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here recoived the impression which led to his
underiaking the missionary work associated
with his name, it was thought fitting to placo a
record of his association with St. Thomus in the
parish church, This tablet of ornamentnl brass,
mounted on a slab of dove-coloured marble, ia
the work of M=, A, Angel, of Fxeter, [t has
been fixed on the wall of the south transept, and
hears the following inecription :—

To tho memory
of

The Right Reverond Jony Ionpen, D.D.,
A nutive of Exeler, and for some yearsa
toscher in.

St. Thomas Sunday School,

Iie was & missiopary in Rupert’s Lund for 42
yoars,
Became Bishop of Moosonee in 1872,
And dioed at Moose IFort, January 12th, 1803,
“Brothren, by Love serve ono Another,”

TR CHURCH CATECHISM AS A BASIS
OF DOCTRINAL TEACITING,

(By Rev. Canon 0" Meara, of Winnipey.)

(CoNnriNuED.)

Neither the time nor the ocension demands
from mo a furthor trentmont of the subject maf-
ter of the Creod. ILet me indicate another
point connocted with the order in which the
Church presonts hor tenching, Wo hear o good
doal in those duys in disparagomont of doctrine.
“ Not cereods but conduclk; not doctrines but
duties.” Such, in some quarters, seoms to be
tho clamorous demand of modorn thought, To
some, creods and doctrines seem to bo the worn-
out germonts handed down to us from u by-
gone and scholastic ago.  (turmonts with which
the riper culture and moro practical spirit of
tho presont day can casily disponse.  Not so
thinks the Church—for in the catechism we
have doctrinos first, then life; first tho creed,
and then the Commandments: first faith, and
then obedionce. And ns tho Church, so ulvo
the Word of God. Notice ull St, Paul's Epistles,
Paunl was an intensely practical man, and yetin
ovory cuse tho tirst part of hiy Epistlo is an ox-
Eonition of Christian doctrine , the lust part the

nilding on that doctrine, the superstructure of
a consecrated Christian life.  And, after oll, as
o mattor of fuct and oxperienco, is it not the
doctrine of tho croed, the belief'in (rod ax our
Father and Christ as our Saviour, and the lloly
Ghost us our soluce and strongth; is it nol just
tho. persoual faith in the presonce and the power
of the Triune Johovuh that makes possiblo at
all the vietory over sin and the up-growth and
out growth of’ tho spiritual lito of God’s believ-
ing peoplo. And ugain I notice thut the Church
does not at all shrink from introducing the
child to the creed as o seot nnd foundated opi
tome of Christinn fuith, And hore lot me say
that it is at its poril that any Christian body
whatover lots go of creeds. The creeds of the
Church bused us thoy are in theirvvery line on
sure warranty of Holy Writ; tho riponed pro-
duct of the clonrest Christian thought; brief
but prognant opitomos of God’s etornal and
changeloss truth; crystallizing into outward
oxprossion and dofinite form tho great cardinal
Dboliofs of all the conturies ; anchors of the fuith,
to whish our clergy and poople may securely
moor thoir thought, so that amid tho tossing
waves of doubt and tho shifting curronts of
ovor-chunging popular opinion, though they
may swing round thom, heading now in one
diroction of opinion, and now in anothor, they
oun never swing utterly away from them with-
out a wronch ot thought which will force in-
tonse reflootion, eareful enquiry, rigid solf-ox-
amination, and therefore make probable their

return to the truth of the Catholic Faith. Lot
the Christian Church in each and every branch
keep closely to its Creeds; let it fling them
forth triumphantly before a doubting world ;
fling thom forth as bauners round which those
who love the Lord Jesus Christ and worship
Him as God and King may rally increasingly
o fight with closed ranks the age-long war
agreinst the forces of unbelief and sin,

Puss we now from creed to conduct and under
the wise guiding of the Catechizm, follow the
child as he is bidden to repeat the Ten Com-
mandmonts, And here again the very order is
full of tenching. Iaith is the foundation of the
Christian Jife, but it is not the superstructure,
In the teaching of Scripture, and because of
Seripture therefore of our Church, Christianity
is not & doctrine, but a life; and only a doc-
trine that it may become a life. We do not
work in order that we may be justified ; but
we are justified in order that we muy work,

“This iy the will of God, even your sanctiti-
cution.” ¢ Prodostinated to be conformed to
the very image of God's dear Son,” “Ilercin
is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit.”
Faith is but 2 means to an end, and that end is
a life of increasing union with Christ and of
more and more perfect obedience to the Father's
will.  Here we seo our Church to be as fur re-
moved from Antinomianism on the one hiand as
she is from Pelagianism on the other., Passing
Ly the abundant opportunities attorded by the
recital of the Ten Commandments for entorcing
them as practical precopts operative in the
daily life and oxperionce of the child, and just
suggesting tho wisdom of establishing in the
child's mind & very close connection between
the urticles of the Creed which it has just pro-
fessed, and the Ten Commuandments, which it
is now culled upor to obey, I shall pass on to
notice ono most valuable feature in the compen-
dium and interpretation of the Commindments,
with whicl their statement is followed. Notice
now, in the case of both the first and second
tublos, the ehild is taught Lo read the mandates
of tho Old Testament by the larger and more
loving messuge of the New, and shown, as the
outeome of cach, the duty of love to God, and
therefore of love to man, And thus trom the
answer of the child in the Catechism we cateh
tho echo of tho pregnant words of St. Paul:
“ Lovo is the fullilling of the law.”  Love with
its holy fires welding into a complete whole of
consecrated obedience the varied enactments of
the Deealogue; Jove carrying the law ns the
wings corry the bird, and lifting it from the
low lovel of a hard legality to the lofticr heighty
of joyful service; love to Gud and love to man
uniting and fultilling itself in the heart’s loving
surrender to Jesus Christ, the God-Man, as its
Master, its Saviour and its Lord.

Notice finally how utterly the child is cast,
for strength to lead the life of faith and obe-
dienco, on the grace of the Divine Spirit, sought
and found by the provailing power of prayer.
“ My good child know this that thou art not
uble to do these things of thyself, nor to walkin
the Commandments of God and to serve lim
without His specinl Grace which thon must
learn to call for at all times by diligent prayer,”
Waat an opportunity does this question put
into the hands of the faithful teacher to point
tho child to the strong for strength and to un-
fold 1o it the inestimablo blessing procured by
fervent and belioving prayer.

Leould wish that tho spuace at my disposal
allowed mo to enter into a discussion of the
terse, seriptural, and moderate teaching ot our
Church in regurd to tho Sacraments, bue 1 find
that I must haston on to the reasons why the
Cntechism should receive even an increasing at-
tention in our Sunday schools.

The whole tenor of the paper has, I hope, of-
fered one reason why the Catechism should not
only find a piace in the teaching of our Sunday
schools, but should torm the very back-bono of
our system of instruction, 1f it is of the very

first necessily (as wus so well remarked by Mr.
McMorine and Mr, Mulock on Monday night)
that the child should learn above all else the
essentials of Christian Faith, the maln outlines
of God’s plan of salvation, and the first prin-
ciples of Christian life and privilege, where cun
we find such an epitome of Christian trath as
in the Catechism of our Church? And notice
that here, as all through her services and her
teachings, our Church gives us Chrisrian truth
in its proper measure and relation. Limited us
to our range of vision, we are very apt in our
teaching and thinking to propound certain pet
doetrines, and so to develop what I may call o
lop-sided theology in our views of Christian
truth, Aguinst this well-known fruit of human
weakness our Church well and tersely guards
in her Catechism.  And not only there, but all
through she hesitates not to declare unto her
people the whole counsel of God. In the well-
ordered entirety of her system of lessons, and
also of the Epistles and Gospels, and also by her
rownd of fusts and festivals, sho presents in due
order and relation the whole body of Christian
doctrine as a splendid and complete summary
of Christian truth; therelore I would press the
supreme vilue of the Catechism upon the
thought wnd uttention of our teachers,

I would press the importance of its being
tauzht also from the fact that it is the Chures
Cateehism, 1 wish very distinelly to announce
and emphasize my growing sense of the su-
yreme necessity of bringing up our children to
e loyal sons and danghters of the grand old
Mother Church of England. While I would not
in the slightest degree narvow their sympathies
for direct work, wherever or by whomsoever
that worl is being faithfully done, I still hold
strongly the value of impressing on them in
very curly years the privilege that God hus
given themin being born sons und daughters of
the Church of Eugland, T beliove that the am-
orphous, jelly-tish kind of instruction which
leads a child to fancy il makes no matter to

.what denomination it may belong is most harm-

ful, and leaves tho youny soul afloat, likea drift-
ing ship, on an uncertain and changetul sey,
tossed hither by every passing breeze of uny or
every varying current of popular opinion till at
last “perhups the young life is shipwreckod
altogether.  Increasingly do I believe that the
Church of England rightly understood and
rightly worked affords means of grace and op-
portunities for deepening spirituality and
widening usefulness und power furnished by no
other Christian Church or organization on the
face of the globe. Increasingly do I realize the
vitlue of the maxim of the great, good Bishop
Whipple, given to me when a very young cler-
gyman, My young friend,” he said, ** preach
the Gospel and work the Church,” and this
deepening conviction of mine as to the value of
the Church of England I would like to see im-
pressed with deepening power on the minds of
the children that are rising up around us.

To ull Sunday school workers in our Church
I would say then, “Teach the Church Cate-
chism ; teach it rogularly ; teach it earnestly;
teach it in constant roference to Holy Scrip-
ture; teach it so that it shall become, not a
form, but « living power in the heurts and lives
of your scholars.” And thus taught it shall
have a force reaching far beyond what you can
ever know. It may seem sometimes a dull and
a fruitless thing to print on these young minds
the words and the teaching of * The Creod, the
Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments,”
but by God's blessing and in God's providence
these may become ofincaleulable value to those
to whom youteach them. Toone, almost over-
whelmed in some maelstrom of doubt, the un-
questioning and triumphant I believe” of his
carly teaching may come as the hand of Divine
deliverance litting his sinking feet to the un-
shaken rock of the Church’s eternal Faith; to
another, battling as for life in some great crisis
of temptation the uncompromising mandates of



