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COMMEIN2S ON THE CAR'O OMVS.
AN URGENT CATL-

The Globe intimates that
* the rurnors of Mr. Edward
* Blakes probable return to

public life at an early date
S are without foundation.

Thn a o inspir atin
e; The aou l neiatent a

about it, and is calculated
0 te Il'cast a gloorn over the

country." The desire to
sec our great commoner
once more at the front,

S and especially in the
capacity of an independent,
is streng througbout the

country, and bas been voiced by many of the public
journals. Among others, the Montreal Wiiness, which
speaks for a large and intelligent constîtuency, earnestly
presses the inatter upon Mr. Blake's consideration.
If the G/obe's announcement is made by the special
authorization of Mr. Blake, we hope be will shortly sec
his way to a reversai of bis present determination. We
know of no sufficient reasen why a man endewed as
Mr. Blakre is, and (according te those whd know him
weIl) full of ambition for a public career, should decide
to retire at bis comparatively early age and in possession
of good healtb, as we are glad te hear the honorable
gentleman now is. If ever a man's country called for
himt in loud, eamest and unmistakeable terrns, Canada
calls for Edward Blakre at the present moment.

FAITH OR SlGw.-Sir John Thompson expressed his
astonishment, in the debate on the address, that the
.leader cf the Opposition doubted the staternent in the

- Spech from the Tbrone, that the Dominion is just now
enjoying prosperity. Stili, the subject is one upon which
Sir John should net dogînatize. He bas, perhaps, read
the story cf the Chameleon, which goes to, illustrate the
mysteries of vision, and he mnay recall the moral attached :

Admit the fact, whate'er your view,
That others see as well as you;
Nor wondcr if you find that none
Prefers your. cycsight to bis own.

Mr. Laurier says he flot only fails to sec any signs of
prosperity, but on the - contrary, the census returns-a
stubborn array of facts placed before him by the Govern-
ment itself,-tells an exactly opposite story. Sir John,
no doubt, in turn, sees everything through the rosy
medium of office, and we may easily. believe the vision
is lovely. So far as we have as yet learned, tbere bas
really been ne great distress among that class cf our
population known as -Cabinet Ministers.

EW will venture te charge Mr. John
Hallamn with entertaining any feeling
toward the Toronto Public Library but
that of the affection of a father. toward
his first born. Se when thec worthy
alderman feels called upen to, pretest
against the too iavish expenditure of the
Library Board, it cannot be supposed
that he bas any wish te, impair the
effbciency of the institution. Mr. Hallam
bas advised the council te apply te the
Legisiation for power te restrict the ex-
penditure of the Beard te ene-quarter of

a miii on the dollar of the cîty taxation, and he further
suggests that the Libraries Act be amended, se far as the
Toronto lîbrary is concerned, by clauses prohibiting the
Board from indulging in expenditure for alterations of
the building, etc., without consent of the City Council.
The step is certainly called for, as.our library managers
seem prone te extravagance. The expenditure for 1891
was rather startling, but tbey propose te surpass it by a
considerable amount this year. Mr. Hallam's suggestion
that the library estimates, giving full particulars of the
contemplated expenditures, should be submitted te the
Council net later than Marclh ist each year, is marked
by John's custemary geed sense.

EX-MAYOR CLARKE is te be presented witb the
civic chair which h oably occupied fer four con-

secutive termns. The piece of furniture is te be handed
te him, net se rnucb for its intrinsic value as fromn its
sacred associations in bis mind-and hecause it is pretty
well used up, anyway. Aid. Leslie. the eriginater of this
sentimental idea, rather put bis toot in it when he under-
took te back up bis.motion with a speech. Il We have a
new, dlean mayor,> said he, Iland he ougbt te bave a
new, clean chair." His complimentary rererences te Mr.
Clarke, as a chief magistrate, could bardly overceme the
unintentional. nastiness of the. inférence te, be drawn from
such a sentence as this. The idea, per se, is a goed and
graceful ene, and ne deubt Mr. Clarkre will appreciate
the present. He mnay find a difficulty, bowever, in
providing house-room for tbe white elephanf, and in that
case he can get sterage fer it in the newlibrary museum.

(VER which proposed institution, by the way, there is
'J sorne kicking. The intention seems te be to make

it-a regular Musee show containing ail sorts of odds and
ends, many of. which sirnply pander te a merbid curiesity.
This sert ef thing might very well be left te the-profes-
sional shewmen, and the space at the disposaI of the Lib-
rary Board filled with ebjects having some bearing on the
history or geelogy ef the country-something in other


