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TO OUR READERS.
To-day we give to our readers the first num-
ter of the Eighteenth volume of the True
WiTRESS, and in dowg so we deem 1t 1ocumbent
to say something for ourselves. To every age
~gimoe the iptroduction of printing, every country
+~atd clme ‘blessed with cimhzation, and 1ts con-
~ zomitant blessings—religion and morality,—has
* Deen favered with jJouroals of different shades of
‘ qsohucs antl peculiar literary or rebgious views.
“Lapada has not, perhaps been peculiarly favored
“with a mewspaper press as well conducted as
- wzeuld have been wished for. It is true the
~aeeds of bigoiry, intolerance, and irreligion bave,
<«oa {requent occasions, been disseminated, bat,
*7¢ghadks to the vigorous hierary atlaiments of the
“+Zhseiples of law and order, malcontents bave not
g3 yet been able to thwart the intentions of the
“wgood. [n British North America there are
“gnapy Cathohes who agree in all the essential
“dfogmas of our Chuich; there are thousands also
~aeho differ as much in poitics as they agree n
Waith, They are scattered miles apart over the
"wast Continent of America, and number amongst
wheir (housands a majority from the British Isles.
“%xod has favored tbem on a foreign soil with
*peuce, ‘pleaty, aod pleasure, with an excellent
CZoverament, and with all ihe accessories to their
dppmessin 2 future bfe. Bad lterature im-
ported from foreign countries and from the
States, has been sown broadcast amongst them ;
z0d alas! hul too frequently have the eloguent
#hsurdities of our religious combatants led the
anwary Catholic to doubt perhaps of matters to
‘e of wital mnportance. 1t was to obmate the
dire results which follow under such circum-
stances that the managers of this journal deter-
aned to found the paper, whase columps, as our
wreafiers are aware, bave since 1ts foundation,
“Hhean exclusively devoted to the interests of the
“Cathohic Churck. Iis end and aim are decidedly
@atholic. From poltical squabbles and the
- Gnckeriogs of office-seekers, it keeps apart.—
“F'here are other poriodicals which exist by the
~parse and patronage of place-seekers—these let
“thew use s tools befithng their work, How-
~ogwer, although we stroagly have opposed the at-
“gscks of the champions of the Retormation, no
~ell-feeling or bitterness’ exist on our part. In,
~gonclusion, we may say that the TRuE WiTNess
~gf 1867 is a fitting descendaut of that of 1850,
“¥{ts position and its prospects- are mainoly to be
wattributed 1o tbe kindoess and consideration
“ayiich we bave experienced from our suppsorters.
“We sincerely accord our thanks to all who have
“pard i their subscridtions before hand, and hope
“hat those who, through forgetfulness, have as
Tyetdeferred to do so, will ere long fulfil thewr
~gbligation. 'We congratulate ourselves upon
®tbe position the True WirTNess has main
Rained even amongst the opposition of maoy fees.
“We shall conclude our observations by hoping
" *that our journal will ever maintain its popularity
=23 4 thorough Catholic newspaper, and hope that
~zts claires 1o future support may be amply re-
*apunded to.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
The Prussian Government appear to take deep
“~imterest in -the welfare of Baron Von Magnus,
Wmister vesident of Prussia w the City of
Mexico.. It bas been ascertained that Von
"BMagnus endeavored to save the life of - Maxuni-
?an and by Ins s0. domg tbat the Mexican ledders

‘aowed Vengeanee agatasl bim, Be this as gt |-

y, Prussian journals aseert that since the death
“af Maxsm;han the Prusslan government have re-
'-nnelved vo dispatches from the Baron. .
T Kossuth has dechned to take a -seat in the

‘bad ‘been elected unammousay ; SRS

~ The Reform Bﬂl bas ohtamed a lblrd readmg
1o the House of: Lords. '

Advices from Abysetma report that the Bnt-
ish captives i that country are .no longer m the
bands of King Theodorus.

It is oﬂmaally stated Ihat the contracts for
carrying the British mails to New York ut the
expiration of the Cuoard contract are open to
all bidders, but tkat British ves=e!s will get the
preference.

Lengthy reports of the Wimbledon shooting
mateh for the Duke of Cambridge’s prize have
appeared 1n all our English exchanges. Anp idea
of the excellent claims of the breech loader asan
arm of war may be had when we consider that
75 shots were discharged from one gun n three
minutes!

Secretary Stanton aod Presdent J ohuston
bave disagreed, as the latter wishes the former to
tender his resignation. DMr. Stanton refuses to
do so until the termination of the next election.
This is only ope of the beautiful bickerings of
the Democracy.

An exchange paper from Cincintati states that
the weather 18 so warm as fo be vofavorable to
the growth of cereals.

The lcdians bave upset a freight train on the

Union Pacific Railroad. The goods were coa-
sumed by flames, and the engineer, fireman and
brakesman murdered. There is anotber report
that three ralway officials at a station on
the line were kilied.
The proclamation announcing the issue of the
writs for the General Elections was published on
the 7th, The writs are dated Tth August, and
are returnable on the 24th September, with the
exception of those for the connties of Gaspe,
Bonaventure, Chicoutim, and Saguenay, which
are returnable on the 24th Oclober.

?

With all our boasted intellectual progress, in
spite of our much vavoted spread of knowledge,
and consequent dissipation of prejudices, we can-
not see that as yet much, f anything, has been
done to eradicate from the popular breast the
ancient and widespread prejudice with respect to
the importance and direct icfluence of forms ot
secular governments and political mstitutions vpon
the material well-being and domestic comforts of
the people subject to them. At the present
day, perhaps more than evea now, when tbe pow-
ers of government have been most sirictly de-
fined, and 1ts functions have been most hated, 1s
government ioterference mcessanﬂy nod clamor-
ously invoked to devise and apply a remedy to
every.ill which affticts the sons of Adam. " The
effects of soil, of climate, of geographical posi-
tion, and geographical conditions, which are after
all the chief agents in determming the material
condition of the human race, are &l tacitly ig-
nored, or treated as of very slight account ; and
everywhere the tendency 15 to attribute all dif-
ferences perceptible betwixt the respective mate-
rial conditions of nations, or political commumi -
lies, to differences of political institutions, and of
forms of secular government. These erroneous
theories, or rather grossly exaggerated theories,
as to the importance and the effects of political
institutions aud form of goversment are moie
than unphilosopbical, they are actively and prac-
tically mischievous since they mevitably tend to
beget and foster a taste or predilection for revo-
lution ; and bspire a wicked as well as foalish
disaffection towards their particular government
amongst a people which, contrasting its materia)
conditiop with that of some of its neighbors,
sees, or fapcies that it sees, a grealer amount of
material prosperity amongst the Iatter, than itself
enjoys.

We would not of course absolutely deny that
the material well-being of a people may be
affected by 1ts political mstitutions; we will ad-
mit that there bave been, there may be again,
secular governments so exceptionally, so atro-
ciously bad, or rather badly administered, as
perceptibly to check or retard the material pro-
gress of a people possessing “withn themselves all
the elements or factors of material prospenty,
and capable of appreciating and making a due
use of them. DBut such extreme cases are rare ;
and perhaps with the exception of Russia and
Poland, not even in Central Africa or Asias a
living example of them to be found at the present
day. But speaking of the ordivary forms of
secular goverpment under which the races of.
lodo-Germanic origin, for the most part lve, it
may safely be laid down as ‘a geaeral theorem,
that the happiness of thew several ‘subjects in so
far as happiuess 1s in any manner connected with
material progress, and domestic comforts, 1s alto-
getber wdependent of thewr political institutions,
or mere forms of secular govéernments, From
this we deduce as a corollary, that a people that
proposes to ‘better its materta! condition by meaus
of arganic pohtlcal chzages, or 1n other words by |

| political revolution, has imagined a vam thing,

and doomed itself to continual dlsappmntment.
-Liet us take a case or two'in point. Tbe resi-
dent of the, Brlhsh Islands, the laboring man,
‘especlally, cc:ontrasﬂ:mcr his matenal coendition with
that of the laboring man in the Usited States of
North Ameru:a, wdl probably he struck by the

e fact. lhat tbe Iat

,'has, in: many respects an"_

‘ vantage 3 that he bas higher: wages ‘that he 15—

‘with the. exceptwn‘of the -lowest™ of - the urban
proletazres whose. ‘material condmon already
closely approximates to that ot the same classes
io London and-Paris,—better fed, better clothed,
better lodged than the English laborer, and' that
be bas far greater facilities for raising himself
from the condition of a recipient of wages,” to
that of a capitalist or holder of property. See-
ing these things ; seeing also that there is a per-
ceptible difference betwixt the political wstitu-
tions of the U. States and those of Great Britain ;
and beiog at the same time but a buogler 1n the
use of the inductive, or Baconian system of philo-
sophy, he will very probably, indeed be generally
does next to the absurd and logical conclusion
tbat, somehow or other the higher matertal status
of the working classes in the U. States is due to
some superiority in the political nstitutions, or
form of goveroment in the latter ; to the ab-
sence of thosa monarchical and anstocrati-
cal elements which obtain 10 the British form
of povernment. In Ihis wmost pernicinos
defusion he will unfortuzately be eacouraged by
‘many an unprincipled demagogue, aod fautor of
revelutions.

-

For the latter will carefully refraio from point-
ing out the fact, that every material advantage
that the mechanics, laborers and cultivators of
the soil in the U, States enjoy over the same
classes in the British Isles is due wholly and
solely to the material and geographical conditions
of the smid States ; to thewr ciimate, to therr soil ;
and above 21l to the fact that they in proportion
to thewr population they possess, as corzpared
with Great Britain, an mcalculably larger area
of good Jand fitted for the cultivation ot the ce
reals, and of which a great part is still the po-
perty of the government and not of individuals,
and of which therefere the government has (he
right to dispase on such terms as it pleases. To
these things, and to ite coal fields, in area equal
to thirty seven times the area of all the coal
fields of Great Britain, s all the materal pros-
penty of the U. States exclusively due.

So too we shall sometimes hear Canadiacs
grumbling, and shall read in the Rouges orgaus
bigh spiced eulogies of Anaexation to the U.
States as a remedy for all the defects which they
find or pretend to find in the matersal condition of
Her Majesty’s snbjects in this part of the world.
And so too no doubt, were there still further to
the North, and cn the very verge of the Aretic
Circle, another political commuunity with jnsti-
tutions and forms of government differing from
those of Tlapada, there would not be wanting,
amongst them wiseacres o attribute their poverty
and dasadvautageous physical circumstances o
political causes, and to suggest a unton with thewr
Southern neighbors as the cure for all the conse-
quences of their ngorous chmate. In such a
proposition there-would be just as much good
sense as there is in the proposition that political
Aunnexation to the U. States would ameliorate
the physical circumstances of Canadians.

But-perbaps a more striking instance of the
error which we msist upon 1s to be found in the
history of Ireland. It 15 always assumed as im-
controvertible, that there 13 no betler test of the
matenial condition of a people than that afforded
by the slatistics of population: that a steadsly
mcreasing popelation is an nfallible sign of a
well-to-do people, and therefore of pood gaovern-
mept : and that a decreasing population on the
other hand is a certain-sign of a suffering and
therefore of a badly governed people. How do
facts bear out these propositions 7

Certawly 1f ever. there was 10 Burope a peo-
ple infamously governed, that people was the
Irish duoring the one hundred and forty years
that elapsed from' the conquest of [reland by the
Anglo Dutch, to the' repeal of the Penal Laws
in the reign of George the fourth: and yet dur-
ing the whole of that time, the popufation of Ire-
land steadily and rapidly increased, so thut at the
last named period it bad reached the dimenstons
of about eight milions. On the other hand, it
cannot be denied that since the passing of Ca-
tholic Emancipation, the political institutions of

Ireland, though very far from being perfect, are:

far superior’ to bher political inshtutions during
the eighteenth century: and yet of late years
the populalion of Ireland has steadily and rapidly.
decreased. Thus we bave before us two pheno-
mena, which directly give the le to the vulgar
impression respecting the omnipotent and direct
inflience of political institutions and forms of
government upon the happlness or material well-
being of the people. 'We have on the one band
the most abommable political institutions—and a
constantly mcreasmg population: on the other |-
hand, political stitutions greatly ameliorated |
accompanied with a rapid depopulation.

These phenomens, irreconcilable with the
generally received theonen, nay, utterly subver-
sive of them—are- suscept:ble of an easy- solution
by those who reject those theories—acd believe

with the poet that liltle, that bat very little, of

what men suffei or enjoy is attributacle to forms
of government or, to’ political institutions.
rapid increage of TIreland’s popnlatmn durmg a
period of. ‘most infamous government was due fo

‘the morality and cha&ty of the Irish, and thls

The'

. morahty was tbe wrk of their pecullar rehgmn,

which - taught - lhem to: hold" ympurity, and these.
artificial checks on. the increass - of population
koow o ushappily’ but too well ‘on this Coutment,
m deepest abhorrence. - 'The depopulation of
Treland now gomg on,1s due, not to any change
for the worse i its political institutions a¢ form of
goveroment—for these in g0 far as they have been
changed, bave been improved—but to the greater
facihties now afiorded for emigration; to the
cheapness and rapidity of the trans-Atlantic
voyage ; to the powerful attraction of the rich
‘coro-grawing lands of the Westera Hemwsphere :
in part, to the failure of the potate crop, which
eotered so largely ato the diet of the Irish pea-
sant ; but above all to the demand tor labor,
skilled and voskilled, that necessarily obtains
a country 1 which the area of unoccupied arable
land, stands m the ratio to population, that it
standz 10 the U, States.

So also-in these same vaunted States we see a
continual stream of emigration Lowing from the
Eastern, or sea-hoard States to the newly created
States and Territories of the West, Shall we
thence conclude to the superior political institu-
tions and forms of goverament of the latter?
Assuredly we must do so, if the theories laid
down by some shallow politico-economists of the
democratic school he based upon truth.

Guven a goud climate suited for the growlth of
the vine and the cereals ; given, m proportion to
the population, abuodance of good land ; given
abaove all coal—for coal 1s the prime facter 10 all
civilisation copsidered as a fact in the material
order—and in so far as the physical well-being
and domestic comforts of the peopl= of a country
so circumstanced are cencerned, it matters bat
ittle, very little, what their political institutions,
what their form of government. Oa the clher
kand, in spite of the best institutions, ia spite of
the best form of government that the wit of man
ever desired, the Jand wanting 10 any of these
upportant condilions ; that bas 4 capricious cli-
mate uasuited o the growth of wheat; where
the area of good arable land in proportion to the
population 1s small : and that has not an abun-
dance of coal, can nerer be aaything but a poor
country, from which the people, m a chronie
state of suffering, will by an inevitable faw of
pature, as constant as that which regulates the
flow of rivers, continually emigrate m search of
the thiee esseotial prerequisites of material pros-
perity, that 18 to say, climate, soil, and coal.

It is perbaps pot inexpedient lo jnsist upon
these truisms, or axioms of -political economy at
the present day, when orgame political changes—
which of course umply revoletion—are by de-
signing and unprincipled agitators constantly held
up to the ignorant and unwary as the certain cure
for all the ills ot humanity. Men are always too
proue to believe that ther sufferiegs, their pover-
ty, their physical condition if unfortunate, are the
fault of others, especially of thewr rulers ; and
thus are prone to disaffection agamst their gov-
ernment—for who is there who cacaot find
somethiog or ofter in his material surroundings to
complain of 2 Yet would a dispassionate review
and careful enumeration of all surroundings con-
vince them, i most cases, that after all thewr
form of government, and the political iastitutions
under which they lived, bad little to do with their
happiness or their unhappiness, in so far as these
depend upon matenal circumstances : and would,
we have ne doubt, f carried on without preju.
dice, tend to render them more contented with
those forms and institutions, and tess prone to be
seduced by the sophistries of the demagogue, and
the clap-trap of the political adventurer,

DivorcE, AND LeGarizep CoNcuBINAGE.
~—Iu a late issue of the Montreal Witness we
find the following extract from a Vapkee journal,
which we reproduce, togelher witk the com-
ments thereupon of an evangelical conteirporary :

“ ManriaG8 AXD DivorcE IN INDIANA.—The ease
with which divorces can be obtained in Indiana
msay be gathered from the followicg from the
Wigimac Demperat:~There is a marrisd couple
hnng in thia country whose matrimonial history
iz rather nounsnal, the woman having been merried
four times, aod yet i8 living with her first husbaad.
After sharing ihe conch of her ‘* worser-balf" s
few years the wife got a divorce from hushaad No, 1,
apd was married to husbznd No. 2. Io a little whlla
she appiied for and obtained a divorcs from hushand
No 2o busband No 8. In the course of time she be-
came weary of ber honds, and was divorced from
busband No. 3 Then ber first Jove resumed its
sway in her beart, and, to make amends for her
seemiog waywardneas,ahe sought ont and agam
met husband No. 1, when they were the second time
indissolubly bouad' ap inthe tender curds of wedlock,
and are now living bappily and pascefully togather,
witi the company of two children by their ficat
marriage. She was not blessed , with any offspring
by either her gecond or third nusbn.nd soafter years
of separation from her- first oh;act of happiness,
nsught now remains to remind her of the pass
estracgement save the memory of hlsbe.nds Nos. 2
snd 3/

[The facility of divarce above mdzcnted is the
‘scandal and disgrace, not only of ladians, bat of

many other States of the Union." The fruite of this
unscripiural and disastrous system are neither more
nor less legalized concubinage ; and,where it prevaile,
‘here con be but gmall indueement 10 have a family.

prolificness of, New England mamages which i3 uow
attracling Ahe. eeriong attention of New Eng]nnd
divines and ‘physicians,—BD. Wilness,

~But the % facility. of divorce” is the du'ect and'
necessary consequence Lof | lhe % pos sibilty of

and of l‘rsquenl recurrence,

This is.probably one 'of the canses of that gingnlaz 2~

dlvorce : for. that:which 15 pnssnble and agreeable:
"Wl soon, 1 tfxe nature of thicgs, become facile,-

The Catholte prmcu l: of mz mage « one w th,_

one, antl for: éief » whch tolerates no - divorce a
vinculo, under any. couceivable cm.umstances, s
mtellvglb!e, and, as we see by the facts around
us i ‘existing Catholic communities, can be re.
duced ‘to practice.

* So- also 1s the extreme Protestant prmcxp]e
advocaled by the school of which tbe Westmm-
ter Review is the organ or exponent : Tq wit
—that marriage, or the cohabitation of the sexes
is a mere civ)l contract, to be left therefore,
so far as its terzs are concerned, to the discre.
tion of the contracting parties: who should be gt
hberty to contract to cobabit, for life, for a tery
ol years, or during mutual pleasure, or good pe-
havior, just 2s 1t may suit their coaveuience, o
their passions. This is the osly Protestant
theory of marriage, or sexual cohabltatlon, Iogl.
cally tenable; and accordmv to it ia the inter.
ference of the civil magistrate with the coq.
tracting parties, so long as neither preaks faitp
with the other, or does wrong to aay third party,
is a simple piece of impertinence. The ¢
accidents which accrue from the contract—apg
sothing more, belongs to the domain of lhe vl
wagistrate,

Bui between these two logical theories of
marriage, the Catholic theory and the extreme
Protestant theory—of which the first 1s based
upon the assumption that, under the Christiag
dispensation God Himself has determined the
conditions under which the sexual unions of His
creatures should be contracted: and the secoqd;
or Protestant theory, is, that Grod has lmd down
uo pesitive law on the subject, and has therefore
left His ereatures free to determine those condi-
tions for themselves—it has beep attempted to
taterpolate a third theary of marrage, to wit—
that the State or civil magistrale hus the nght
to determine the terms or condilions of the sub.,
Ject’s sexual oofoas: that umons contracted in
compliance with these terms alone are to be
constdered marriages : and that all other sexual
unions are simply concubinage. Tius theory is
so supremely ridiculous—not to say tyrannical—
that it will oot bear the mast delicate handhng :
for how can a civil wagistrate impose a moral
obhgalion in the matter of the wtercourse of the
sexes: how can he by any act of his make that
cohabitation boly, chaste, and pure, which with-
oul his intervestion would be uvachaste, nupure 2
He can impose legal abligations of cowse; he
can attach advantageous legal consequences
the matter of succeediag to, or inhenting pro.
perty, o unwons contracted 1n accordance with
bis requirements, and withold those legal conse-
quences from unions 1 which these requirements
bave not been complied with. But what he cag-
not do, what no one but God Himself can do, is
to make that sexual cobabitation moral, whch,
witkout his sanction wruld be mmorzl—or that
immora! which lis sanction to it refused, would |
be moral. Prudeatial considerations, regard for .
the proprietary rights of twsuee of such URIODS,
with of course prompt men and women to comply :
with the law 10 so far as that law interferes oot
with their conscientious convictions: but no one;
not a born-fool, will in so far as the morality of
the proceeding 13 concerned, ever bother Ins
head, whether his cohabitdtion with “a person of
the other sex is, or is not in conformity, with the
regulations of the civil magistrate. Moralily
depends not upon what the civil magistrate sags
but upon what God bas said.

Theretore is 1t that, outside of the Célholic
Church, and of that section of the Protestant
world—daily we fear becoming smaller—which
bolds that, God Hizxself bas preserilred the terms
of Ris creature’s marriages: that matriage i,
therefore something more than a mere civil con-
tract: that its terms, as baving been determmed
by God Himselfjare s far beyond the reaci of the
civil magistrate, as God is above man; that io
consequence, a civil magistrate can neither bind
with aor loose from the marriage tie,—can uo
more dissolve a marriage, than be can impose a
marriage upon - two persons reluctant to comract
one wilh its obligations, therefore in i, we say
that we can pever obtam an answer to the ques-
tion—% What s the moral.(not legal) but moral
difference betwixt marriage and -legalised concu-
biage 7 Put this question to any Protestant.
who recognises the power of the State to graot
a divorce, and you will find that, if be aoswer at
all, he can assign 2o difference whatsoever €x.
cept a mere legal difference betwixt the two.

“What 15 the practical consequence? Very
many. Protestants argue in this wise, and by tu
logic” hush the still small voice of conscience
reproaching them with their irregular amours.—
“ There is only a* legal difference; after all, be-
twixt marniage and concubinage, both are mezely
civil contracts, differrng in this only—that one )8
a sexval union contracted in accordance with the
cohventional laws of the State, and the other is
a union contracted without regard to those laws,
1t is true that we discard the-person with whom
we cohabit every six’ months or 'so, and ‘chose
olher- compamaus, but alter all huw can there
be any more sz in one dowg'so propria. mom

thmg by authonty of the dwmce cdnrt iA.
antoral




