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TAINTS,

XEWS OF THE WEEK.
Rumors, some not =thout consisteucy:, are
again rife os to the criticai state of the French
Emperor’s health. He is said to be menaced
with diabetes, and s physicians have, 1t1s added,
enjoined upoa him rest from mental exerttos.
The Eastern (Juestion 1S again comiag up, acd
ina very serous form. The “sick man” b is
thought, canuot kold out much longer, apd it is
in vam for the Powers of Western Europe to
try and profong his days. Indeed, why nations
calling themscives Christian should so long bave
given their atd to the mantenance of Mahomet'an
despotism over the Christians of a great porlion
of Europe and of Asia, will be to our descend-

watch the reactionacy priests, and expose their ne. ;
farious schemes, and the cotseqaenee bus been that
atrests of priests are now maters of daily coccur.
rence, A short time sjnce all the priests belonging
10 one of the most sristocratis churches in this
ity were taken into custody by the officers of
government, and condacted to a secare place ; the
church was closed, and not again opened till con.
verted into a hogpitat. The large Qatholic Theo-
logical Seminary of Milap, the largest perhaps of
Northern Italy, was recenatiy, early one morniag,
surrounced by the police, and eighi of the reverends
were disturbed in their repose, sod counstrsioed to
leave hastily for the prisos. This Semicacy ts also
now coaverted into a hospital. :

A pight of this character, traly aovsl to me, i
witnessed last week in the ciry of Genoa. }I‘Jlavenl
priests acd one Dominican Friar haviog beez ar-!
rested for intriguing againai vze government, wers
conducted in ao open omnibus torough all the pria-
cipal streets of the city, ia the midst of a crowd
raging with madness and threats of vengeance. The
yells and howlioge of the excited populace Wwas
gometking fearful, and bad cot these spiiitual leaders
of the people been strongly protecied by tue police,
they wonld certainly have bLeea beaten, stoned, and
probahly torn in pieces by the infuriated crowd.—
Ag it was, the police had great diificulty io lodging
them safely in prison, ecd :he people dispersing,
swore they would yet have veogeauce. In another
town, when it wag reported tbuat the Italian army, in
the battle of the 24th of June, with the Ausirians,
was betrayed by false informastion given by priesis; &
erowd of some thirty or forty persons, raiziog their
clenched fiats and shaking them, eaid : ¢ Let dut the
government give us the apace cf two hours and we
will finish the work with these priests’ An Italian
of thig city, at the beginning of the war, said to me,
' We bave two wars hefore us; oce to drive the Aus-
trians, and the other to cut off the legs of nll thess
priesta!’ In the army, alzo, priests bave been arreated
g spies, and in Padus snd some otber places whers
the Italisn army has entered Venetia, many of them
bave been compelled to flee. Should the wur
continue long, and this animosity increase, there will I
doubtless be instances of the peaple rising and
megsacring their priests. Some of the timid aiready
almost fenr to expose thewselves to public view, apd !
tor a few weeks pagt there ia n marked diminution
of their number seen in the streets. The misery sBud |
ignorance of Italy for all the past, are now charged
upon the priest; and the pechie people seem resolved
now to emancipale themseives from his power, and !
En many ceses Lo execute veogeance by anmnilatuag,
Jim.” -

Evidently the “ open bible™ 20d the revolu-
tionary propagande, are carrying om the Work
o! the Beformation in Italy bravely.

The wsurrection 1 Sicily has been quenched
in torrents of blood., Its exciting cause s fo be
feund, not so much i asy hegering attachment
amongst the people for the Neapolitan Bour-!
hons, as in the general and ivtease hatred of the
Sicillians to Pisdmoatese ruie, and the erueitizs
of their allen and sub-Alpine tyranmts. At
Palermo the cries of the insurgeats were for a
republic, not for a restoration of the ancient

maay other cities, éomﬁuixtecs were appointed to| % ¢ Of those citizens whomw the fire has spared,

all, it is true, display the greatest zeal for the
poor sufferers, I have made 1o their bebalf a
warm appeal to the charity of all the faitbful of
the Diocess, and I reckon upon therr gencrous
assistance, But it -is impossible for us to sup-
ply, single-hanaed, the most pressiag wants of so
many sufferers. )

“¢] come then to-day to implore m their
name the help of Your Lordsaip, and that of all
charitable souls in yeur Diocess,

tender care for all the afflicted, I reman most
cordially yours,
% ¢ Your devoted servant,
“s1 C, F., Bishop of Tloa.’

In order %o respond to an appeal from so
bigh a quarter, and winch springs from a heart so
naturally a filicted, you will not fasl to joio your
geaerous efforts to those of your Municipalities,
s0 that means, the promptest and most eflectual,
ay be taken; and so that you aad all [your
Parishioners, without exception, may tax them.
selves for the powerful assistance of our afflicted
‘brethren. Moreover We will not fail to address
fervent prayers to beaven, lbat tbe Father of
Mercies may vouchsate to send to this multitude
of sufferers His consoling Auagels, who may dry
their tears, and protect them in their most urgent
wants,

“ T am, Sir, most cordially your very bunble
and obedient servant,

+ 1 lg., Bishop of Montreal.

Tue Fice 1v QueBec.—All minds are oc-
aupied with the terrible dizaster of Sunday, 14th
fost,, with the best means of mtigating the

j effects of the calammty, 20 of preventing its re-
s P 4

curreace.

The stary of the Hre may be twold in afew
words. It criginated 1 ome of those low black-
guard groggeries or drinking houses which ua-
fortucately abound in all our large cities. In
this foul des, early en Suadsy morning, a lot of
rowdies were drinking and gambling ; from de-
baucunery, teo fightiog with oue another, the stage
was easy and natural ; in the scuffle a larop was
upset, and the interior ot the buildicg was soon {0
Tiys was the first stage.

Next, as usual, there was no water 10 be had,

flames,

regime, and it is tius perbrps which gives us

owing, it appears either fo the very defective

ants ap almost inexplicable enigma; they will chief significance to the iosurrection, which was | condition of the Quebec Water Works, or to
scarce be able to understand the mutual jea- not suppressed without difficulty by -the by the | the neglect of the authorities. For pearly an

Tousies of European Powers to which the foul
prese
tine is owing. But the end is approaching ; and
once again we may hope that the glorious Church
butlt by Justinian, repaired, aud decorated by so
many other Emperors, sball be restored to
the worship of the true God, and that agan the

Holy Sacrifice shall be oftered up on the high
altar of St. Sophia.

“rPhere is a tull in the affairs of Italy. Vene-
tia has been finally ceded to the Piedmontese,
and for a short time they may torget, or feign to
forget, the disasters and bumilations of the late
war. But the bitterness remains, and the revolu.
tionary ¢pirit gains ground daily, amongst the
masses, so that the most horrible atrocities, atro-
cities rivallng if not surpassing those of the
Septembrizers may at any moment be l.o?ked
for. This spirit is as much religious as political ;
and as in Franca n 793, it is agaiost the Catholic
Church, and the clergy that its hostility 1s chiefly
directed. Protestant principles of the extreme
type bave wade much progress 1o parts of Italy,
and the Reformation naturally thirsts for the
blood of the priests and nuns, Whom it has robbed,
whom it bas outraged, and upon whom therefore
it naturally locks as 1ts enemtes. T'he reports of
the Catholic press upon these matters, as the re-
ports of an interested party, will of course be
treated as worthy of but little credit by Protest-
ants; but when facts fully confirming the truth
of these reports are published by the extreme
Protestant organs — their accuracy and truthiul-
ness canoot be called in question.

We 1nvite therefore the reader’s attention to
some extracts from an article on Italiaa affairy
which we find in the Montreal Witness, of
Saturday last. Almost were we tempted to sus
pect that the writer had made a mistake in place
and dates, so perfectly do the facts therein aar-
rated coiscide with those recorded in French
history, of thatdreadful evening in September
1792, when the French priests — then as now
‘accused of complicity with the enemies of the
Revolution — were dragged by an infunated
rabble from the carriages in which they were
l;ein'g'eohveyed to prison, and backed to death
in honor 'of civil and religious liberty. History
we say, is but repeating itself.

e writer of the description of the following
scenes 15 the correspondent—start not Christian
reader !—of an evangelical paper styling itself
tbe Christian World, and which gives them to
‘the public with intense glee, as conclusive evi-
- dence of the triumphant progress of the Re-

formation” in Italy :— - .
" ests of priesta and bishops for thug Acting 1D
oppé{tﬁon to tge government have nct been unfra.
quent in years past, bat since the commencement of
ihe present war, in every part of Italy an innumer-
“able quantity -of priests have besn ar;egted,a/nd im-
risoned on account of theiz pymaathy with Austria.
s Whea hostilities were imminent in Milan and

N

foreign mercenaries of Piedmant, and the bomn-

% Bomba” should henceforward e applied to King
Victor Emmanuel.

From Rome we learn that tee health of the
Holy Fatber contiaues good, and that full of
confidence in that divine protection which for
eighteen huadred years has never failed his pre-
decessors, he will await at Rome whitever il
may pleose God to send him, or bis esemies to
mflict. The days of martyrdom are not over
yet ; and from the extract from an evangelical
paper given above, it seems by no means un-
possible that the present generation may witness
the altar of St. Peter’s stained with the blood of
Christ’s Vicar upon earth,

The annexed Cercular, addressed to all the
Parochial Clergy of his Diocese, by His Lord-
ship the Bishop of Montreal, was read on Sunday
Yast from the several pulpits of this city.

# MoNTREAL, 20:b Oct., 1866.

# Sir,—The terrible fire at Quebec 1s knowa
to you, and already you have taken steps to pour
into that City, laid waste as it has been by a
calamity so deplorable, the stream of your
chanty. You only wait for the appeal usually
made 1n these great misfortunes, to all compis-
tionate hearts, to open your purses to aid, and to
lend your help according to your means, to the
alleviation of so horrible distress. [ hasten to
make that appeal; and that it may be the more
effectual, I will let you hear the voice of the
Pastor of the people who have just been visited
by so great a calamity.

“ This voice, no deubt, will, more eflectually
than can mine, excite your sympathies, for it is
the voice of a father, who bas before his eyes the

bour the fire was master of the field ; whilst a

nce of the Crescent m the City of Constan- bardment of the unfortunate City. Tae title of | SUA orth east gale then blowing, carried the

Rames from ooe woaden Louse lo znciher, with
the rapidity of lightoing,

And so when at last waler was obtained, the
fire was too far advanced for the noble efiorts of
the firemen, aided by the treope in garrisen
and crews of the men of war in port, but
alas! ail ir . The mischiel was doge ; that
fatal hour" .ant of waier at the first outbreak of
the fire cculd not be compensated for by all the
zeal 20d pluck so lawishly displayed by men of all
origias, and ot all grades, whom the sad alarm of,
“ Fire” had collected on the spot. Tire was

master, and resigned not its authority until it had )

swept clear a space of one mile in length, by one
and a-half in breadth, destroying some 2,500
houses, and leaving nigh 15,000 persons, men,
women and children, bomeless, and desolate.

Io the presence of this great disaster, we must
bow down and acknowledge the chastening band
of God indeed, but we must be up and doing for
the relief ot the poor sufferers, whose wants are
many and pressing.  Ficst and foremost they
want food, and clothing, and shelter against the
inclemency of a Canadian winter now at hand ;
aud this relief will, we are certam, be promptly,
cheerfully, and eficaciously extended to the
sufferers, without consideration of race or creed,

Already meetings have been held in Quebec
and Montreal to raise funds lor the purpose, and
sunilar steps will, we expect, be taken in the
other Jarge centres of population throughout the
Province. Gorverrment, too, in view of such an
awful calamity, may well be iovoked to the
rescue. We need scarcely add that on this, ason
so many other occasions, the Catholic clergys
aud the Catlohe Religious Orders bave resdered

most touching spectacle : who sees nothing but

most bitter distress.
myself the echo of this pitiful soice which calis
for our compassion, and whose accents of gnel
will, I doubt not, peaetrate to the inmost recesses
of your souls.

# In consequence, I forward to you a copy of
the letter that I bave just received from Mgr.
de Tloa, Admwstrator of the Archdiocess of
Quebec, under date 1Sth instant. You will com-
municate its contents to your parishioners, toge-
ther with those of the prezent Circular.

¢ ARCHBISHOPRIC oF QUEBEC,
¢ October 181h, 1866.

# ¢ Monseigneur,— Your Lordship will bave
already heard, by means of the press, of the fear-
ful disaster that bas fallen on our poor City of
Quebec. More than 15,000 persons, reduced
to the lowest state of distress by the most terri-
.ble of fires, are left without food, without shelter,
without clothing, with the winter at band.

immense ruins, who hears but the groasings ofi
upwards of 13,000 of his children reduced to the tand in their wministrations, they have spared
Cheerfully then do I make

incalculable services to the sufferers, and to the
entive community. Indefatigable in their labors,

peither their persons, nor their purses: and i
one or two voices have been raised tending to
throw doubts upon their charity, and readiness to
impose sacrifices on themselves, we are bappy to
say that our Protestant [ellow-cilizens have
showa no readiness to give ecbp to the sectarian
censures. In short, tte only rivalry which at
the present juncture should be permitted ta dis-
play uself, as betwist Catholics and Protestants,
must be a rivalry in good works. We can, ia
this matter, all work in common j and it was
consoling to see that at the Montreal Meeting of
Thursday last, the platform was occupied by
clergy and laity of all denominations, promisent
amongst the former of whom were the clergy of
the Seminary of Montreal was represented by
thewr learned and venerated Superior. At Que-
bec, as usual o all emergencies, the chief dig-
nitaries of the Church, and the Religious Cor-
porations stand at the head of the hst of sub-

“ Full of confidesce 10 your mty aed your

seribers by the amount of their several dona-
tions.

A great work bas to be done. It will be a great
work to feed and clothe those whose entire pro-
perty has been destroyed ; but a still greater,
and tar more difficult work will it be, to fad
shelter for them during the winter, and until the
burst district can be rebuilt. Already, duriog
the winter moaths, the lodgings of the poor both
in Montreal and Quebee, are greatly over-
crowded, to the serious Jetitent of the health of
the inmates ; amoogst whowm, because of their
close packing, defictent ventiation, and the ab-
segce of an effective system of draimog, loath.
some diseases, small-pox, typhoidical fevers, and
all the other necessary concomitants of over-
crowdiug, foul air, and dirt, are always rife.—
How then shall we find shelter for the 15,00
homeless sufferers by the late fire?  Where shal)
we put them, or how bestow them, so as not to
aggravate the already existing evil of gvercrowd.
ing ; so as not to sow, during tle winter montbs,
the seeds of certain pestilence 13 the spring I—
This 15 the great quest._s, i which all*are -
terested ; and 1f therciore motives of Chnstion
charity suffice not to stimulate to prompt aad
liberal assistance to the sufferers, motives of pru-
dence and self-interest will supply their place.—
Here is the plain state of the case. The dwell-
ings and lodging houses of the poorer classes,
both i Montreal and Quebec, are already so
fearfully crowded, that it is impossible to cram
more Into them without generating pestilences
which will spread from the humble abodes of the
poor, to the more sumptuous bomes of the rich.
This 1s the physical side of the question, We
aeed not do more than suggest the hideous moral
consequences of over-crowded dwellings.

All these thinps wmil, we are sure, he seriously
considered by those on whom the duty devolred
of taking the lead 10 such measures as may ulii
uztely be adopted to meet the emergency, For
us, and otbers in our place, it will suffice to fol-
low that iead: and each sccording to bis meant
wil do s best to ward off the huoger, the cold’
apd disease with which our brethren at Quebec’
the suffering members of Qur Liord Jesus Christ,
{are mepaced.  Schemes savorisg of politica!
| ecanomy, plans for the referm of the Quebec
Corporation, the better organisation of its Watef
Waorks, and ali kindred topics, we for the present ;
| abandon to others. The great want, the press-
ing want, the work most immediately before us,
Is that alone which we can attend to ai present,
and that want, that work 1s, to find, mmediately
i sufficient food, clothing, end decent shelter during
the winter for the victims of the great calamity
which bas fallen, we do not say on Quebecg, but
on toe Province of Capada—for itis as a Pro-
vincial, oot a mere local, calamity that it should
be dealt with. :

—

On tbe oceasion of the great Quebec fire in
1845, the several religious Corporations of that
City contributed the following sums 1 aid of the
sufferers : —

Seminary of Quebec, .... $2,000
Hotei Diew, .... eere 2,000
Ursulines, ... eees 1,200
Archbishiop of Quebec, .... 1,000
General Hospital, cevs 800

To this we may add the subscription of $1,000
from the Seminary of Montreal, making in all
the sum of Eight thousand dollars from s°x of our
Cathohc ipstitutions. But even thbis represents
but a portion of the material aid furnished on the
occasion alluded to, and wluch, as we write, the
sail mstitutions are again furnishing ia the sbhape
of personal attendance on the sick and wounded,
in the shape of food acd clothing given at the
doors of the Convents to the naked and hungry,
and in the sbelter afforded to the homeless in the
Asylums and Hospitals of our good Sisters.—
Again we say, we mention those things not te
boast, but as the best answer to the ipsinuations
of some malignant censors of our Catholic institu
tions.

In the list of subscribers to the Quebee Fund
in aid of the sufferers by the late fire, we find the
following names and swns appended to them, We
publish them merely to show how false are the
insinuations that bave been thrown out in some
quarters,

The Archbishop of Queber.. .. 51000
The Seminary of Quebec...... 2000
The Rector of Quebecsen.e.. 100
The Bector of St, Roch...... 100

It would appear from the humsaun remaws found
in tbe roins—that, at least 13 persons must bave
been burnt to death by the great fire of the 11th
lastan’. !

The Seminary of Suipice bas subscribed the
snm of $1,600 in aid of the sufferers by the
Quebec fire.

« Mr. Jobo F. Maguire, the well-known and
respected representative of Cork, arrived
Hahfax by tbe steamer * Asia.,” The gentle-
man intesds making a tour through the British
North American Provinces, and part of the

Uhited States, and may be expected in Montrea!
about the begmuing of nrext month, where, we
are sure, he will meet with a “ bundred thousand
welcomes” from s many friends and country-
men.

The two couples, whose tradings and couqt

Locicar Anyaow, THOUGH NASTy___The
following paragraph goiog the rouads of e Ca. |
nadian press, and which we clip from the Mont.
real Herald, affords an excellent itlustration of
the “ mere civel contract” theory of Darriage,
i er.
tradings ate theremn recorded, did but carry oy
this theory logically and honestly : and i mar.
riage be but a ¥ eivil contract,” we defy any oge
to convict them ol immoralty, or Hupropriesy,
Men have, morally, as good a right to SWAD Winey
15 10 swap horsee, if marnage be not someqy,,
more than a civil contract ; and therefore, i vi:
tue of that * sometkiog more” altogether beyond
and above the sphere of jurisdiction of the ¢y
magstrate, aod civil legislature.  Here oweye,,
15 the story as it is piven o our Protestant gy,
changes :—

AN ExTRAORDINARY Casr.--Probaoly ons of g,
most extracrdinary snd singular cases ayee lrie;
before a Canadian court will b2 tried in this 1og,
next waek. A couple of mea residing near Smithw],
G. and M., agreed to0 exchsnge wives, Mrs, G, apg
Mrs, M. being also eager that the ‘swop’ shuuld 1ak,

place, Wken Mr. G, who keeps a swall conpyy

store, obtained posseasion of Mrs. M., he told he,
that all the goods he had were hers, The partieg
stack to their ‘trade’ for about & week, whea Mr, i
discovered that Mrs. G. wasg not his aflinity, Mg G,
sgreeing with him. Mr G. aiso discovered 1nag py
apd Mra, M. conid not travel narmoriously 10gethe;
1o euch a state of uffuira, of couras it was tb: most
patural thing in the world, with peaple possezsing
such peculiar ideas of the nuptisl tie, to 'trade pacy
aod trade back they did, each man receiving his
law{ul wife. But Mes, M., on leaviog Mr G . :houghi
she Rad a right to take a portion of the goods with
which he bad endowed her. Mr. G. thoughs thi
was wrong, especislly as his spouse had brought
notbing, and therefore he had Mr. and Yrs. )., ar-
rested for larceny, examined before B magistrate sug
committed to jail for trinl. When 8 person expressed
somesurprise to Mrs, M., atsuck n sioguler trensactiog
and asked her what she thought the judge won!g say
in reference to it, she replied, * Wall, I duneo what
Le'll say, but ke caa’t say puthin’; berauss peosle
twede horees, cows, pigs, and sech like, nnd wuy
shoaldn’s they trads theirselves off —swop wives and
busbands? Whavs the darm in i, ifall ¢ gressple?
I can't ses it, and don't Xeer what they aay VS,
Catharines Journul,

Mre. M.s Togie is unanswerable : and of sueh
trading as that recorded above is rare amongst
our Protestant fellow-citizeas, 1t 1s because ihey
are always, and even 2f their worst, infimteiy
better, thaok God, than are their principies, [t
Is the inconsistency of Protestants that saves
them ; and 1t is fortuaate for crvilisation that they
sbrink from carrying out o their full ex:eot zod
legitimate logicai consequences,
theories.

What the Judge wiil say whea this curious
case comes before im we know not-—and are
auxious to bear : but this we kuow, that be can-
oot copdemn the morality of the proceedings on
which he wil hase to =it 1w judgement, withoug
either condemning the *mere civil coptract?
theory ol marriage, or else making a laughisg
stocic of mself by his inconsistency.

their awmrn

The Protestant will see nothing very extraor-
dicary in the following paragraph which we clip
from the correspondence of the Lovden Times,
In the Catholic’s treast, it mill however stir up a
curious train of thought, as to what manner of
thing the Protestant faith must be, and of what
manaer of stall must be made the consciences of
those who can see in the change of religion a
mere political act :—

“ On the 29th ult. Princess Dagmar of Depmark,
ths uffianced bride of the Czaroviteh, made her featal
entry jnto St Petersbarg. The corlege, which in-
cluded the whole Imperial Family, proceeded from the
reilway station t7 the Kasan Cathedral, whence it
repaired to the Palace. The dsy bsfore the Princess
had embraced the Greek faith in the Palace Ohapel
of Zarsko Selo—a sacrifice rigorously demanded of
the foreign Consorts of Russian Emperors and Grand
Dukes. The Princess, having been long intended
for a Russian Prince, she was never conficmed in the
Lutheran faith, although she had attzined her 191k
year.”

When we remember that, on all those points
which Protestauts dencunce as * idolatrous” 1
the Romish Church—such for nstance as befef
in the Real Presence, and worship of the con-
secrated host—the Greek and Russian sectares
are at one, 10 every respect, with Roman Catho-
lics ; ang that consequently, if the Lutheran fath
us 1t is grotesquely styled—be a return to pure
Christianity, the embracing of the Greek faith by
a Lutberan 18 a relapse into idolatry, and that for
mere wordly motives-—we cannot but marvel at the
stolidity of the Protestant consctence, which ca
behold unmoved such acts of cold blooded apostacy
as Lhat above described ; but whick the said Pro-
testant conscience accepts as the most patural
thing 1n the world. It is only amongst Protestants
thal such acts of apostacy, or change of faith from

secular motives are possible ar conceivable : and

whnlst amongst them, so low 13 their standard,
they excite no indigoant exclamaions of horror
and disgust at such blasphemous tampericg with?
and mockery of the boly name of God, on the
Catholic therr effect is to convioce bin ihat per-
sons who can thus change thewr faith at plea-
sure, a3 they would their shirts, can bave no faitb
at all, no idea of what faith means.

Catholies also will not fail to note that, whist
sham covnersions from Protestantism to a rehgion
which is certainly idolatrous, zf there be aught of
idolatrous in the Roman Catholic religion—seeing
that with the exception of the  Papal Suprema-
cy” and the “Doubdle Procession of the Third
Person of the Trmity™ there 1s no doctrinal differ-
ence betwixt the Latm and the Greek Churches
—excite no mndigoant comments from Pro-
testants, provoke no lamentations over the per-
vert’s lalliog away, no groans over the parlous staté




