ontario (both Conservative) is a

‘stahding rebuke to those factionists.

 When the multi-leaders of the many

&ctions that now constitute the federal

““Pposition and a certain section of the

Press of Canada take these lessons deep-

Y to heart and act upon them, that

Party may hope to become a power in
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And further on, in a leaderette on
“The Cause of our Schools,” he writes:
When Abbot Gasquet proclaimed

at the: annual dinner of the Catholic
Association on Monday night that
Catholics were ready to go to jail
fqr their schools, and when the Arch-
bishop of Westminster spoke of the
possibility of his being imprisoned
a8 & Passive Resister, they sounded

Harry Wallace
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-+ 8shamed ‘to make it.

th? land. By its present policy it is
‘“rving out of its ranks every self-
Tespecting Catholic. One would think
t!mt the political history of this ostra-
®Bm of Catholics would steady these
Men in their mad career and make them
Teflect. The political battlefields of

Anada for the last sixty years are
‘Strewn with the dismal failures of
Wen pursuing such a miserable policy.

hder such provocation I can well pass
j?'vel' your correspondent’s sneer about
the loaves and fishes.”

This charge has been made against
Me before, and by men who should be
When the Liber-
vals_ came into power the chief inspector-
Ship of inland revenue was vacant.
hey did not give it to me, although
am the senior inspector, and in every
‘Way qualified for the position. I am
ot ¢omplaining. They were not then,
Ror are they now, under any obligation
to, me, beyond that of giving them a
faithful and intelligent public service.

I sincerely mention the fact as an
308wer to the insulting *“loaves and

hes ” charge.

“Equal Righter” says: *“I suppose
e would tell us that Sir Wilfrid Laurier

an honorable man and a pure states-
m‘fn?” Anything I could say of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier would be of little inter-
"M.to the people of Canada. A vast
Majority of them have, on three differ-
"*Bt occasions, emphatically proclaimed

ir faith in his honor and public

* ‘Mtegrity. That should satisfy ‘“Equal

,I{‘E}{ter.” However, I have no ob-
-Jection to answer his question. I be-

eve 8ir Wilfrid Laurier to be not only
‘I he has included in his question, but

#lso believe that he is a truly patriotic
:;'fa'fesman. When the history of his
i comes to be written by the impar-

1 historian, he will be described as 3
) tesman who honestly and strenuously
' abf"‘ed to make this Canada of ours a
United and tolerant and happy people.
4 len the miserable factions who are
‘c"y!ng to rend asunder the people of

8nada and turn back the hands of

demands are just, and we have hopes
that they will be conceded. We have
no quarrel with Nonconformists. We
do not proselytise their children. We
ask simply to be allowed to educate
our own. How can Liberals refuse
to grant us what we ask? It remains,
therefore, for every Catholic voter to
use his power during the candidature
of the politicians, and to ask the ques-
tion which the Bishops have laid
down for the guidance of electors
during this contest. And for the
convenience of our readers we state
it in the exact form: “Will you, if
returned to Parliament, resist any
interference with the right of Cath-
olic parents, as at present secured
by law, to have their children edu-
cated in the elementary schools of the
country in conformity with their
conscientious convictions?”’ Let every

Catholic voter copy out that question:

on a post card or letter paper, and
append to it his name and address,
and send it to the candidates who
solicit his vote. Thus he will bring
our educational claims under their
notice, and help to deepen the con-
viction they already entertain that
Catholics are in deadly earnest in
their demands to have justice done
them in the matter of their schools.
There is not a moment to lose. The
candidates for almost every consti-
tuency are now known, and the
sooner they are appro‘acped by us
the better. The issue 18 11 our own
hands. The Liberals see that they
need our votes. Let them know at
once what we expect from them.
On the general lines of their policy
the vast majority of Catholics are in
agreement with their views: On the
education question, they must come

,into agreement with us. And if we

all make it a point of duty to ap-
proach the candidates and. press our
wishes upon them, they’ will promise
to act rightly by us. Never since
the act of 1902 was passed has our
position seemed 80 favorable. The
Nonconformists feel that we must
be won over. The Liberals are

a note which every Catholic will
sympathetically re-echo. If we have
to fight for our schools, fight we will
with dogged determination. Non-
conformists have known how to do
battle for the denominationalism of
the School Board and Council 8chool.
We shall, it necessary, show that we
know how to defend the denomin-
aﬁtxonalism of the Catholic school,
since we profess a .creed for which
many, through centuries of persecu-
tion, suffered with joy. We thank
Abbot Gasquet for having openly
taken up the unflinching attitude
WI.nch is fully in accord with Cath-
olic feeling and for having so clearly
Vvoiced the sentiment of the united
Catholic body; and we are delighted
to observe with what earnestness and
fearlessness Archbighop Bourne ap-
proves of this policy and faces the
Prospect of the worst that can happen.
The Catholic colors are nailed to the
mast, and the watchword of the
Catholic forces is ‘“No surrender of
Catholic management and Catholic
teaching in our schools. No rates
for education if the Government at-
jcempt, to confiscate and Protestant-
18e our schools.” Catholics, whether
cle.ncal or lay, prelates or simple
Priests, men of social influence or

‘working men, will be willing to en-

dure imprisonment in such a good
cause, if necessary.

Later on, the editor asks this ques-

tion:

Will Imprigonment Be Forced on

us?~ We think not. We publish to-day

a strong letter from the Bishop of
Limerick critj cising severely the course
adopted at the elections by Mr. T. P.
O'Connor and the United Irish
League of Great Britain, of which he
18 president. That course has been
and is, general, unwavering, enthusi-
astic support of the Liberal and
‘I‘J abor candidates. The Bishop says
'You have got nothing like a dis-
tinctive promise of Home Rule from
the Liberals. Some of the leaders
of the party are unwilling to grant it.
What claim have they on your sup-
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Progress by their diabolical appeals to
racl:}i and religious passions, are things
¢ past, and Canada bas Ly "
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‘embering will only hold them in| & @ Victory ends the treatment.

tying contempt—the honored name| OWR act ¢
Of Bir Wiltrid I earier shall stand out as| Which is to bo given to the schools

-g bright beacon to guide future gener- we have built at our OWD cost, main-

“Ation, - tained with our own money, and kept
8 of Canadians on the only true opon that our children  may be
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B €N 2 member of the civil service of
8tada for near thirty-three years.
Very promotion I received was on the

8round of merit. In all that time I
Ve never interfered in politics, al-

. “8!1 I may frankly admit, what .all

wg;efnends know, that my sympathies

“Bery, &lmost continuously with the Con-

ative party. If that allegiance be

what Catholic will be slack?
,__.__T—‘—" N
| was the brilliancy of
i ishing
these hopeful signs bY the astonis
triumph of the British Liberal Paﬂ;}:;
The editor of the “Catholic Times,
e of the following

in hi i rticl
in his leading a January 19, says:

by the United Irish League, we are
PRPPY to say that, so far as we can
;udge, the struggle is having such an
issue that our schools are safe. We
!mve several lines of defence. First,
if gratitude count for anything in
this world, and if the dread of sure
retribution have any effect, the Lib-|*
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