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MONTREAL, FRIDAY,

Mr. Gillies of this oflice 1s now on a ¥isit to
.our subseribers throughout the Upper Province,
with full power to settle all accouuts, and to
make such arrangements as may to him seem
appropriaie,  We take (s opportunity of re-
commending bim ang the object of tus visit to

ooy

our Western subseribgrs,

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

When fiest 1t was rumored that Lord Russell
had, througis s agent Mr. Odo Russell, made |
to the Sovereign Ponull the coal proposal that
he should abdicate his suvereygnty i favor of the
King of Sardinia, and that the DBritish Govern-
ment would, m thal case, kindly undertake to
furnish the Pope with quarters in the isfand of
Malta, and dry lodgings in Valetta, the news ex-
cited no little commotion. 1By those who best
knew Lord Russell, the unbounded and unflinch-
ing arrogance of -the little man, and that he is
equa'ly ready as a momeat’s notice (o undertake
the command of the Channel Ileet, or to super-
wmtend a -delicate aad most dangerous surgical
operation, the rumor was logked upan as exceed-
ingly probable : by more it was greeted with |
blank surprice; whilst the majority perhaps
treated it as foo monstrovs for the pages of the
modern historical romance. 1t turns out how-
ever, 1hiat it was pe fectly correct : and from the
correspondence just laid before the Impenal Par- |
liamen, we learn the full particulars of this most
extraordinary diplomatic transaction.

Locd Russell, in the first series of the now
published official correspondence, informs Mr.

SeveuThousand ndhéréﬁtérdf t\ﬂé{rightfgl,l’(iqg“c‘)f
Naples § ia” vain ddes’ the’ Tiondon_ Thimes, \l}:l@
other organs of European Inberalism exhort the
Piedmontese to sl more énergetic measures o
crush the resistance of a brave and loyal people
—for % brigandage” is becoming more bold and
more formdable, the more it 1s repressed, and—
as the organs of the intrusive Government assure
us—the more 1t is thoroughly extingwshed in
blood. The Times takes comfort however in
the fact that there are many lewd and dworderly
priests in the City of Naples, who have arailed
themselves of the invasion of their nauve land by
the Piedmentese, to throw off thew allegiance Lo
the Church, and to give full scope to the wdul-
gence of thewr caroal appetites. As a set ofl to
the alarming progress of the ¢ brigands,” the
Times correspondent recounts with much glee
the proceedings of a public meeting lately held
in the City of Naples, and under the protection
of Piedmontese bayonets ; whereat some of these
lewd priests, aloresaid, dis‘linguished themselves
by « deepest scorn and indignation” wlch they
« reserved for the Church and her Minislers.”
Of these, ene of the most prominent wasa cer-
tain Santaniello, who, to judge by the report of
lus ‘speech published in the Fumes, must be a
very extraordinary person indeed ; for heis re-
prosented as piously giving God thanks lor that
e was not only horn an Italian, but that he
& was born 2 Christian”—and not, of course, as
1s the case with less favored mortals, a child of
the deril. Neo-Christianity is evidently going
a-head in ltaly, and great s the satisfaction of
the Protestant world, as one by one the funda-
wental doctrines of the old religion are cast fo
the winds by the apostles of the new Evangel.
Men who were * born Christians will no doubt
approve themselves the spiritual as well as the
political and social regenerators of a revolation”
dsed Ttaly.

The designs of the Emperor of France with
regard to this Continent are still wrapt m yn-
pesetrable obscurity. The Doles continue therr
gallant, but, it 15 10 be supposed, hopeless strug-
ole with the colossal power of TLussia ; but uniess
;lxe_s' are aided by some of the European Powers,
the result will, we fear, be but an increase of the
sufferivgs of the unhappy peeple of Poland.

Trom the theatre of war on tlis Continent we
have nothing important to relate. Vicksburg is
not yet taken, and tle military operations of the
week base Leen limited 1o eccasional and inde-
cisive skirmishes. At sea the Confederate cruis-
ers bave made some very voluable seizures, and
the Yankee gunboat Indiamela has been des-
troyedt by the Conferate man-of-war, the Quean

"Odo Russell, that * Her Majesty’s Goverament |gf the West.

are of opivion that Rowme should be the capital of
the Ttalian Kingdom ;” and such being the
# gpinion” of the Palmerston-Russell Ministry, it
was clearly the duty of the Sovereign Pontiff 10
abdicate at once in favor of Victor Emmanuel:
in winch case “the Admiral of btler Majesty m
the Mediterranean wonld convey the Pope (o
Malta, 10 Trieste, to Mar-elles, or Valencia, and
37 ITis Holiness should ¢hnose to remain in Malta,
Her Majesty’s-Governmeut would there provide
a maaston -fit for his reception”—with board no
doubt for himself and one man servant,

This hberal offer was by Mr. Odo Russell
-duly communicated ‘to -Cardingl Antonelli; who
agam laid it before the Sovereizn Pontiff—and
both no doubt, must have enjoyed a quiet but
hearty laugh over the impertinence of the eutire
proceeding. Iis Holiness however with all due
grasity caused Mr. Odo Russell 1o be intormed
that for-the present, he bad no design of giving up
housekeeping, aad of going into furmshed lodg-
ings—~!hough il ever the whim ta that effect
should take him, His Holiness would give Johnny
Russell’s kind offer all the attention that it de-
served.

Il the first serses of correspondence betwixt
Lord Russell and bis man Jack, puts them both
in merely a ridiculous light before the world, the
second places the latter in a very uneaviable po-
sition. HHe—that 18 to say Dr. Odo Russell—
wrole a rigmarole letter to bis employer at Lon-
don, setting forth hosw the Bouwrbon Commiltee
at Bome had sent a detachment of 260 armed
men o jorn Trstany, dressed as [rench soldiers
«0 aslo ¢ deceive the Tralian outposts and pa-
trols.” Upoa the receipt of ths intelligence
Lord Russell wrote a faming despatch to Ear]
Cowley, to be communicated to M. Drouyn de
Lhuys, remonstrating with the French Govern-
ment for senctionng what his little Lordship was
pleased 1o term * lhuse barbarous outrages.¥—
The French Government having writlen for in-
formeation to their General at Rome—the Count
de Montebello—Ilearnt that Mr. Odo Russell’s
statement was a tissue of falsehoods, and the issue
of the affair mint bave heen very unpleasant, per-
sonally, to therr author. e, it seems, having had
tbe impudence to call vpon General Montebello,
was by the latter very coolly recerved, and bowed,
not 1o say kicked, om of the room, as a bearer
of false reports. Such has been the ignominious
termination of British ¢ non-interference” in the
affairs of the Italian Peninsula. Meanwhile, the
gallant resistanee of the loya!l Neapolitaps to their
alien invaders, is makmg rapid and steady pro-

The political news 1s more exciting, and more
important than the military. The Legislature of
Tndiana has bad its proceedings suddenly closed
by the secession of all its Republican members ;
apd an eutire change of policy by Abe Lincoln
is apnounced. General M‘Clellan 1s to be rein-
stated in command of someihing, somewhere, by
way of stopping the clamers of bhis friends: and
the conservative party i the North isto be con-
ciliated, if possible, by the appointmeat of some
of its .members to seats in the Washington Ca-
binet. The entolment of the blacks proceeds
but stowly.

Provizcial ParuiameNtT.—The long dreary
debate on the Address s atan end, Ministers
having had majorities in their favor. Stll the
torrent ol talk {lows on, turbid as ever, but no
jmportant measures bave as yet been brought tor-
ward, -Our readers wili, we are sure, excuse us
for not inflicting upon them the debates, weary,
stale, flat and unprofitable, of the Canadian Par-
liament, or Talk-house,

To the £iditor of the True Wituesx.‘ )
Sir--The country owes you much for the fearlessand
able manner which you have treated the case of the
unhappy Aylwards; and I am pleased to find that tho
statement of fapts which has been furnished you by
your correspondent Sers/ficld, has not been questioned
by the press in ecither section of the Provisee. Ina
short time the evidence taken at the trial, offlicielly
authenticated, will b2 furnished to tbe public; you
can fearlesely await ils publicity, fully relying
that the bistory of the tragedy, as it appeared
in the columns of the True Witness, will be
sustained in every essential particular. It i3 of
much moment when a newspaper publisted in the'
interestsof roligion, and ecxercising so vast an in-
fleence a8 your journal undoubtedly does, discusses
& question of such momentous interest as that which
is involved in the Aylward afleir, that it should have
truth for its basis; and that the facts should be
clearly and foirly siated. The public have then the
privilege of drawing their own conclusions, rnd of
forming an intelligent opinion equally with yourself.

The ldst number of the True Wilness conlains the
proceedings of o meeting of the  Gatholics of Belle-
ville,” convened for the purpose of taking into con-
sideration the subject of a lotler which appeared ia
the Canadian &reeman, relativo to the Aylwards, and
signed an ‘*Irish Cutholie.” At that meeting docu-
ments were read, and incorporated into a resolution,
giving cxpression to the belief on the part of the
meoting, that had these papers been produced &t ihe
the trinl, the Jury would not harve found tho Ayl-
wards guilty of murder. I take the liberty of revro.
ducing these papers here in order thut the fow re-
marks I intend to make on them may appear mors

intelligible to your readers :—
“ May 20th, 1862,

gress, iu spite of the atrocies of the latter. Ta
rain have these shot in cold blood no Jess than

 This day came before mo Richard Aylward, and

Alexander, without'any ‘pfovocation on'my part ex-

cepling an attempt to shoot their hens, 'knocked mé
down, and attémpted 'to. take a gun out of my hands
with the avowed'intention of ghooting me. ~ Not sue-
ceéding in this;Alexander Munro seized n pisto] which
bad fallen from me in ibe strupgle, endeavered to
shoot me with it, in which he was abetted by the old
man. ~He further deposes that bie is in bodily fear in
consequence of threats made by the said Munroes, and
William Johnston, all of whom he wishes bound aver
to keap' the peace, Joknsion having on one occasion
threatened his life,

(Signed)
: ¢ RICHARD AYLIWARD.

% Sworn before mo this 20th day of Msy, 1862,
(Signed) .

¢ Anppew JELLy, J. PV

Anne Perria being sworn, deposed as follows :—
On Sunday the first of June, | saw Mery Aylward at
ber own house, we spoke about the death of Munra,
and ghe said she was sorry she gavo him the blow.

(Signed)
- ber
Axye M Permin,
mark. '
(Signed) A. A Yroxaxs, (Witness).

In disenssing this cage, it i3 of much importunce
to bave the opinion of tho Catholics of Belleville, as
given at this meeting fully known; for it will tend
much to assure the public that there existed no oo-
due biss against the prisoners on the part of the
Jury who tried them ; and the publication of the do-
cuments 10 the nonproduction of which at the trial
so much importance is given, must prove esceed-
ingly gratifying to the friends of the Administration
83 it shows that no evidence hag been discovered
sinee the trinl bearing upon the case, and that that
which the Catholics at that meeting supposed to be
evidence is nothing of the kind, and conld not be re-
ceived a3 evideoce at the trial. The first document
is a copy of the deposition of Aylward himself, taken
before n magistrate ujter he did the alléged act for
which ke was Lried ; Rad clearly conld not have been
received as evidence in his defence any moure than
bis declarations of iuaocence, or his own history of
the transaction to contradict the testimony of swern
witnesses that he did the mct complained of, which
was the issue to be tried by the Jury. Thenasto
Johnston * having on one occasion threateped his
life,” surely any tyro in the law knows that Agl-
ward’s statement that Johnston (n witness agaiost
Wmm) did actually threaten his life, could not be
given in evidence 1o contradict Johnston's testimony
on the charge of murder, or on the charge of an as-
sault on a third parcty. .

The second Cocument is o paper alleged to be
signed by Anre Perrin, wherein she siates that she
gaw Mrs. Aylward st her own lLonge, 2ud that Mre.
Aylward ssid she waa sorry she gave Musro the
blow. Now in- the name cof cemmon sense, how
could Mrs. Aylward's expression of sorrow to Anne
Perrin on the first of June, contradict nywitness who
stated that on n different day she said that she was

not sorry, or that she intended to cut off Munro's

bead 7 ‘The thing is absurd ; and 1 only regret that
the Cathelics at that meeting iustesd of depending
on these papers to make out a ease, did not fearlessly
rely, as they justly might bave dooe, on the facts

adduced at the wrinl o vindicate the memory of the

poor Aylwards, ard boldly to charge the Adminis-
tration with gross culpability in wot advising the
cxtleise of (Le Reyal clemency, 5o strongly recoms-
mended by the Jury, ond so €argestly prayed for by
all the lending men of Hustings with the solitary ex-

ception of the Grit M. P,
A GreEx.

We bave no hesitation in-saying that we lully
agree with the respected writer of the aborve,
with respect to the legal worthlessness of the
affidavits therein contained. As evidence which
could, or should have been adduced on the trial,
they were not worth a straw ; and we think that
the Counsel for the prisoners exercised a wise
discretion in not altempting even to lay them
before the Court. The case for the defence
was a good one without them, and would not
have been improved by the production of the
silly and irrefevant documents in question.

Tor, as on the 20th of May, the day on which
Aylward made bhis afidavit, Munro was lying
wounded on Ius death bed, it s clear that the
deponent had no cause to apprehend violence
from him whom he sought to bind over to keep
the peace ; and that, therefore, iie had some ob-
ject in view in making the smd deposition, other
than that of protecting lumsell against the vio-
lence of Munro. That object was to put on re-

cord s version of the transaction of ihe 16th; i

but, legally, tins could not have been adimtted
as evidence ; whilst morally il was as wartiiless
as the ex parte version of the smne Transaction
given by the younger Muare—than which we
Ayhsard
and Muoro were both interested parties, and
hoth thevefore, seorally, most incompetent wil-
pesses. One statement however could, legally,
be received ; whilst the other, as the stalement
of the accused person oa his ftrial, could pot be
admitted as evidence.

The pecultanity of the Ayiward case 1s this:
that only four persons, and all four interested
parties, had, or could have, any the shghtest
knowledge of the circumstances under which the
elder Munro met his death. These four persons
were the two Ayiwards, and the Lwo Muoroes ;
and the sole questions at issue are these: In
the struggle which terminated fatally tor the
elder of the latter, dul Aylward attack the two
Munroes ? or did the two Munroes attack Ayl-
ward 7 Upon these points the elder Munro pre-
served, during the ten or eleven day of his lust
iliness, a strict silence : the younger Munvo, on
the other hand, asserted that Aylward attacked
him and his fathef, thus commencing the fray ;
whilst, on the contrary, bolh the Aylwards as-
serted wilh thew dying breath, that the two
Munrces attacked Aylward, by attempting to
wrest from him the gun winch the latter had in

can conceive nothing more worthless,

bis hands, Of these two contradiciory state-

pidbable and |as the, extrinsic evidence, v in
both cases, morally ‘wortbless, ‘we have only
the intrinsic, to help us to a correct appreciation
of the respective credibility of the two conflict-
ing accounte. - '

That given by Aylward may be false, but it is
coberent and consistent throughout, and har-
momises with all the other known facts of the
case. That of the younger Muorois per se
‘highly incredible,” very incoberent and inconsist-
ent, and perfectly . irreconcilable  with other
statements by him made on the trial, It is not
probable that one man would attack two, of
whown one alone was much more than a mateh
for lum ; 1t is not probable, or consistent with
the bypotlesis of * malice prepense™ on the part
of the Ayiwards, (bat the man should have left
| his house in -company with two powerful foes
upon whom he meditated an attack, when, if so
disposed, he might have assaulted them at the
housze, and conjomntly with his wife and with
equality of numbers on his side ; and the Lypo-
thesis of Agylward ‘having been the assallant, is
irrecoyctlable with the admittad fact that it was
the Munroes who came over.to the Aylwards
for no other conceivable purpose than that of
baving a row with the lalter, or n other words

ing short their—the Munroes’—fowls.

On the other hand, it is very probable that 2o
strong men should attack, and attempt to wrest
a gun from the bands of o2¢ weak ove ; and that
they shonld do so, 15 perfectly consistent with the
reason assigned by Agylward for rushing ocut to-
wards his young wheat—viz., the design of
again shooting any fowls that might be trespass-
ing therein—a design which of course the Mua-
roes wounld be interested in {rustrating ; whilst
it is not easy to understand why Aylward, hav-
ing gone a considerable distance from his house
i company with the two Munroes, should sud-
denly, and withoul provocalion have turned
round upon them for the purpose of attacking
them. The account of the transaction given by
the Aylwards, though legally worthless, and frem
the peculiar circumstances of the case—suclh as
the absence of all disinterested witnesses— mcap-
able of legal proof, is certumly far tore proba-
ble and truth-like than that given by the younger
Munro.

The latter also tells us that Aylward suddenty
turned round, and without provoeation presented
bis gun at hum and his father with his lelt hand
—(not a very formidable mode of attack, as any
one familiar with the use of firearms will recog-
pise)— and pulled out a pistol with his right.~—
From this it is clear that Aylward, belore the
row commenced, must have been walking n
front of the Munroes, or be would not have nad
to tura round ta bring his gun to bear upon Lhe
latter. DBut no one who weditates evil against
another, 1s such a fool as to walk n frout of him
against whom he entertains a malicious ntent.—
Just as a policeman always makes bis prisoner
walk befuze, and not behiid, him—so he who
meditates violence agamst another always takes
good care to walk behind the object of his lios-
tile designs ; and the fact that the two Munroes
were bebind Aylward when the row commenced,

more than counterbalanced zny advantage which
" the possession of firearms gave to the latter.—
''We have had some little bush experiences in the
l matter ourselves ; and from these we know that
no man, meditating hostilities, would be such a
fool as to allow him, against whem lhe meditated
those hostilities, to walk befizad hun ; for by so
doing he would be giving to his intended foe alf
the advantages of posttion that the latter could
require.  This though apparently, and to per-
sons nol acquainted with the usages of bush life,
a small matter, is of importance enabling us to
test the respective credibility of the two con-
tradiclory  versions of the Aylward-Munro
tragedy. It does not of course prove the truth
of that made by the former: but it raises rea-
sonable doubts as to the truth of that of the lat-
ter ; and accordmg to the principles of British
‘_]urisprudeuc:e, the aceused on a charge of felony
{ shauld bave lhe benelit of every doubt, We
jare not calfed upon to show that the Aylwards
Pwere ionocent of deliberate and premeditaled
anurder 3 all that can be expected of usisto
show that the evidence adduced against them did
wot conclusively establish their guilt.

And this 1s the only point that we have -
tended 10 make, or have endeavored to establish.
It is not true that we have represeoted the Ayi-
wards as “ martyrs (o their religion”—as the
Witness in its issue of the 26th ult. fulsely pre-
tends ; and we have on more than one occasion
given full eredut to our Protestant {ellow-citizens
for the charitable and active exertions by them
made to avert the catastrophe of the 8th Dec.
Resperting the selection of the day—a solemn
Festival of 1the Catholic Church, and one
especially  distinguished in the ecclesiastical
calendar of the Church of England—we have
expressed a strong opinion ; but as we pretend
not to infallibility, as our opisions bave no bear-
ings upon the merits of the case—thal is to say
the guilt or nnocence of the Aylwards; and as

the justice of those opinions is impugned by the
Witness, we williogly admit that on tiws one

deposed that on Fridey last, Wm. Munro and bis son ' ments the latter is, intrusically, by far the more point we may have been in error; and that the

of ¥ gettinyg satesfactior’ out of thewm for bav-

selection of the Feast of the “Imm"ﬂcu{ute-cso:

ception of the Blessed Mother of Our Lord, 1y
the, result of an wadvertence on the part of the
Judge, who seatenced the Aylwards, and of 1y,
.Executn'e, who insisted upon that sentepce be-
ing carried into execution in all its particulars,

We have also said that the brutal ang unpre-
cedented corduct—as reported in the Belleville
Protestant journals—of the spectators of fhe
execution—therr lndeous cries to “ hurey (hep
up,” and their eagerness o feast tneir eyes upgp
the death struggles of the unhappy conviets, arg
calculated to raise suspcions that, amongst
some, there existed a prejudice agamst the
Aylwards as Papists ; but at the same tipe we
bave, i the strongest terms, repudiated aj] jy,.
lention of attributing the diabolical sentimen(q of
{he erowd around the scaffold, to any considey.
able number of our separated brethren. ‘Tjigpe
are bad and cruel man ol all denominagps,
amongst those calling themselves Catholies, 5
well as amongst Protestants ; but the theological
errors of the latter camnot prevent us from re.
cognising und cheerfully admitung the faci, thyy
the petition for mercy to the Agylwards wag
signed by cvery Protestant “to whom y g
presented,” with one solitary and painful excep-
tion. T'he rabble uround the scaffold on the gy
of December, roared and bellowed 1o « hurey
them — the victams — up 3" and amongst those
who so roared and bellowed, there were probably
many excellent voters, whose sweet votces might
decide the fate of a contested election ; but
with the exception of this rabble; and perhaps
of the wan who refused to sign the petition for
mercy, we do not think that there was a Proteyt
ant who would not gladly have hailed a }'eprieve
to the Aylwards as an act of simple justice on
the part of the Executive.

But all this has nothing to do with the ques-
tion of the guilt or nnocence of the Aylwards:
and this alone is the question which interests us,
and which bas induced us to give the tragedy
such prominence in our celuns.  "Uhis question
alone, and to the exclusien of ail side issues, we
bare endeavored to discussy and that we have
done so farrly, 1s pretty evident from this—that
neitber by the Witness, nor by any otler jouraal
in Canda, has the truth of a single one of our siste-
ments of the facts of the case been fwpugned;
aud that, though we have beeu accused of mi-
representation, and urfair pleading, no single in-
stance o eilher has been specified by any one of
our oppanents.  T'he Waguess of the 26th uit,
commnenting  upon our report of the Aylward
case, us giyen by the Globe, says that © 2t does
not contein a single new fact ;7 thus paying v
the highest compliment, by admitting that the
first statement, us oniginally given in our columns
by Sarsfield, is identical, in all substantial Jacts,
with that given subsequently by the Toronto
Globe.  Iigher compliment thus this no wan
could desirey for it is an admission by an op-
poneut that a// the facts of the case have been
correctly given from the first by the True
WirnNess.

Again, the Walness says of ouranalysis of the
evidence gven on the trial, as reported in the
Globe that :—

“ The whole pleading is of the style often vsed in
criminal courts by unscrnpuicus advoeates, whao ap-
penl more to tho national and relizious prejudices of
the jury, than to their impartial judgment ”

But as the Witness does not cile one single
word from our analysis of the evidence, does not
attempt even to indicate one inslance wlerein
we have been guilty of false logie, vicious argu-
ment, or “ appeals to national and religious preju-
dices:” and as the Witzess wonld no doubt gladly
il it coufd, convict us of error, and expose the
fallacy of our reasoniug, we are entitled 1o as-
sume that the soundness o our argunrent, and
the fawrness of our analysis of the evidence as re-
ported by the Gobe, are as unassailable, as is the
truth of the facts, or premises from which we
argued, and drew our conclusions. Again we
say to the Witness, and to all onr opponents—
“Convict us, il you can, of a single false stale:
ment of facts with regard to the row  whick
the elder Munro recerved the fatal weund, and
we will at "once retract 1, and make the neces
sary correction..  Conviet us of false oy vigiows
reasomug frem the peemises which those facts
supply, and we will act in hke wmanner. But so
long as, without cordescending to particulars,
you can deal only in vague generalities, remem-
ber that you are paying the highest comphment
in your power, to our veracity, and to the sound-
ness of our conclusions.”

Once for all we repeat, and we trust that it 13
the last time that we shall be compelled to do s0
—we assign, we attempt to assigi, no reason for
the extraordinary verdict of the yury, for the
extraordmary severity of the sentence pro-
nounced by the judge, or for the extraordinary
obduracy of the Lxecutive—an obduracy the -
more extraordinary m the case of the Aylwards,
seeing that the most detestable of all murderes—
Yankee abortionists who in the prosecution of
tseir filthy but luerative trade, destroy the life
of mother as well as of child—are invariably the
special objects of Execuuve clemency, and of
the sympathies of 1hat very Jarge section of our
Canadian press whose columns teem with abor-
tion advertisewents.”  But in our own defence,

and as a prool how false is-1he insinuation that



