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to furnish their contingent of men or Prevost himseif, but failed, like ail ex-
levy the war taxes, and New York was peditions havingthe misfortune of being
quite prepared at a moment's notice to under his personai control.
take the same stand. This was the The time granted the Americans by
period chosen by Sir George Prevost to Sir George Prevosts armistice was put
conclude an armistice with General by them to the best advantage, and
Dearborn. It is difficult to imagine a when Congress refused to sanction
more unfortunate step. True the news General Dearborn's agreement there
hadpjust reached him that the obnoxious had assembed on the Niagara frontier,
orders in council, the apparent cause u nder command of Major-General Van
of war, had been revoked, and it was Rensseiaer, an army of over five thou-
perhaps not unnaturai to suppose that sand men, two-thirds of which were
with the cessation of the grievance regulars, weii armed and in possession
American hostîiity itsewf would die out. ofplenty of ammunition and provisions.
Sir George Prevost, however, ought To oppose them General Brock had
better to have known bis countrymen. under his command in ail about fifteen
The war reasons assigned were a mere hundred men, of whom about haf were
excuse oits reai motive was the desire regulars. Constant skirmishing marked
of the Madison and Clay party to hoid the cessation of the armistice, the sen-
power. Under the circumstancespeace tries amsing themseives by exchanging
-as impossible. Had they gone back shots across the river, and the Amen-
to the country worsted and humiliated, cans making one or two successfui cut-
their tenure of power as at an end. ting-out expeditions, in one of which
The Ameican Government refused to thev captured and destroyed the brig
ratify the armistice concluded by their Detroit," formerly the United States
general, and the time thus gained as brig "Adams," which had been surren-
busily occupied hurrying men and dered at the taking of Detroit and had
munitions to the front. The great au- been re-chistened with the name of
thoit of the Duke of Welington as that fortress. It soon became evident
afterwards sought to justify the irne of that the enem meditated an attack in
conduct adopted by the Governor. The force, and Brock, with bis usual energy
case, however, could scarcely have been and foresight, took every precaution
very accurately stated to that eminent hich the small means at bis disposai
generai. The Duke is said to have permitted, to secure them a hot recep-
strongly dissuaded a war of aggression tion. On the i o th of October, General

ith so smal a number of troops ; uand Van Rensseaer assembed his force
there was wisdom in the advice. The opposite Queenstowvn, and two davs
British, a mere handful, could not hope after, eanly in the morning, crossed tie
to work their way into the enemy's snes river. Genera Brock, at that moment,
and there maintain their foothold; but hias at Fort George, the point he
between that and the burning of a thought most ikely to be attacked; but
couple of border fortresses, and des- hearing the firing he made ail speed to
truction of stores accumulated for hostile reach the scene of action, and came up
purposes, there is a r ,ide diffrence. just as the Americans had succeeded in
There is one fact patent, had Brock obtaining a footing on the top of the
been free to destroy Sackett's Harbor heights. General Brock put himseif
wvhen he wished to, the enemy wvould at the head of twelve men in charge of
not thc foilowing year have been able asmal redoubt,armed with aneighteen-
to obtain the mastery of the lakes ; and pound gun, but was forced to beat a pre-
co much aas that the case, that the at- cipitate retreat. The Americans got
temlt was made later on by Sir George possession of the fort, and Captain
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