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The old man ﬂtqrte4 nnd addrossed bu wouid- be off-
,.P,ms,mth the.query, .

.t J¢ 'your nume Shadrach 2'° - ‘ :

. B voice faltered, and he e 1 to be. atrugglmv wnlx
some powerful emouou.

. BwWer.
- ¢« From Drogheda?”’ asked the aenior, with mcreased

__aoxsely.

“From Droghedait is ; since the cat is letoutn the
bag;'’ repliad Shudrach.

** And the paper 2"’

* Sure { presarved it, as the parish ofﬁcers tould me,"’

. said Shudy, producing a scrap of paper from under the

lining of his hat, and prasentiog it to Mr, O’Neil.

* And have you amole on your neck?’’ asked the old
man, in the sa:me tone of eagerness.

* Sorrow a ono of your fumily would be without it, I'm
thinking;’’ replied Shadrack, while the old gentlemen,
with tcumbling bands, ascertained thut there was really a
mole, of » paculiur figurs, precisely under the left ear.

¢ Mr. Passmore,”” said o!d Mr. O'Neil, ¢ this young
man hastold you the truth;—he is my son, but I aow see
him forthe first time sioce his infuncy: My wife died
shortly after giving himn birtk; I was then in distressed

. circumstances, amd being desirous of emnigrating 1o Aweri-

ca, I wasunfeeling enoughto expose my child to become
an object of public charity. Since my fortune has itnproved,
I visited Ireland for the purposc of bringing over my

. son, but I could discover no traces of him whatever, and
. was obliged to return without baving accowplisbed my ob-
. Ject,

Iu the mean time I bud adopted my sister’s son,
whose parents were both dead, and this nephew I have
beought up as my own child, and —-."’

* A very peetty creachure he i3,” said Shady.

** And,"’ continued Mr. O'Neil, *¢ it remnived a secret
with all but bunself avd me, that he was not my owun.
And thus Mr. Passuiore, 1 have accounted for what may
havo canzed yon somne surprise.’’

s Well 8ir,” said Passmore, “and whnat is your furthes

‘pitasure in this business which has called us together ?”

* "I'hut Shadrach shall warry Miss McAllister,”’ answer-
ed O’Nail, ** for the contract requires that it shouid be my

_son, who becomes her husband ; and 1 will make a hand-

=
1

some settlement on Jacob, to atone for his disuppointment

with which attonement I hope he will be satisficd.”
Here Jucob cxpressed his acquieseence and gratitude,

‘and Shadrach cdvancing shook him cordially by the hand,

for the bone of cuntention was now removed.

s Bat probably Miss Nancy will not be pleased with the
change,'’ added old Mr. O'Neil, *¢I must make her soine
compensation by a wedding present, a setof plate, or some-

 thing of that sort, for I vrisl to give general satisfuction.’

** My dearest sir.”’ said Nancy, ** it will be my greatest
y

.- pleasure to fulfil My father’s contract in every particular.

]

: succeed inany enterprise wherein she assists him:
~ draw back much sooner in such cases.

_gencsrous zeal on behalf of their friends.
~ tonished at the cournge shown by a woman when her
_ husband whose misconduct has perhaps a thounsarnd times
j offended her, isthreatencd with imminent danger? Who
_ does notknow many instances of the most heroic devoted-

“ Well, really, I am lost in amazement at these occur-
rences ;' said Mr. Passmore.
* And soam I too, faith;’* suid Captain Shadrack O'Neil-

DEFINITION OF CHARACTER oF WoxeN.—Wo-

~ men are generally more devoted to their fricnds than men,
“‘and display an indefutigable activity in serving them.

Whoever has guined the affections of a woman, is sure to
men
Frequentiy in my
life, have I had occasionto admire in females the most
Who is not as-

ness on the part of the sex? A woman spares no effort to
. serve her friend. Whenit is a question of saving her
l)rother, her husbund, her fither, sho penctrates into
. prisons—she throws herself at the feet of her sovereign.

0 ,Sneh are the women of our Jduys, and suchihas history re-

pfuented those of antiquity. Ilappy, Irepeat, is hv who
R TTY women for 8 Giend !-—Gall.
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Liglit oit- her sdnn) Drow there fell *
A moonbeam soft and pale,
While lier pure bosom’s gf-mle swell
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Round licr white neck in clusters wrealhed
Waved her dark ghining hair,

As low she kuelt, and humbly breathed
A deep and fervent prayer.

She bowed not at an earthly shrine,
FFashioned by human sklll

Where rich and lofty straing divine
From harp and voices thrill :

Brwhtly her youthful heart above
‘T'he gleaming soft stars shone,

As to each wild wind in that grove
Her soul gave back a tone.

She clasped her hands o’er her bosom fair,
And [ saw her red lips part,
And the sweet burden of her prayer
Gushed from her guiletess heart;
She spoke of love aud the quick tears came
To mnine cye, ’till its glance grew dim,
For she breathed a blessing on sume loved name,
- And I knew that’she pra yed for bim.

1 saw to her check a deep blush spring
As she gazed on alock of bair,

And the brilliant gems of a sparkling ring—
The gifts that he gave her there :

On these small tokens she dreamed by nighs,
Aund mused ou them day by day ;

With a glance, and a smile, and gifts thus slight.
t1e had stolen brer Lieart away.

I saw no more but murmured soft,
Muiden, I pity thee!

For the hearts of the fondest change full oft—
Would that thine own were (roe ; ;

*Tis sweet when around two hearts is wove

Affecdon’s silken chain,

Batoh ! ’tis a fearful thiag to love

If we are not Joved agam.

AMELIA.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF' LITERATURE BY THE STATE.
From Lord M’ .on’s History of England.

During thz reigns of Wiliam, of Anne, and of George
!i'l 1721, when Waipoic bocame prime mioister, the
Whigs and Tories vied with each other in the eacourage-
ment of learned :nd literary men. Whenever a writer
showed signs of genius, either party to which his principles
might incline him was eager to hail him as a friend. The
most distinguished society, and the most fuvourable op-
portunities, were tirowa open to him. Places and pen-
sions wer2 showered down in lavish piofusion; those whe
wished only to pursue their studies had the means atlord-
cd them for learned leisure, while more ambitious spirits
were pushed forward in parliament, or in diplomacy. In
short, though the sovereign was never an Augustus, al-
most every minister was a Macenas. Newton became
master of the mint; Locke was a commissioner of appeals;
Steele” wasa commissioner of stamps; Stepney, Prior,
and Gay were employed in lacrative and linportaut em-
bassies. It was a slight picce of humour at his oaset, and
at hi: intred iction---the *¢ City and Country Mouse’’-—
that brought forth a mourtain of honours to Montague,
afterwards Earl of Halifux, and first Lord of the treasury.
When Paranell first came to court, Lord Treasurer Oxford
passed through tha crowd of nobles, leaving them all un-
noticed, togreet and welcome the poet. “ Ivalue mwy-
self,’” says Swilt, ¢ upon making the ministry desire to be
acquainted with Parnell,and not Parnell with the ministry.”’
Swift hirnself became dean ot” St. Patrick’s, and, but for
the queen’s dislike, would have been bishop of Hereford.
Pope, as a Roman Catholic, was debarred from all places of
honour or emolument; yet secretary Craggs offered him a
pension of three hundred pounds a-y ear, ‘not to be known
by the public, and to be paid from the secret service mo-
ney. In 1714, General Stanhope carried a bill, providing
a most liberal reward for the discovery of the longitude,
Addison became sccretary of state.” Tickell was secretary
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in Ireloud. Severa! rich sinecures were bestowed on

I S

Congreve nnd Rovﬁe, on; I-]‘nghep and %Ambrqm Phllips;

| Looking to_those .times, and compgxrmg them;rwith. oure;:

‘we shall find tl)at this systemn of mumﬁcent patro;lxge has -

- | never been rewved 1ts place has, however, 'ln gome de—
-|gree, been: supp!xed bv,:he .large mcl:eaan nf.au-nnplnm .aml
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the -higher . price of books,. and,. -consequently,; ‘the far

P

superior value of literary: labour.. A popalar, Myiter may*
now receive a liberal mqomeuom the sale.of his vygﬂug,

{and, according to the, common, phrase, needa 1o} othgr

-

patron than the publige’ It is often boasted,, that the latter ;

state of things far exceedsthe formern mdependence yet;
however plaus.ole this assemon, it is not altogether con-
firmed by a closer survey.. I cannot ﬂnd that, the obJect‘i
of such splendid patronage were at all humbled byh geceivs |
ing it, or considered themselve, in the sllghtesmdegree,
as political or private bondsmen. I cannot find that{ Swift
or Prior, forexample, mixed m'l\ the great on any other
footing than that of -equal fammamy and. fnendahlp, or -
paid any submissive homage to Lord Treasure1 Oxford or
Secretary St. Jobn. In Bourﬂbroke g ¢ Correspondence
we may still read the private notes.of Mat to Harry, »and
of Harry to Mat. The old system of patronnve in
literatare was, 1 concexve, like the old system of patron—
age in parliament. Some powerful noblemau, thh large
burgage tenures in his he 1ds, was enabled to place in the
of promising abilities. That 5) stem, whcther for good or
forevil, endured tiil the Reform Bill in 1832 B\ft, 'what-
:ver difference of opinion may exist concemmg it; there’
is one point which will be admitted by all those who have
observed its inward working—although we ‘ofteri licar tbe
contrary roared forth by those who never saw it nearer
than from the strangers’ gallery—that a mhan brought into
parliament from his talents felt no humiliating dependence
on him by whose interest he was elected—no suth de-
pendence, for example, as wounld be imposed among
gentlemen'by what scemsa far less favour, a- gift'of fity
pounds. The two partiesmet on eqnalterms of friend-
ship. It wasthought as desirible for the one, that his
principles should be ably supported, as for the dther, that
he should sitin the House of Commons. Thus, likewises
inliterary patronage, when Oxford made Swifta dean, or
Bolingbroke made Prior an ambassador, it was cousnder-
ed no badge of dependence or painful inferiority. - It wae,
of course, desirable for Swiit to risein the ehurch, and
for Pricr to risc in the state; but it was also- desirable for
the adiziniztration to secure the assistanee of an elogqent
writer, and of a skiiful diplomatist. It may, moreover,
be observed, that literary profits do not -in' all r_es;lects
supply the place of literary patronage. First, _there are
several studies, such.as many branches of science .er
antiguities, which are highly deserving of encourage-
:ment, but not generally popular, and therefore -pot
productive of emolument. In these cases, the liberality
of the government might sometimes usefully atone-, for the
indifference of the public. But even with the most po-
pular authors, the neccessity of looking to their literary.
lubours for their daily bread, has not unfrequently_an
unfivourable effect upon the former. It may compel or
at least induce, them to over-write themsclves, to pour
forth hasty and immature productions; to keep, at.all
hazards, their names before the - public. How seldom can
they admit intervzls of leisure, or allow their mmds to lie
fallow fora seascn, in order to bear hereafter alarger and
a better harvest! In like manner, they must mmlster to
the taste of the public, whatever that taste might be, . end
sometimes have to sacrifice their own ideas of be.anty,
and aspirations of fame. These are unaou bied. evils,"not
merely to them, but to us; and as andonbtedly are they
guarded against whenever a ﬁ.xed and competent prov;mon
can be cranted to genius. I am therefore clearly of. . @pi-
nion, that any minister who might have the ‘noble am-
bition to become the patron of literary men, would stilp
find a large field open to his mumﬁcence' that his inter-
course wlth them on the footing of equal fnendslrﬁz wQuld
be a deserved distinction to them, and a hberal reereanon
to himself; that his favoars might be employed wntli greut

advantage, and recexved with perfect mdependencc,“,



