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THYE INNER CALM.
Calm me, my Lion, and keep me ealoe,
While theee hot Lrpezes blow
o like the night dew’s ~ooliug bahe
Upen earth s fevered brow,

+alm me, my Gou, and keep e ealay,
Suft resting on Thy breast ;

Noothe me with holy hymmand palu,
Aud Lid sy spirit pesl.

i'ulm e, my Gob, sud keep me calin,
1.0t T'uina outstrelehing wing

e tike the shade of Elim's pnln
Beniide tha dewnrt spring.

Yea, keep me culin, tho' loud and mui-
‘I'he nonnds my ears that greet ;
Ualm in tho closet's wolitude,
Calm in the bustling strect.

(*alm in the hour of buoyant heslth,
Oalm iy my hour of pain,

Calm inwy poverty or wealth,
Calm in iy loss or gain,

Calm in the sufferunce of wrong,
Like Him wno bore my shame,

Culm "mid the threatening, taunting thie.,..
Who hate 'Chy holy name,

Caln: whan the great worlit's news with jowes
My lixtaoing gpirit stir,

Let not the tidings of the hour
1'or find too fond an enr

_ U'nlm as the ray of »un or nta
W hieh storms asseil in vain,

Moving unrufled through earth’s was
The eternal ealm to gain !
- -fei Ho Breany,
e e e Al W @ - oo e
UNOT MY WAYY
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In Stephen Ruy John had found one who scein-
ed peculiarly adapted to he his coufidant, lus
{riend and guide, one who could net only cuter to
the full into the pl ns and purposes of his life, hut
could practically help him in carrying thew out,
apd atimulate him to yet nohler endeavours. for it
was impossible to be associated with this man
without being influenced by him : his imprese was
folt more or less distinetly on all with whom he
wan connocted. Syhil gladly and eagerly leut her
aid in any schieme in which she eould be made
useful, and as Stephen Lay amilingly agsuved her,
there was no limit to her nsefnlness.  The ‘Coomby
people who lad remained an encomfortable pro-
blem even during the incambency of Hoob Bay-
rington and in the lite of the Iate Squie, weee
hoth for John and Mr. Kay ine = oF poentiar
anxiety and intereat.  The Coomh’ was 2 valiey or
ravine which ran like @ Jdeep furvow slang one ex-
tremity of the upland where it Dordered upoun the
adjoining estate : u brawling strean. Jordered hy

stunted alders, ran down it, forminyg at the end of |

the slope 2 little lake or tavn, snrvcunded by steep
banks likewise {ringed witl: alder
whole length of this little valles, frone the s he-
low to where the stream broke frow menz + group
of racks at its head, were rude cottsies huilt
chiefly from the debris of these vocks, plastered
with mud and thatched with straw or reeds, Most
of them possessed what, by courleny, might he
termed a garden, vensisiing of a lttle pateh of po-
tatoes or surnips, and a row of Hollyhocks. The
inhabitants of thess primitive dweilings were a
atalwart race of strangely clad people who might
readily have been taken for Gypsies, and amongst
whbom, doubtless, some really belonged to that mys-
terious folk, but whose origin could in’ mwost in-
stances have been traced to the surrcunding coun-
tics. As John had told Mr. Iay, when the subject
had first been mentioned Letween them. these
‘Coomb’ people were squatters: thore than a gene-
ration ago they had acttled in this little forssken
corner whick ar that time wasz cousidered as no-
body’s property, but which Squire Carruthers, on
closely examining the records of the estate, found
to be within its bounderies.

Arahe end Bohemians in their tendencies, poach-

Regrbtered the

ers by profession,persistently violating the gamelaws
and displaying the cunning of savages in eluding
them, ns museular as reekless in their appearance,the
“Coumb' 1olk were eertainly on ingredient which
would eausc porplexity in any otherwise well-or-
dercd parish, and that Stephen Ray was suceessiul
in estabtishing a Iviendly relativn with them might
well be considered as a test of his ability in deal-
with human nature  “The ‘Coomb’ represents the
hoight of wy ambition,” he said, one day to Sybil,
while discussing his project of a schoek ] am so
miteh older than your brother, and have necessarily
had so much more paindu} experience of humanity
than he, that it would be quite unfair 1o him were
he Joft to grapple with this business as it stands,
but [ waut to leave it in a manageable state for
him, aud he, with his young energies and his warm

b
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hieart, will be able to carry out all, and move than |

all that 1 in the long run couid accomplisl.

“(), Mr. Ruy,” replied Sybil fervenuiy, I want
him to he all that you are—all that my [ailer was!
—and | believe, | do indead helieve, that Le will
he”  “And I want bLim 1o be, vh, so much better

than Steplen Ruy,” he said, with a deejs reality
whieh tunehed Sybil o the hesrt—>Ts hax betier
gifts tu bring to the duster’s service, youth,

strengili, eomeliness, o theusand gifts 10 win men's
haarts tor Himw.”

in their elose triendship with Mr Bay, John
and Sybhil yound onother bond of union ; le scem-
el the means of the good in each more
appavent to the sther,  Svhil had beeoine #o inter-
voven with John'« Jife that it was Dmpossible to
hini to imagine what life wonld Le without her,

fand vet he had deterved spenking the words which

might bind her to him forever. It may have heeu

in part, because Sybil's mapner towards bim Il ]

of lute sequired a toueh of reserve which Jobm. in
the sell-depreciation of his great love, misinierpre-
ted, he dreaded Dbeing prewnture in Lis avowal,
and risking & change in their present relation to
cacli other, which was the seurce of =0 much bap
piuess fo him,

Crarrer V1L

Iy waz. as be bimself said, o ved-letrer day in
Stephen Ray's Jife, no less than in that of John
Carruthers and Syhil, when the Httle zchoul-house,
which was ulso ¢ serve the purpeses of a mission
chapel for the *Cocmb,” was complated.  Whether
these Ishimaelites realized the taet or not, the erec-
tion of the Httde hoilding meant no less than the
tnirednetion among  them of an intluence which
was gradually to clhiange rheir whole existence

H?lgh Sarringion, with ol his gOu(ln:‘«_. fiad Tailed

in his endeavous to drw them imo the Church,
Lut My, Ray had bolderand more aggressive ideas
ard was not a0 ensily hatited. The Churell wust
day hodd vpon thent Gendy and warily, but net
thin dess fanly, she must elaim and keep themn.
There was something about the yude independence

of these people that irresistibly attracted Stephen

Ray, just as his artistic sense delighted in their
fine physiane and their bold, landsome faces.

And they recognizing instinetively the indomitable
spirit animating the slender framoe and worn face

. accorded hiw from the first an
dmiration and respect. I gowld break
un wi' on- hand,” said hig Ben o his neighbour,
wiley Tow, (a well-earned apd coveted ttle), ~and
w comnes minonyg ws here as {1 we wos his ¢hitdren”

ol the pew pry
vnwilling

When the toundation of the Httde sehool-house
was heing dug the eperations were watched witl |

profound suspicien, and threats deep, if not lowd,
were uttered by the “Cuml” folk. The place
selected was about ten minutes’ wilk from the

hend of the ravine, on a rising gronnd, not far
from the group of rocks of which we have apoken, -
and which would supply the buiiding waterial.
So formidable was the repuiations of 1he “Coomh?
folk that it had mot been i cnzy matter to get .

men from the village to nudertike the work, snd

had it pot been {fur the Souire neue wond have '

been wilding to doso. Wi b £ ions v
being laid in order, the parson himst acting os
overseer, one of a pietur v, buw thresienng
looking kuot of men, who i ° '
watching proceedings from rive cdge of <l 1
came forward and laid his hecvy hand on Stevhon

Ray's arm. “What be the merning ot this here,
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passon ¥’ he asked, looking round at the workmen

with an angry scowl; “what be thes. fellowe. s
; diggin’ and a buildin’ alongside of us? 1t ain'i ne
i sort of place for what you eall decens, respectabls
i folks 10 Jive. We don’t want none sich. And if
the Squire be thivking of setting & keeper to spr
L out our ways, let him look out for his keeper, ]

! say. He'll be sorry that ever he set foot nigh the
“Coomp.”  Stephen Ray looked atraight into the

;speaker's face, and in his own there was e curious
‘mixed expression of kindness and sorrow and
| amusement.  “Come this way, Ben, and I'il tel!
i you sl about it,” he said, laving his bLand in turn
"upon the motley sleove of the giant; “come a little
apart from your friends, too, and listen to me. In
the first place, he went on, when they were out ot
ear-shot of the others, “although we have nut
known each other long, I think that you trust me,
and believe that I am your friend.,” Big Ben
having by ¢ grunt given assent to this, My Ray
went on: “If | am your friend then I must wisl.
to see you happy, and certainly would not join i
any jdot or plan agairst your happiness, even sup-
pusing the Squire, who is quite as much your
{riend as L am, were to makeone.  Now Iselemnly
assure you that the work those men are about is
one in which 1 am interested heart and soul,
because I irmly believe it will add more than you
can at all understand o your happiness. It is in
great messure my plan, though without the Squire’-
help I eould never have carried it out, and 1 have
not spoken to you of it, because it is not my way
1 speak of plans until they are likely to become
realities.”  And now Mr. Hay began to unfold his
project, sure that in the e¢nd he would make n
couvert of big Ben, zo0 far at least as the school
was concerned, fur the soft spot in the great burly
i fellow's nasure was his affection for his little ones.
Pindeed the ‘Coomd’ dolk generally, with all their
gricvous shortcomings, were not deficient in
family affection,
To ke continned.)
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THEI CONVLERSION OF ST. PAUL.

WiiLE not more ancient than the 10th or !2th
| century, the Festival of the conversion of St. Paul
imny werl be celebrated hy the Christian world.
| He wag the Apostle of the Gentiles, and nobly did
vhe preach Christ, but his work, great as it was,
“cannot fur 2 mciuent be compared with the vast in-
; Huence which hia writings Lave exercised upou
Pevery age rince he hived.  How many havo beex
raroused to tlight the good fight of fuith,” and to
suiler for the iruth's suke, by his searching and
eneonraging words, no lesa than by his brave and
 devoted 1ite, St Panl's conversion shows how
zood Gov is, how be comes to the sinner, nnd
removes the seales from his spiritual vision,and ealls
him to u high and holy ealling.  And St Paul's
: readiness o respond to Gop's calls, his subsequent
uncelfish life, and his earnest and active service
D stimulate us to a more self-sacrificing and zealuns
i devotion 1o the cause of Christ.- The Apostle’s
manyrdom used to be commemorated in comjune-

tion with St. Peter on the 20th of June, bur that
_is now called St. DPeter's Day, and has to do alta-
- gether with that Apostle.  Perhaps St. Paul’s con-
i persion is most important to be remembered. Many
. bave died the martyr’s death, but such a conversion
;stands without parallel in its attendant eircum-
stances, and the conversion of such a mwan at sucl:
o time was an epoch in the Churel's histery which,
humanly speaking, contributed wore in the hands
uit Gob to aceelerate its growth than any other
posstble ocenrience could well have dune,
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THE SEPTUAGESIMA SEASON.

Many Aifferews axplunations have heen otfered
respecting ihe nowrenclature of the three Sundavs
which intervene, zeparating the Epiphany-ide
from tbhe Lenten Seasun.  That wost genera ly co-
wived is, that Quadragesima being the name given
Pt the dirsi Sunduy of the forty duys preceding the
Pasciul Festival, the three previous Sundays
were numed from analogy in round numbers, de-
noting he: daye before Easter. St Gregory the
Gueat, ut iLe end of the sixth century, ruled onr
| prosent use, and thug is given us w link like eyen-




