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Sufati—

TO OUR PRESEYTERIAN
FRIENDS,

AN eminent Presbyterian said 1o Rev, Di Votter,
of Gruce Church, New York, i few weeks ago. that
the “Church of Lngland was the uoblest and
mighticst organized force on the side of Gop and
His Gospel in all Christendom.”"  Such testimony
18 valuable, and we commend it to these of that
Communion who are inclined to belitle the Church
from which they sprung. Dr Potier pointed ont
some uf the characteristios of the Church which
had made her a live and growing arganization,

The foremost among these characteristics is that
ithas sought to provoxe among its ministry 2 sound

COMMENDED

learning, and so o be a feaching Church,

Cault there be a more essential qualificaton for
a Church which is to speak to the dombits, the
ignorance, the spiritual perplexities of the human
soul? Has there bheen in any age of Christian
History any more cffectual barrier to the whole-
some and helpful influence of the Church of Gon
amony the common people, than that it ministers
have sounctimes degraded their sacred office as
teachers, to the barren level of wamere mechianical
finction—surrounding themselves and their minis-
trations with a factitous air of wystery, amd con-
tenting themselves with making their life a round
of ecclesiastical ceremonies 2 “Phere are lands -
day in which the Church no more actually touches

the lives or helps the mental and spiritual perplesi- |

ties of the people, than it its ministers were Roman
augurs or Lgyptian magicians, the ignosamt
they seem to be in the possession of certain spells
or charms, but to the perpleaed, the tuguiting, the
doubting, they are equally inaveessible and voice:
less.  But it has been the glory o
Church  of England, that from the tine of
William of Wykeham and the vencrable Dede, al?
the way through that splondid galaxy of Iricsts
and Prefates, she has been the home of a brge and
open-minded wisdom, adorted wids wnple learning
and distinguished by profound  amd  thoughtiul
teaching.
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It is this that lifts the oftice of the ministry into
such conspicnots and commanding importance, It
claims and asserts its right to teach, amnd woe will
most surely befall it 30t neglects or abuses that
right.

The Doctor expressly set forth, secondly, that a
characteristic no less conspicuous of the Church,
whose children we are, has been its illusteation, in
a very positive and growing way, of the Chirist-like
spirit of Catholicity. Said Mr. fohn Bright. the
Quaker Statesman of Lngland: “If only the
Church of England could heal her difierences. and
extinguish her party lines. she would be the most
powerful body in the world.”  But when the Dactor
tepeated the remark to the late Dean of Westmin-
ster, he repliecd:  “Ifthe Charch of Faglwnd should

extinguish her differences, and stitle and obliterate |

her party lines, she would, ere long, be the deadest
Body in the world, and would deserve to be”  In
other words, it is the glory of a really Catholic
Church that she can include within her ample
boundarics so many diversities of opinion.  She is
a Church of the Living Goo, and ot & sect or a
party.  She is the family of Christ on earth, and
She dares not makc her borders shorter nor her
boundarics narrower than He Who was ker Founder
has Himself made them,

The higher we ascend the more we find the
atmosphere to he ane of attraction and not of repul-
sion. ‘The theology of Lord Bacon and of Bishop

sutler, and of the Roman Pascal can hie used by

Christians of cvery name.  The great work of
Ewald, the (icrman Orientialist and Theologian,
wherever known, commands the respect of all but
the extremest Protestant and the extremest Ro-
manist. The Church of England has done much to
fuster this Catholic temper.  What is wanted is not
50 much to know just what to helieve as whom to
believe 5 for when we have a personal faith in a
personal Saviour whost will we are to do, and o to
fearn of His doctrine, these questions of dogma
will asswine theire rightful place,  [f we learn that
Christianity 1s a personal love and trust and service
in faith toward Gob, and charity toward our bro.
ther ; that the object of the Church is to make
men hetter and wiser, and that goodaess and truth
are the chief offerings in which Gob delights, then
the various objects and forms of rellgious interest
andd affection will assume their due and relative
proportions. and we shall contend less about shib.
boleths and more for love and justice and righteous-
ness.  Dut meantime we may  rejoice that the
wother trum whose breasts we drew our earlier
nourishment. is to-diy so noble a witness to a
Catholic  and  comprehensive spirit of  religious
liberty.  And. il we desire for the Church of our
affections peace and plenteousuess, we shall secure
it wost surcly when we stop calling nanws, and
have done with impugning motives, and piray and
tabor for her welfare,

"The third division of the sermon set forth that all
this workd i~ of very little account it such a Charch
were nol a withess supremely and sieadtastly to the
identity of religious with moral obligation. ‘There
have been Churches in every age with an enormous
impaticnee of doctrinal error, and an infinite com.
placeney for peraonal sin. - Whenever a Church is

*L-;ul_y tu lionor wealth, however acquired, than
integrity, however needy ; whenever slie is silent
in the presence of the oppressor and timid in the
championship of the weak, then it matters not
though she can repeat the manifold intricacies of
the Athanasian Creed without a stumble, she is
Pdead and barren and will be by Gop rejected.
i What we wiant 1 a Church that owns her mission
i to “ull sort~ and cunditions of men,” and that strives
i 1 make Woane purer. and honesty commoner, and
! justive more impartial, wherever she lifts her voice.
A want of charity, o want of fidelity to duty, surely
that i~ the worst heresy, even as “to do justly, and
tu love merey, and to walk humbly before Gon” is
the divinest orthodoxy.

CEERICATL CHANGES,

mare

|

1 i» somewhat remarkable, that when an impor-
tant Parizh wants a Rector, it ecclesiastically turns
upr its noze at the clergy of its own Diocese, and
generally selects @ stranger. This odd procceding,
which is as old asthe proverd, “a prophet has no
honour in his own country,” is continuslly cxem-
plified.  When Fredericton waats its best positions
filled, parochial or atherwise, it goes to Nova Scotia
or Lugland, or somewhere else.  On tbe other
hand, Nova Ncotia goes to Fredericton or New-
toundland, or Fngland.  In fact, the Diocese itself
scems to he the last place thought of.  Parishes
will pass by 1 man, Bisheps will appoint others
over his head to important positions, and some day
they wake v to find other Dioceses competing for
im, aud that he is called to fill, and deces fill with
distinguished ability, a position which he pever

would have reeeived in his own Diecese. Now,
alithis is very discouraging to the clergy. When

men are in a Diocese in which they have Jaboured
for years, and whose clergy and laity are well known
to them, and where they lave become identified
with the interests, and hopes and fears of the work
of the Church there, they naturally wish to remain
in it.  But they camnot be blamed for accepting
prominent appointments clsewhere when they know
that it is almost certain, that if an important Darish
or office is vacant in their own Diecese, some
stranger will be called to fillit.  Our present sys-
tem of parochial calls is a haphazard one, does
serious injustice sometimes to our ablest clergy,
In many cases, is a failure, parochially ; and our
Bishops have to stand by with folded hands, and
sec men brought into Parishes from the four quar-
ters of the Globe, it and unfit, and meekly accept
the often nawise choice of the sage vestry.  What
becomes of the apostolic authority to send the
clergy > Has Mission any meaning? Until some
plan is intreduced to guard the rights of the

Bishop as well as the rights of the Parishes, and
until the Bishops act according to semc system in
the matter of such promotion as they have in their
hands, we may expect to sce Fredericton taking
away the best men from Nova Seotia, and Nova
Scotia doing the same by Iredericton. We are fast
getting into a system ot itinerancy. “Our Clerical
(Guide,” published in 1879, has become a XoTED
book, from the frequency of the marks of removal
written against the names of the clergy. This state
of unrest is not pleasant to contemplate. .\nd the
causes, some of which we have indicated above,
are well worth considcring
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Tux promoters of this measure. blind to public
opinion as they have hitherto shown them-
selves to be, must now recognize how signally they
have failed in creating a public sentiment in favor of
their cause after the very indifferent success which
attended their public dinner on Thursday night
week.  We may naturally suppose that it was never
intended te show so weak a front, and that, cense-
quently, the Conselidation company, by the free use
of complimentary tickets, were led 1o expect a
much larger and more representative and imposing
gathering than was drawn together on that occasion,
But whatever the cause, it s matter of common
remark that not only the absence of so many
of the leading minds of the commumity, cspe-
cially of those who, at the first, were led to give
countenance to the movement, but also the evident
lack of sympathy on the part of many of those
present, (particularly the powerful specch made
by Autorney General Thompson in epposition to
the scheme), must have dampened the arder of
the most sanguine spirt of their company, and
shown the utter futility of their labours, and will,
no doubt, hasten the complete dismemberment of

the Association.
It would appear by an analysis of thesc present

at the Dinner as if the whele thing were mauaged
in the interests of Dalliousie College and the I'res-
byterians,

fnan uccount evidently prepared to represent
the afiair in its best possible light, published
in the Halifax Chronicle and IHerald, we have
the mames given of twentv-nine persons who
were present, with the words added for a tail “and
a number of other professional gentlemen.””  Well,
of the twenty-nine names thought of sufticient im-
portance, or sufliciently prominent to be mentioned,
no fewer than NINFTEEN ARE PRESBVTERIANS, AND
INTERESTED IN VARIOUs wavs 1IN Datuotsie Cor-
LEGE ; while of the other ten, one, 2 promment Roman
Catholic—the Hon. Atterney General —vigorously
and ably condemned the movement ; a Universalist
was present as a Member of the lecal Govern-
mont, and holds, we understand, no f{avorable views
of the project; two others—a Churchman and a
Methodist—are public wen, who, naturally, are
anxious to make themselves agrecable at all public
gatherings ; twe Methodists, one of whom, as
Superintendent of lducation, felt in a measure, we
Suppose, bound to put in an appearance, the other,
a gucst from Sackville. N. B, a warm supporter of
his Denominational College. We have still four
left,—Of these, two are Churchmen, one a Pro-
fessor of Dalhousie, the other a grasi Professor of
the same Institution ; the third a Baptist, who has
an idea, so he says, that he may benefit by the
Munre Bursaries, and to do so must needs have
his own College and all others merged into Dal-
housie ; the fourth and last, a gentleman whe has
very recently come to Nova Scotia from the United
States to be Pastor over the Universalists of Hali-
fax. Ofthe whole twenty-ninc names, we helieve we
make no mistake when we say that about a dozen
ARE DIRECTLY IDENTIFIED wiTH Darnousie Cor.-
LEGE A5 PROFESsORS oR GovERNORS. Here, then,
with all the attractions of a good dinner, we have
this remarkably weak exhibition of the Consolida-
tion party.

Perhaps wo should feel sufficiently thankful
at the result to say no more about it, and let the
Consolidationist dead bury their dead ; but before
doing so, it may not be amiss to point out to Church-
men and others, that while the Consolidation
movement itsell s clearly dying, great exertions
must be made by those interested in higher educa-
tion to save the existing Colleges from being lower-
ed in tone in any way, and, if possible, to place
them upon a higher and more secure footing.
Particalarly dees it behove Churchmen just at this
time to rally around King's College, so that the
other dcrominations, as they view in coming years
the improved condition of their Colleges, may not

be able to point the finger of scom at us because
Churchmen were se indifierent to Higher 1 -ducation,
s0 little attached to their College, that they aliow.
ed it to sink into significance as a mere
School.

We trust that 2 siimuluzs has been given 1o the
work of caollecting an  Eadowment for Kings,
which will be followed up Ly & ViZorous canvass of
every Churchman in the two Provinees to subscribe
towards the 840,000 so urgently required to place
the College in a strong position.
.-

‘e Bartists, both in England and the United
Staies, are discussing among themselhves whether
Baptism is 2 prerequisite to the Lord’s Supper, or
whether the unbaptized should be allowed to par-
ticipate. So decided are many luptists against
debarring the unbaptized fram Communien that g
congregation has been gathered together in LEng-
land expressly for the purpose of admttting the
unbaptized on an cqual footing with these who
have been baptized.  Verily “faptist Principle
are much needed among those who bear the namg,

Divinity

s -

A vERY admirable and  practical sermon on
Crvres Sizuisi, from the pen of Canon Norman,
of Montreal, appears on page three of this issue,
It will be found interesting not only to the mem-
bers of our Church choirs but akso to the ianty

generally, to all of whom we beartily commend i,

———— e -
HAS THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND LOST
HER HOLD UPON THE AGE?

—_—

At the anniversary of the St Franeis Association
of the Church Socicty ol the Diccese of Cuche,
held 1n Sherbrooke about three weeks ago, a sernon
on the above subject was preached in St Peters
Church by the Rev. J. P. Dumoulin, M. A, Rec-
tor of St. Martin's, Montreal. Ata meeting of the
Deancry of St. I'sancis, the Sveretary of the Associa-
tion was requested to obtain Mr. Dumoulin’s per-
missien to publish in the CHUren Gragniay the
valuable and ably marshalled array of facts the
sermon contained respecting the progress of the
Anglican Church, chielly in England, during the
past thirty years.  Mr. Dumoulin very Lindly sent
the MSS. of his senmon to the Secretary of the St.
Francis Association, who forwarded ws the follow-
ing extracts, whichi we feel sure will be read with
interest by our readers :—

In attempting to show that our Clurch does not
merit the reproach of carelessly resigning her hold
on the age, our selection of facts must of neces-
sity be very limited, and they will be gleaned chietly
from the state of things in Kngland, that being the
great throbbing heart of the Angio-Saxon race.
There may be scen the heart-moviag, the soul-en-
couraging spectacle of a great National Church
endued with machinery for work superior to any
other anywhere, and also using and emploving such
machinery diligently and faithfully.  We have only
to read, week after week, such a paperas the
Guardian, or 1o converse with the many men of
business and tourists, forever passing from contineat
to continent, to be convinced that the advancement
in science and mvention during the last thirty
years is not more thrilling and decided than the
great revival of religious life and fervour which,
like a wave of grace, has, during the same period,
overspread the Church of England It may be
true that difficulties have attended and marred here
and there thiz movement ; so it has been with every
great movement of the humanmind since the worid
began ; but therc it remains, notwithstanding, an
undeniable and most gracious awakening of the
Church to life and duty, energizing her ministers
and members throughout the entire body, and sct-
ting all her machinery agoing.

Tur UNIVERSITIES.

In any enumecration of the Church’s appliances
for work the ancient Universities must rank first
and foremost. In them the desire of the Church to
keep pace with the age in all things lawful is plainly
discerned. She preserves inviolate their original
and true character as Universities, by enthroning
religion in theit renowned halls. A University
should be universal, and it ceases to be so when-
ever it consents to the exclusion of religion. While
maintaining this character of her hoary seats of
learning. the Church is as expansive as the times,
making broad and liberal the boundaries of those
Institutions, excluding not even wemen from the
universal advantages. The natural result of the
Church’s influence for so many centuries in these
seats of learning has been the production of suc-



