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. THE CH.RI.S'I‘iAN MIRROR.

dey, with its leatiess branches extended into the|

air, and he said to himself, ¢« That tree 1 will cut
down ; it is dead and dry; fit only to burn.”—
And at that moment the thouusht rushed into his
mind, ¢ Am not | a dead tree, fic only to burn
He t i:d to banish the thonght, that it was an ar-
row fram the quiver of the Almighiy.. He went
to the tree and steuck a few blows wita his axe.
But the thonaht still rankled in his heart, ¢ \in
not [ a dead tree, fit only to burn? Wil net
God say concerning me, Cot him down, for he
cumhereth the ground 1’  Again 2nd awain he
tried ta drive away the unwelcome and harrow-
jne thought.  Bal there it was, a harbed arrow
fixed in his heart, and he could not tear it out.
He plied hisaxe with increasing vigor, hut every
blow seemeud but to deepen the conviction of his
awn spiritnal deadness. At last he could endure
it nolonger. e sliouldered his axe, returned
to his home, went to his chamber, fell upon his
knees befare God. and cried for mercy. With a
penitent and broken & eart. he implored forziveness
through the atoning blood, and found the peace
which the penitent never seeks in vain. He
erected the family altar in his dwelling, united
himself with the Church of Christ, and is now ap-
parently jonrneying fast o heaven, a new crea-
ture in Christ Jesus,

We may mention the case of a man who, a
short time since, was lured by curiosity into the
court house in Boston, te witness a trial. Sus-
pended upon the wall there, there was a large
clock, whose pendulwin, exposing a hroad disk of
alittering brass, vibrates to and fro, in measared
movements, naturally arresting the eye of any
one who enters the apartinent.

The man stood listlessly watching the vibra-
tions of the pendulum as it measured off the
swiftly flying moments, and the thouzht came
to his mind how many scen~s are transpiring in
the world with every movement of the penduluin,
How many arc shouling with joy-—how many are
shrinking in dispair?  How many are in halls of
tevelry 3 aml how many with desolated hearts are
weeping at the hedside of desth? How many
during such vibvation die—how many by the
hands of the execationer,--how many strurgle
amil the waves of the ocean~how many with
suicidal hands destroy themselves—how many
are thioning to julgment, and are driven in
dismay (o hell or welcomed to heaven. And
is this the world for which U am living, thooght
he. Oh, how soon will the pendulum measure
off the moments and the days of my life,

The arrow of conviction was (ixed in his heart.
Tle barbed point had pierced deeply, 2nd could
not be torn out. He left that room a praving
penitent, and commenced a life, it is believed, of
faith in Christ.  And thus did he who had resist-
e for years the most powerful appeals of the
pu'p't, who had heard without cmotion the deli-
neztions of heaven and of hell—who had stoad by
the bedside of dying friends, and followed their
remains to the grave ; thag did he hear an appeal
fron that mute pendulum which convinced him
of the folly of sin and led him to the Saviour.

How instructive are such facts. ow continn-
ally is God teaching us that all spiritual power
ie with him, and that he can give efficacy to the
weakest instruments.

So it is.  Some distinguished preacher will
pour forth floods of truth and light, in bourning,
blazing, volcanic eloquence ; it would seem as
though nothing could withstand the cogency of
his arguments and the fervor of his entreaty. And
perhaps not one of the thousands who are rivet-
ed around him in hreathless attention, will have
excited in his bosom a single emotion of peni-
tence, or will he induced to offer to God a sinzle
prayer for holiness. Again, some humble preach-
ety whose literature and science begins and ends
with the Bible,whose talents are natarally small—
whose imagination never even attempted to rise,
will tell the, aftecting story of a Savivur’s love ;
and while many are perhaps sleeping, bencath
what they deem his dull discourse, many others
will be crying out, in anguish of their convicted
spirits, ¢ what shall we do to be saved?’? And
as he proceeds in the quiet narrative of the sin of
man, and the plan of salvalion, the Holy Spirit
will flood the assembly in tears of penitence. It
is thus that God teaches us that all our depend-
ence is in him. 1t is not of him that willeth, nor
of him that rnnneth, but it is God that showeth
mercy.—New York Dvungelist.
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Hoxe Koxe, Cutxa, Septesiber, 1813,
A stont zecannt of Hong Kone will pranatls
have some interest tor your readerss It is now
pretty menerally known,that itis one of the bargm
Ishands of that group near the wonty «f tne River
Tigris, which leads np ty Conton. Lo ¢ize it g
abont eight milee from east to west, and the
widest partis nol mere than six wales§ bt it ds
very irresular, the land jotting boldie ont here
andd there, furming a suceesssion of haadlanes
inys.
longer than broady pedecly mountaisons, and
cloping in a togued manner to the sea; having
here and there, almost at equal distancrs, all
along the coast, deep ravines, which exten! from
the tops of the mountaing, and aradually be-
come deeper @nd wWider as luey :np;nna('h the see,
Immense blocks of stone (sranite) are tn Laes-
valleys, ar ravines, which have eitner been hared
by the rapid currents of water, or which have
tumbled into them from the monntain sides at
some former petiod,  n exch of these ravines
there is abnndance of excelient water, flowine at
all seasons of the year: and lenee the poetical
name which the Chinvse chionse 1o vive this ishnd
—Hong Kong, the island of fragrant streams.
During the wet season (for it ranx in torems
then) thrse little streams hecoines very soon swol-
len, and then rush down from the mountains with
a velicity which sweeps every thing betore it.

kR, !

From the descriptiony you will readily imagine
there is very litthe f-1 gronad capable of cnltiva-
tion on the istand.  Indeed, the only place of any
sizey is a small valley, of a fow acfes in extent,
lying to the exstward of the town of Victoria,
called ¢ Wang-nai-chun=® by the Chinese, and
sometimes the ¢ Hlappy Valleyd* by the Enzlish
and here we have nunerous small gardens and
paddy fields, very well managed by the in-
hahitants.

I'he mineipal Chinese towug on the igland, are
Littte Hong Kong and Chickchow, hath of whizh
are on the south side, At the latler there is now
an extensive miivary station for Laghsh troops,
The town of Victoria, as it is now called, iz baild-
ing, on the noith side, all along the shores af the
bav, The houses are planned in the most irre-
gnlae manner, but this is, perhaps, rot of mach
cousequence ; at least not 8o much as to have
them built in a safe and substantial way. But
you will be astonished when I t-ll you that, in

tiicks all one way, without a sinule tie crossways,
so that they of course frequently tumbls down,
even before the building is finished.  Architects,
however, are now out here, who will see thal the
houses are built in a -Lore substantial manner,
Alrealy there are hundred: of c¢xceilent Chiness
shops openedl in the town, containing many articles
as good as one can find in Canton, althuugh |
think, generally, hizher in price.  There isalso
a goud market-place, abundantly suoplied with
ils various commodities, particularly fowls, (ruit,
and vegetables. A firm broad road has heen made
all along the shore, forming the principal street
in the town ; and various other roads of lesser
note have been made in different parts of the
island, by the Government, for the recreation of
the inhabitants. ‘There are various public buill-
ings worthy of natice 5 for exampl -, the Me'ical
Missionary: Hospital, the Mortisonian Edncation
Society’s Honse, the Roman Cathalic Church.
Government Honse, &c. [t is worthy of remark,
perhaps, that while the Roman Catholics have a
splendid chapel, the Eaglish Episcopal Church is
a mat shed. a

The Bay is a fine one, completely sheitered by
the mountains of Hong Kn’r}z on the south, and
those of Cowloon on the opposite shores; the
anchorage is excellent, and ships can ride here in
salety during (he strongest gales. I an sorry to
inform you that [ cannot add to all these things
that the place is healthy, for most certainly it s
very much the reverse. Fever pr vailg to a great
extent duting the hot season, aud it is extremely
fatal. Those who are seized gencrally fly to
Macao, which Is considered much more_healthy.
‘Tne inhabitanis of Macao, who generally look
with a jealons eye upon Hong Kong, say they are
astonished if they see any one coming from that
place withont his head being shaved.  The south

side of the island is comparatively healthy, and
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limagine, then, an istand eonsiderably ;

almost all instances, the Chinamen build the}

there are cettan pacts ol the noith mch e so
than other; Tut th t pastaear (re west end of the
Bay called West Pornty i vables of Wene-ii-

cligar, helore menling <oy s o e o 1 unneals

thy. [tmay be posisde 0 improe. (.(-l. Maces,

W cert in exienty by diainin.yant by removing

the nige ficlds, bul | feas tee principal case can

neverbe get sid of, which 1 believe to be the

si uation of the town--onthe awer o side of the

Lidsy and sheltered from the breesze of the south-
W st nonseon,

Thran_Leut oll my wanderinesin the islan !, [

fomad the ina bt not anly pertectls hanndess,
hat pasticulaly civil and Litale 1 oaave vt d

Uhedr wlens and their mannt ins—hav+ stutnnded

on their vilhages and towns am! oo all the in-
tergomize wiieh U obave had with them, [ am
b o give them thes character, Bot 1 always
woake iCatale to prteo temptation intheir way

Peud at the semic ttmey while [sfowed momy de-

portaent that 1 wished 1o be lidenely, 1 alwayg
b tie means of defenting mvselty suould [hape
pon 1o he attackeds T helicve that the Chinese,
in the Canton pn:vinte pasticalarly, where they
have had muoch 1taicaurse with 1oreleners, are
aenerally deesitiul, and net to he depended vpin g
at 1east they beat this chacacter heres Hong Kong
swarms with thi-ve<y and the more wealthy of the
inlabitants i it akolutely necessary to keep a
private wateh:nan walking all night round their
premises, to prevent them fiom heing bioken into,
204 this independent of the regular police,  Pi-
rates swarny all about the islands near the mouth
of the Canton rivery and Lorchas, which leave
Hong Koni or Macao with passengers and cargo,
ate frequently eut off: 2 most melneholy case of
this kind happened lately, when a doztor belong-
ing to one ot the resiments here was murdered,
[ can assure you, fiom experience, that one does
it steep very sonnily on noard of a vessel of this
kind, in a dark night, amongst the islands between
Macao and [long Konuz.

The Chinese in this part of the conntry are
particutarly independent, and are rendered more
<o hy the English wha reside here. A hoatman
who woul! not make a dollar in a fortnisht am-
angst his countrymen, thinks nothing of demund-
ing this sum for rowing you with your lvegage
from the ship to the shore ; and as his clothing
and lood are comparatively cheap, a sum of this
kind makes him quite independent for a long time.
i fact, the Clines-, in theit dealings with the
Inglish, seem to think as little of dollars a3 we do
of shillines at home.--For. Cor. of the Atheneum,

A CALL FROM CHINA.
VicToria, Iong Kong, Nov. 22, 1843.

My dear Br. Hollock, See. -Am. Tract Soc.—
Your favour of June the 21st came some weeks
azo, informing us of ‘your new grant, $1000,
(sinee teeeived,) and of your intended supply of
vatnmes and Tracts in English and otherEurope-
an languages.

The Protestant mission to China are now on
gond vantage-gronnd, and probably will need all
the funds that your Soecieiy can possibly place at
their command.  The first grant, $1000, is near-
ly all expended ;5 and the money recovered from
blocks, &c., Yost in coming fro:m Singapore, will
also be expended before any new grants fror you
can reach us,

Our work in future will be on a much more eco-
nomical scale than formerly 5 and our publica-
tions will, we hope, be of better quality —better
suited to the ead we have in view, of saving
lost men.

By an carly opportunity vou shall have speci-
mens of the works now being printed here, with
accounts from some of us of the muanner jn
which the hooks are circulated.  We all hope to
see this good seed tiking root, and yiclding an
abundant harvest.  The Spirit of the Lord only
can make il prosperous

Lixense this short letier, which I hope will be
followed by longer ones from iny fellow-lahourers,
brothers Ball,  Williars, Parker, and Abeel.
Yours very truly, FE. C. Bubgesan.

Whether such appeals as this from missionaries
o sound judzment, long-tricd and loved, shall
be met, must depend on the fliberality of the
churches. The call is palpable, and who can
iloubt that it is the voice of &d. At Jeast $20,-
000 are now needed for foreign lands, and will
be promptly rethitted as soon as received.

W. A H.




