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inhabited by about 230 of the Sne-ny-mos.
after whom the city was eventually named.
The word sne-nv-mo eeans “the whole™ or
“a big stronge trike”

five tribes being united
i this one village.

The men were des-
cribed as being poorly clad, direy and lan-
auid.  Undoubtedly they could afford to
be lazy, owing to the almost incredible
abundance of all kinds of fish and game.
Their clothing consisted of a shirt. over
which a Blanket was thrown, Teaving the
head and feet bare. The heads of the in-
fants were flattened between two strips of
Foard Found together with cords of cedar
bark.

[n the village were many totem poles
claborately carved, which were said to be-
lone to a tribe of the Sne-mv-mos  which
had left the place many yvears Lefore.
There, too, micht be seen the ancient In-
dimn cemeteries where the Lodies were not
Luried in the ground, but placed in boxes
which were piled one above another and
mouldering with age. One of these bury-
g crounds was on Cameron Island, over
which today steam the cars of the Western
Fuel: Company bearing coal to the ships.
Another was amongst the rocks and trees
of Jesse Lsland, which lies close to the site
of the Government Biological Station.
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Before the coming  of the whites the
more stodgy and lazy Sne-ny-mos appear
to have been much at the merey of the
fiercer and more active tribes of the north.
e necially the Kwa-kualths, who came down
from the northern part of Vancouver ]slnp(l
i1 the viciity of fort Rupert. ()M in-
hatitents of Nanaimo tell stories of ‘:Jﬂll,\'
painted war canoes; of braves dressed m all
the battle array of paint, feathers and huck-
cking of human heads on  poles ln'ml.‘lht‘
back triumphantly to the village, as well
many other wonders which seem to us of
the present day to helong to the realm of
mythology.

When two Kwa-kualths who were o
caved in logging at Nanaimo were kul-..:-(l b,\'
the Sne-nyv-mo: even the presence (:l fh(
two six-pound carronades in the lx,-“T.{O“Y
did rot prevent the Kwa-kualths }J:ll=‘:"{1‘f~’
am oup and down the coast and assernhling

' o) L hout
their war canoes to the num‘lvu oll o
160 in Nanaimo Harbor. "Lhe l'hw- b;
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Bay Company, however, allowed 1t

distinetly understood that war whoop were
prohibited within range ot the t()x'r\"rll.\l‘-
afrer making a display of power the - ‘lf
kualths withdrew. Frequently m tn 0
peace the rumor went round that the n‘-‘l“‘
kualths were about to attack, and the ¢



