TWELVE THOUSAND CASES OF PACKED FISH

sea, and 50 1bs. of excellent meat rots
upon the beach, because 1t happens to be
white mstead of red. Next Crow tosses in
the sockeye.  Beautiful shining fish these, of
uniform size, cach vielding some 4 lbs, of
deep rose-colored meat—the best on the
market.

The rallyman takes his lietle book and
makes the following entries opposite Crow's
number: U0 springs, 30 cents cach: 100
sockeve, 10 cents cach.”™  Crow indulges in
the Tuxury of a grim smile and deftly guides
his boar to a mooring-post. Boar after boat
contributes its portion until the scow is
heaped. Then the cannery engine starts
and a grear celevator rartles between the
scow and the rear of the cannery. T'wo
Chinamen, with rubber boots and fish forks.
clamber down the wharf onto the scow-
Plop. plop, fall the fish from the elevator
to the cannery floor, until the whole rear
of the building 1= illed, the scow cmpticd
and the boats all unloaded. "The fishermen,
atter securing their boats. plunge the nets
mto the bluestone vars to cur the sea slime
from the meshes, then streeeh them on nes
benches to be dried by the sun and over-
hauled by the nermen.

At five o'clock next morning the shriek
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of stcam-whistles tears through the stillness
and echoes and re-echoes along the rocky
shore.  The Indian dogs howl in sympathy
and the village bestirs itself.  From cabin
and messhouse ascend spirals of smoke and
volumes of vapor laden with odors of fried
fish and pancakes.  Another blast of the
whistles and the cannery hands Aock to their
work.  Such a conglomerate throng—aold,
withered, cagle-like Indians, who can make
vour hair bristle with their accounts of war
and scalping festivities; Chinamen., bcwi}:f_"f“]
and gabbling: Clootchmen (Indian wives):
heavy-jowled and taciturn Indian girls mak-
ing passes with long knives at the gre
“Chinks™ and laughing loudhy at the Ories-
tals” evident alarm.

[nside the cannery all is hum and bust' ;
Two Chinamen, waist-deep in salmon, fo:
the long cutting tables, along which
ranged numbers of their countrymen wo:
gleaming knives.  Deftly these living aut:
matons work.  One sweep of the knife ai
the fish is berefe of fins and head.  Anoth -
auick slash and the tail is severed, and t '
trunk slides through a hole in a partitic
mto a trough bevond.  Holes in the flo |
are provided for the exit of these heads an
tails, but beside almost every vent there is



