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COMME NTS ONV THE CAR TOONvS.
"JusTicE"-A FARCE. - Ac-

cepting in good faith Sir John
Thompsan's announcement that
a prompt and fair investigation

*would be made into any charges
of baodling brought against any
member of the House or Govern-
ment, Mr. Edgar, M.P., from,
hiq place -in .Parliament pre-
sented an indictment against
Sir Adolphe P. Caron, as fol-
laws :

i. That since 1882 the Lak e St. John
Railw4Y COMPRnY haS receivCd more

than $r,ooo,aoo in banuses from the Dominion.
z. That these bonuses Were handed over to a construction com-

pany, whieh built the road.
3. Thit Sir Adolphe Caron was a member of that construction

company.
4. That Sir Adolphe Caron corruptly received large sums of

money out of the subsidies.
5. That large suins were paid out of the subsiclies for election

Eroses with the knowledge of Sir Adolphe Caron and other mcm-
ers of the Government.

6. That the Temiscouata Railway Comspany bas, since 1885, re-
ceived Dominion subsidies ta the extent Of $649, 200.

7. Tbat Sir Adalphe Caron carruptly rectived large sums of
money out of those subsidies.

8. That large sums were paid out of those subsidies for election

exjlenses with the know.ledge of Sir Adolphe Caron and of other

9. That the surus so cantributed amaunted ta more than $zoo,-
oôô, and wcere expended -in twcnty-two caunities and ridings in
Quebec, wýhich are named.

Instead af.redeeming bis pledge, Sir John Thompson
first tried ta have these charges îgnared altogether, on the
ground that they were "lnat sufficiently specific." Pres-
sure having been brought to bear upan him, however, be.
subsequently cansenited ta an investigation, but only

-z.. .after the accomplishment of certain preliminaries. The
charges as laid were " «revised," so as' ta make themn
Ilspecific,» by the colleagues of the -accused-7or practi-
cally by the accused himself, and, -as a resuit of the revi-

sion, charges two and three were entirely omitted, and
thse others so modified, cantorted and înanîpulated that
Edgar says he does nat; recognize the charges as bis at
ail, and that the evidence in bis possession does nat
apply ta them. Nat satisfied with this outrage-which
is probably without a parallel in parliamentary histary-
Thompson went further, and insisted that thse investiga-
tion shauld be before a " royal commission "-cnsisting
in effiect af himself and Sir A. P. Caron, no doubt-in-
stead af befare a Parliamnentary Cammittee, though
Laurier offered ta accept a committee af nine Tories and
one Grit. These are the plain and undisputed facts of
thse case, and we havé endeavored ta set them forth in
pictarial form. The scene ini court is one wbich suggests
the topsy turvy imagination af W. S. Gilbert, and yet it
is natbing more than a literai representation of thse facts.
It is anly necessary ta add, as a culminating bumiliatiorl,
that the Conservative members of tbe House, without a
dissenting voice, vated in favor ai the carrying out ai this
piece oi law.cunning.

THsE INITIAL DIFFICULTY. - Thé speech recently
delivered hy tise Marquis ai Salisbury before the IlGrand
Habitation af Primrose Dames," seemns ta have praduced
a remarkable sensation throughout Great Britair,. He
said in effect that Ulster would be justified in affering
armed resistance ta the grantîng af Home Rule for Ire-
land, because Home Rule unquestionably means Rame
Rule. This is no new argument but in view of thse
,approach ai the general élection and the probable
accession ta power ai Gladstone, it bas' suddenly ac-
quired new le and force. Manifestly there is trouble
abead. Thse Home Rulers, iter generations .of effort,
see the prize within their 'grasp, and they are nat likely
ta submit ta its being snatched away at the la >st marnent ;
but, on the ather hand, there can be na daubt that thse
Ulster men and their sympathisers (about 40 per cent. ai
the population ai Ireland) are prepared ta fight in defence
ai their liberties. We sbould say everything depends
upon the nature ai Gladstones bill. If it grants the
Irish Parliament jurisdiction only aver local domestic
affairs, without fiscal or military powers, we scarcely sec
why it sbauld s0 greatly disturb the Protestant element.
But U[ster is a taugli customer ta argue with.

T HEdiffrene bewee extemepoverty and great

day, said Senator Boulton, in a debate in the Upper
Chaniber. "«Thse happiest and best state that a country
can attain," he went on, 'l is where thse wealth af thse
cammunity is as equitably and evenly distributed as pos-
sible, and that is accoiplished by not permitting indi-
viduals ta extract by législation mare" ,than a legitimate
share ai the earnings ai the public."

S ENATOR BOULTON is nsaking -gaad pragress ta-
ward thse full day-light ai political ecanomy, baving

got quite aut of thse bqgs and iags -pf Protectianis m." But
hie will have ta think this sentencè- av&r again. Wby
should individuals be permitted undler any circumstances
ta extract by législation any portion af thse earnings Of
tAejoublic ? Isn't this legalized.- rol3bery ? And if7 sa,
haw can -there be such a thing as a 1egitirnate s/tare ai the
plunder ?

1F~ the peaple ai Can.ada have.not lost all the-virtues ai
Stheir British lineage they, will let this preciaus Gov-

ernmetit at Ottawa hear *iram themt pretty soon.


